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Dear Teacher,

Here it is—our election results issue! In this week’s cover story, we talk
about Barack Obama’s win—and how historic it is that he is the first African-
American President in U.S. history. We also announce the results of the
Scholastic student vote. In upcoming issues, we'll report on Obama’s Cabinet
picks and other political news. And, of course, we'll cover his inauguration as
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the 44th President of the United States.
Stay tuned!

Teaching the Cover Story

o FA—
Stephanie Smith, Editor,
Scholastic News Edition 4

President-elect Obama

Standard

SOCIAL STUDIES—Students
should understand the basic
values and principles of U.S.
democracy, such as how
voting is a fundamental
process on which the U.S.
democratic system is built.

Summary

For the first time, an African-
American, Barack Obama, has
been elected U.S. President.

Pre-reading
Discussion

What events in history underscore
the significance of the nation elect-
ing an African-American President?

Background
® The nation has come a long

way from the days when enslaved
Africans were not allowed to read
or write, much less vote or run for
political office.

@ Black men gained the right to
vote in 1870 with ratification of the
15th Amendment. However, in
much of the country, discrimination
and intimidation tactics often pre-
vented African-Americans from
exercising their right to vote. The
1965 passage of the Voting Rights
Act provided federal protections for
African-American voters.

Post-reading
Discussion

What major problem do you think
the President-elect should work on
first? Why? What do you think are
the top issues in the nation today?
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_Teaching TIP
of the week

This year’s Presidential
election made history.
News of the event was
covered in media outlets
around the world. Break
students into groups.
Instruct them to cre-

ate five-minute television
skits in which they act as
media specialists or news
anchors explaining the
results and importance
of this historic election.
Copies of Scholastic News
can be used to create the
skits. Have students per-
form their skits in front of
the class.

Lesson Extension
Have your students discuss why they
think African-Americans had to fight
to have more rights.

Resource

@ Get breaking news and in-depth
special reports about what'’s next
for the President-elect, at
www.scholastic.com/news.
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For answers to this
issue’s online quiz, go to
www.scholastic.com/sndanswerkey.
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Standard
SCIENCE: POPULATIONS AND
ECOSYySTEmMS

Summary

Scientists are doing an international
census of marine life. They recently
visited reefs in Australia. Census
workers studied several species

of soft coral there. They hope their
data will raise awareness of serious
threats facing the corals.

Pre-reading
Discussion

What types of plants and animals
can you think of that live in the
ocean?

Background

@ Scientists from about 80 countries
are working on the census of marine
life. Their work began in 2000. They
will complete their data in 2010.

® The recent expeditions in Australia
mark the first time that any group has
taken a census of soft corals.

@ Soft corals belong to the subclass

Octocorallia. This name refers
to the structure of the coral. Soft
corals have eight, or a multiple of
eight, tentacles on each polyp.

Post-reading
Discussion

Coral reefs are considered one
of the Earth’s most diverse
ecosystems. Can you think of
some other ecosystems that
support many different species?

Lesson Extension
Have students research one new
species discovered by the census
of marine life (www.coml.org) and
write a short news article about
the discovery. Include details, such
as where the discovery was made
and what the new species looks
like.

Resource

@ For information about the census
of coral reef ecosystems, part of the
census of marine life, visit www.
creefs.org.

This Week Online

www.scholastic.com/news

The New President

You and your students can go online
to get the news you need about the
President-elect’s job and the upcom-
ing inauguration. Our post-election
Special Report will give your students
that information and more!

Meet the New

Kid Reporters!

Scholastic editors have been poring
over applications for the 2008-2009
Scholastic Kids Press Corps. Some 25
new Kid Reporters have been chosen.
Find out who they are, and introduce
your students to the new team of
young journalists.

Economy 101

Scholastic News Online continues to
offer coverage of the economic crisis,
should teachers decide it’s a topic they
would like to cover in class. Scholastic
News Online offers breaking economic
news coverage, as well as a new
Special Report that explores how the
economy runs. The report includes
interactive features, Kid Reporter arti-
cles, grade-appropriate glossaries, and
lesson plans and reproducibles.

online interactives
Your students can vote on this week’s
debate, respond to the Sticky Situation,
or submit a book review online!
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Using Quotations

Reporters often use quotations in stories to show people’s experiences and opinions.
Read this week’s cover story (pages 4-5). Then, choose two quotes from the story.
Write the quotes in the boxes below, and to the right, give your reaction to each quote.
Explain why you think the writer chose to include each quote in the story.

Quotation Reaction ]

NOW TRY THIS: imagine you are a writer with Scholastic News, and you
are assigned to write a cover story. Below, name a person you plan to interview
for the story. Then, write two questions you would ask that person.

Story topic:

Name of person to be interviewed:

Question 1:

Question 2:
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Inventions Take Flight

In this week’s Scholastic News, you read about a project to design a space elevator.
For more than 200 years, inventors have been creating things that lift, fy, and blast off
into the sky. Some of those inventions are used for transportation, others for explora-
tion. This timeline shows some of those inventions. Use the timeline to answer the

questions.

s
1780
1790
1800
1810
1820
1830
1840
1850
1860
1870
1880
1890
1900
1910
1920
1930
1940
1950
1960
1970
1980
1990
2000

\?010

1783: The hot-air balloon, the
oldest successful human-carrying
fight technology, is invented and
fown.

1857: The Otis Elevator
Company, the world’s largest
elevator manufacturer, invents
the frst elevator for public use.

1899: The Otis Elevator
Company and Charles Seeberger
team up to produce the frst
commercial escalator (moving
stairs now seen in many malls).

1903: The Wright brothers,
Orville and Wilbur, invent and fy
the frst airplane.

1931: (gor |. Sikorsky invents
the modern-day helicopter.

1939: German captain Erich
Warsitz pilots the Heinkel 178, the
world’s frst jet plane.

1957: Russia launches Sputnik 1,
the world’s frst Earth-orbiting
satellite, into space.

1961: Yuri Gagarin becomes
the frst human in space and
the frst to orbit Earth, using the
frst piloted spaceship, Russia’s
Vostok 1.

1977: NASAs frst space
shuttle, Enterprise, is
successfully fown in the sky.
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1. About how long ago was the
hot-air balloon invented?

2. What went up first, the elevator
or the escalator? What do the
two things have in common?

3. How long have humans been able
to fly in airplanes?

4. How are helicopters different
from airplanes?

5. If you could invent something
that flies, what would it be and
why would you invent it?
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