
America's Leading News Source For Kids 
TM

Edition 5/6

®

Skills Page

T4  SCHOLASTIC NEWS • Edition 5/6 • JANUARY 5, 2009 ©2009 by Scholastic Inc. Teachers may make copies of this page to distribute to their students.

Name: _____________________________________________________

w

 r
e

p
r

o
d

u
c

i
b

l
e

 s
k

i
l

l
s

 p
a

g
e

A
m

e
r
ic

a
's

 L
e
a
d
in

g
 N

e
w

s
 S

o
u

r
c
e
 F

o
r 

K
id

s
 

E
d

it
io

n
 5

/6

®

Reading a Chart

Executive Team Players
A President’s Cabinet members advise him or her, and each heads one of the 15 major 

federal departments of the executive branch of the nation’s government. The chart 
below describes the duties of each of the 15 positions and lists the year each was made 
part of the Cabinet. Use the chart to answer the questions that follow.

1.	 Which Cabinet member is responsible for protecting the nation’s borders?_ ____________________

2.	Which Cabinet member deals with issues involving people currently in the military?_ _____________

3.	Which two Cabinet members deal with issues involving businesses and jobs?____________________

4.	You can guess that which three Cabinet members would be most involved in advising a 

	 President on national security issues?_____________________________________________________

Secretary  
of Commerce 
Promotes and 

develops trade in 
the U.S. and with 
foreign countries
Created: 1913*

Secretary  
of Agriculture
Oversees farm  
production and 

prices; checks and 
grades food 

Created: 1889

Secretary  
of Education

Proposes  
programs 

and policies  
for education

Created: 1979

Secretary  
of Defense

Manages U.S. 
military forces

Created: 1947

Secretary 
of Energy

Makes rules about 
energy use;  
promotes  

conservation of 
power resources
Created: 1977

Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs

Oversees  
programs for  

people who served 
in the 

U.S. military
Created: 1989

Secretary  
of Housing  
and Urban 

Development
Helps develop  

housing, 
especially in cities
Created: 1965

Secretary of  
Health and Human 

Services
Promotes good 
health; manages 

health-care  
programs

Created: 1979

Secretary of 
Transportation
Responsible for 
transportation 

systems, including 
railroads, airports, 

and highways
Created: 1966

Secretary  
of the Interior
Manages public 

land and national 
parks; promotes  

the conservation of 
natural resources 
Created: 1849

Secretary  
of Homeland 

Security
Responsible for  
protecting the 

nation’s borders 
and airports 

Created: 2002

Secretary  
of the Treasury

Oversees the print-
ing of paper money, 
the minting of coins, 
and the collection  
of income taxes
Created: 1789

Attorney 
General

Enforces federal 
laws and provides 
legal advice to gov-

ernment leaders 
(includes the FBI)
Created: 1792** 

Secretary  
of State

Conducts relation-
ships with foreign  

governments
Created: 1789

Secretary of 
Health and Human 

Services
Promotes good 
health; manages 

health care  
programs

Created: 1979

Secretary  
of Labor

Enforces laws that  
protect workers 
from bad condi-

tions; provides job-
training programs
Created: 1913 *

President of the  
United States 

	 * Originally, Commerce and Labor were one department. They were split up in 1913. 
	 ** The Justice Department, with the Attorney General as its leader, was created in 1870.


