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Sequencing Skill

In the play A Great Debate, you read about the Bill of Rights and its importance to 
the U.S. There were many states, names, dates, and facts in the piece. It’s important 
to understand how all of them fit together. In this activity, you’ll put events from the 
play in the order in which they happened in history. 

DIRECTIONS: In the circles below, number the events from the play in the 
order in which they happened in history. Keep in mind that the sequence 
won’t necessarily be the same as the events’ positions in the story.

String of Events

In January 1789, the country holds its first presidential election under the U.S. 
Constitution. 

James Madison presents the House of Representatives with a draft of what  
will become the Bill of Rights. 

As the U.S. Constitution is written, people fear another government with too much 
power. They demand guarantees that their rights will be protected. 

On September 17, 1787, a final draft of the Constitution is presented to state 
delegates at the Constitutional Convention. 

After 28 days of debate, Virginia narrowly ratifies the Constitution by a vote  
of 89-79. 

In December 1791, 10 Amendments are ratified by the states and become part  
of the Constitution as the Bill of Rights.

The delegates vote, and the original draft of the Constitution is approved. 

One by one, the states hold conventions to debate the proposed Constitution. 



S k i l l s  Pa g e
Name: _____________________________________________________

In most short stories, plays, and novels, the main character confronts a problem 
that is identified in the beginning and solved by the end. As you read the play The 
Great Debate, think about the problem James Madison faces and about how the 
problem will be solved.

Solving Problems

Directions: As you read, write down the problem the main character is 
facing. Then use clues from the story to predict how the problem will be 
solved. When you finish reading, explain how the problem was solved.

SCHOLASTIC NEWS / Edition 4 / DECEMBER 8, 2008    T3

R
e

p
r

o
d

u
c

i
b

l
e

 
S

k
i

l
l

s
 

p
a

g
e

©
20

08
  b

y 
Sc

ho
la

st
ic

 In
c.

 T
ea

ch
er

s 
m

ay
 m

ak
e 

co
p

ie
s 

of
 t

hi
s 

pa
ge

 t
o 

d
is

tr
ib

ut
e 

to
 t

he
ir

 s
tu

d
en

ts
.

Graphic Organizer

My ideas for how the problem might be solved:
	 Solution 1 	 Solution 2	  Solution 3

The Problem:

How the problem was really solved:


