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How Far Women Have Come

In 1920, women in the U.S. won the right to vote when the 19th Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution was ratified. Since then, U.S. women have made great strides. Use the
timeline below to learn about some of their accomplishments.

r 1. About how many decades ago was

D
1960 “\—e 1960: Women make, on average, 60 cents for the Equal Pay Act passed:

every dollar men make. Many jobs women have ® two © Si.X
\_‘ access to are low-paying; they are sometimes four © eight

paid less than men to do the same job.
2. The main goal of Title IX was to__.

@ increase voter turnout
decrease the number of kids in
classrooms

© promote women as lawmakers
® encourage equal treatment for
girls and boys in schools

1963: Congress passes the Equal Pay Act,
which makes it illegal for a woman to receive
less money than a man for the same job.

1970 1964: The Civil Rights Act is passed, making
it illegal for employers to discriminate against
employees on the basis of race or gender.
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1970: Women’s wages fall to 59 cents for
every dollar earned by men. On August 26, 3
a “Women’s Strike for Equality” takes place
nationwide. The largest march is in New York
City, where 50,000 people take part.

. What branch of government did
Sandra Day O’Connor work in as a
U.S. Supreme Court Justice?

. . ® the Judicial branch
1972: Congress passes a bill known as Title IX the Legislative branch
(nine). It requires schools that receive federal © the Executive branch

money to grant boys and girls the same
opportunities in both academics and sports. © the branch of a cherry tree

President Richard M. Nixon signs the bill into law.

1980

. Inresponse to a widening of the
pay gap between men and women,

thousands of women ___in 1970.
1984: Congresswoman Geraldine Ferraro, a ® marched in protest

Democrat, is the first woman nominated for left the workforce
Vice President by a major political party. © quit high school
1992: The year becomes known as “The Year ® refused to cook

of the Woman,” as a record number of women
run for public office and win. 5. Which event on the timeline do you
2006: Women’s wages grow, to about 81 cents, think has helped advance women’s
on average, for every dollar men earn. rights the most? Explain.

1981: Sandra Day O’Connor becomes the first
female Justice on the U.S. Supreme Court.

1990

2000 2007: Democrat Nancy Pelosi becomes the

first female Speaker of the U.S. House of
Representatives.

2008: Hillary Rodham Clinton, now Secretary
of State, makes a historic run for President.
Alaska Governor Sarah Palin becomes the first
woman to be nominated for Vice President by
2010 the Republican Party.
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