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Standard

SOCIAL STUDIES: Students
should understand how the U.S.
government established by the
Constitution embodies the pur-
poses, values, and principles of
American democracy.

Summary

U.S. Senator Russ Feingold is

set to introduce a constitutional
Amendment requiring that voters—
not Governors—decide who will
replace a U.S. Senator if he or she
must step down.

Pre=Reading
Discussion
@® Who are your state’s U.S. Senators?

Background

@ For the Constitution to be amend-

ed, two thirds of the Senate and the
House of Representatives must first
approve the change. Then, three quar-
ters of the states must ratify it.

Post-Reading
Discussion

@ Do you agree that voters should
decide who replaces a U.S. Senator?
Why or why not?

Mini Lesson Plan
Have students research the 27
Amendments to the U.S. Constitution.
Have them choose their favorite

and write a paragraph about how it
changed America.

Resource

® Constitution Translated for Kids
by Cathy Travis. (Ovation Books,
2009)

This Week Online

www.scholastic.com/snb6

Top Story: Blog It!
Kids can join national discussions
related to the daily news stories. Your
students can send in their thoughts,
and comment on what other students
have to say. Scholastic News Online
supplies safe kid-friendly blogs.
Teach your students about blogging
etiquette and how to express their

opinions effectively, with teacher
lesson plans and reproducibles.

Keep Up With
the News

Additionally, Scholastic News
Online has all the latest news sto-
ries, complete with critical-thinking
questions and a weekly quiz.

Fuh read-aloud

Each Classroom Plays Set includes:

(30 copies of each play, 90 plays per set)

» 16-page Teacher's Edition

Set 1: American History
* The Journey to America
« Sitting Down for Dr. King
* When Women Played
Baseball

a Fairy Tale
* Aesop’s Fables

» Pandora’'s Box

and mention code LVH

motivate Kids te build ht,eraey skills!

* 3 thematically linked, 8-page classroom plays

Set 2: A Myth, a Fable &

» Jack and the Beanstalk

To order, call 1-800-SCHOLASTIC

*Plays are not sold separately. You must purchase a 3-play set to get this special price. Price per set is $59

plays

866-SDM-09
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Changing the Rules %=

The U.S. Constitution can be changed, or amended. The first 10 Amendments
to the Constitution are known as the Bill of Rights. The Bill of Rights was finally
ratified, or approved, in 1791. Since then, more than 10,000 Amendments have been
proposed, but only 17 have been adopted. Changing the Constitution is not easy. There
are two methods by which Amendments can be proposed and ratified. The current 27
Amendments were added through the first method. The Constitution has never been
amended using the second method. Read the charts below and answer the questions.

How the Constitution Gets Amended

FIRST METHOD SECOND METHOD
Step 1. A U.S. Representative or a U.S. Senator Step 1. State lawmakers want to change the
proposes a change to the U.S. Constitution. U.S. Constitution. They must convince

two thirds of the 50 state legislatures
to call for a Constitutional Convention,
or an official meeting.

Step 2. Two thirds of the members of both the
House of Representatives and the U.S.
Senate must approve the change.

Step 2. Lawmakers officially propose a change

Step 3. Three fourths of the 50 state legislatures, during the Constitutional Convention

or lawmaking bodies, must then approve

the change. The states’ agreement officially Step 3. Three fourths of the b0 state legislatures
ratifies the Amendment and makes it a part must then approve the change. The states’
of the U.S. Constitution. agreement officially ratifies the Amendment

and makes it a part of the U.S. Constitution.

1. Based on the information above, what role do state legislatures play in the process to
change the U.S. Constitution?

2. Why do you think only 17 Amendments have been approved since 17912

3. Which method do you think makes it harder for a constitutional Amendment to be
approved? Explain.

4. Why do you think only the legislative branches of government have the power to
amend the U.S. Constitution?
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SCHOLASTIC NEWS
Diagnostic Skills Test

r "

Why Use This Diagnostic?

Our diagnostic can help you and your class in these ways:

e Practice. Your students probably take standardized reading tests. Our diagnostics focus on
the skills that kids will be expected to demonstrate.

° Diagnostic tool. Individual student scores will help you detect strengths and weaknesses.

e Instructional tool. You may decide to use the diagnostic for oral reading and discussion.
Keep in mind that our diagnostics are not standardized. They should not be used to determine
grade level, to compare one student’s performance with that of others, or to evaluate teachers’

abilities.
\ v
QUESTIONS 1-19: questions used to test students’ comprehension
and writing skills. Students must respond to
Shorter and Lon ger multiple-choice, short-answer, and extended
Readin g Passages response questions. This mixture of questions

can help teachers assess students’ reading
comprehension, vocabulary, and writing skills.
They also test to see if students understand the
main idea of a passage and if they can draw
inferences from what they have read.

Scholastic News used a variety of
standardized reading-skills tests as models
for this practice test, including the Illinois
Standards Achievement Test, Ohio Reading
Achievement Test, and Texas Assessment
of Knowledge and Skills. Standardized

reading-skills tests are fairly uniform in their Q UESTION 20:

educational objectives. There will always be

slight differences between any two tests, but Extended Response

the questions in this practice test are similar to This section does not have a

those in many standardized tests. This allows multiple-choice answer key. Students

the Scholastic News diagnostic to be easily used are asked to write a short essay.

as a preparation tool in any state. Answers will vary. The essay question
This practice test has two sections: Shorter is open-ended, requiring students

Reading Passages and Longer Reading Passages/ to place their thoughts about a

Extended Response. There are three types of subject on paper. Student essays

should demonstrate an accurate

Answer Key for Questions 1-19 understanding of information
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in the text by focusing on key
1.C 7.C 13.B 19.B ideas about kid inventions and
2.B 8.B 14.C presenting them explicitly
3.B 9.C 15.B and implicitly. Essays
4.B 10.B 16.C should also have relevant
5.D 1. ¢ 17.C and accurate references
6.B 12.D 18. A that support a student’s
main idea.
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