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On Thin Ice

Standard
Science—Students

should understand that
environmental changes can
alter physical environments,
making it difficult for those
species that cannot adapt.

Summary

Scientists say that polar bears are
suffering due to global warming’s
effect on the Arctic region.

Pre-reading
Discussion

Ask your students what they know
about the Arctic, and about the
animals and people that live there.

Background

@ Over the past 100 years, the
planet’s temperature has increased
roughly one degree. The Northern
polar region is warming much faster
than the rest of the planet. That's
because, as the snow and ice there
melt, the region can absorb more
heat. Snow and ice reflect heat.

@ Global warming is not something
you can observe day to day. It's a
gradual trend.

@ Experts say global warming is
affecting the entire planet. Plants
are blooming at different times.
Areas that used to be wet are drying
out. Ocean levels are rising. Many
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scientists also believe that warmer
ocean temperatures are making
hurricanes stronger.

@ The Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) shared the
2007 Nobel Peace Prize with former
Vice President Al Gore for its work
explaining global warming.

@ The Bush administration says
that putting polar bears on the
Endangered Species List does

not require the U.S. to limit oil
drilling in the Arctic, or “fix”

global warming. Environmentalists
strongly disagree.

@ Energy was a big issue in the
recent presidential campaign. U.S.
Senator and former Republican
presidential candidate John McCain
and President-elect Barack Obama
both put forth plans to curb the
nation’s use of fossil fuels and
reduce fossil-fuel emissions. They
both said these plans were designed
to reduce America’s dependence on
foreign oil, create jobs, and reduce
global warming. Obama says energy
issues will be top priorities in his
administration.

Post-reading
Discussion

Have students discuss other ways in
which the planet might change if the
world continues to warm. What ways
might their communities change?
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SN .
Teaching the Cover Story {@ZTeachmg TIP

headline Match

Photocopy articles in
Scholastic News and cut
the headlines off the arti-
cles. Give students a pack-
et of jumbled headlines and
articles and ask them to
match each headline with
its corresponding article.
Finally, ask students to
pick one of the stories and
come up with a new head-
line of their own.

Lesson Extension
Ask your students to list ways in
which we use fossil fuels, and ways
we can cut down on their use. Ask
them ways kids in particular can
help reduce their use.

Resources

@ For kid-friendly information
about global warming, go to this
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency Web page: www.epa.gov
/climatechange/kids/index.html.
@ For a lesson plan on ecosystems,
and how reducing, reusing,

and recycling can impact the
environment, go to this Scholastic
Web page: http://www2.scholastic
.com/browse/lessonplan
Jjsp?id=1102.
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For answers to this
issue’s online quiz, go to
www.scholastic.com/sndanswerkey.
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dino Tracks?..............p. 6

Standard
Science—Students should
learn that data are used to
form explanations about things,
including things from the past.

Summary

Some geologists believe holes in
sandstone rock at the Utah-Arizona
border are dinosaur footprints. Some
dinosaur experts aren’t so sure.

Pre-reading
Discussion

Scientists often study dinosaur bones
to learn more about the ancient
creatures. Can you think of other
things that scientists could study to
learn more about dinosaurs?

Background
@ Some scientists have noted that

dinosaur bones haven't been found near
the track site. However, they also say
bones haven't been found at other track
sites in the region either. Environmental
conditions might not have been condu-
cive to their being preserved.

Discussion
Why do you think it's important to
learn about animals that are extinct?

Lesson Extension
Have students research two dinosaur
species. Create a Venn diagram
comparing and contrasting them.

Resource

@ For kid-friendly information on
different dinosaur species, visit
http://kids.nationalgeographic
.com/Animals/CreatureFeature
/.html.

This Week
Online
FOr kids!
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How to use blogs
in the classroom
Blogs are a ubiquitous tool for
expressing opinions. Scholastic
News Online supplies safe, kid-
friendly blogs complete with a
teacher lesson plan and repro-
ducibles. Your students will learn
the rules of blogging and how to
express their opinions effectively.
Students can comment on
critical-thinking questions
related to the daily news stories;
recommend their favorite books;
and give opinions on the cur-
rent Sticky Situation. They can
also follow Scholastic News Kid
Reporters and ask them ques-
tions about their experiences.
Also, available online: a “Blogs
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