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	1.	For how many decades have the 
Castros (either Fidel or Raúl) led 
Cuba?

	 	_______________________________

	 	_______________________________

	2.	From what leader did Fidel Castro 
take control of Cuba?

	 	_______________________________

	 	_______________________________

	3.	You can guess that before 1898, 
Cuba was a colony of what 
country? 

	 	_______________________________

	 	_______________________________

	4.	In what year did the U.S.-backed 
Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba 
occur?

	 	_______________________________

	 	_______________________________

	5.	According to the timeline, what 
action did the U.S. take against 
Cuba in 1992, and what effect did 	
it have on Cuba?  

	 	_______________________________

	 	_______________________________

BONUS: From 1902 to 1933, you can 
guess that ___ was most likely 
Cuba's most important trading 
partner.  

	 	_______________________________	

Now that you have read the Scholastic News story about the easing of 
U.S. travel restrictions to Cuba, read the timeline to learn more about 
the historical relationship between the two nations. 

U.S.-Cuban Relations

1898–U.S. supports Cuban rebels and 
defeats Spain in the Spanish-American War. 
Spain gives up claim to Cuba.

1899–A U.S.-backed military government 
rules Cuba until 1902.

1902–U.S. withdraws from Cuba on the 
condition that the U.S. gets the final say on 
all Cuban affairs. This deal is known as the 
Platt Amendment to the Cuban Constitu-
tion. This deal lasts until 1934.

1933–Fulgencio Batista, a Cuban army ser-
geant, overthrows the U.S.-backed Cuban 
government. He leads Cuba from 1933 to 
1944, and again from 1952 to 1959.

 1959–Fidel Castro's revolution overthrows 
Batista's government. Castro eventually 
makes Cuba a Communist nation. Some 
700,000 Cubans flee to the U.S.

1961–Cuban exiles backed by the U.S. try to 
overthrow Castro by invading Cuba near its 
southern coast at the Bay of Pigs. Cuban 
forces defeat them. The U.S. stops travel 
to Cuba.

1962–The Soviet Union begins shipping 
nuclear missiles to Cuba. (The Soviet Union 
has since broken up into many countries, 
the biggest of which is Russia.) The U.S. de-
mands that the missiles be removed from 
a country so near U.S. shores. After U.S. 
threats of war, the Soviet Union agrees. 
The U.S. restricts trade with Cuba. 

 1991–The Soviet Union collapses. Cuba 
loses a major backer. Its economy suffers. 

1992–The U.S. tightens restrictions on trade 
with Cuba. Cuba's economy worsens. 

2004–The U.S. tightens restrictions  
on family visits to Cuba. 

2006–Fidel Castro hands control of Cuba  
to his younger brother, Raúl Castro.

2009– U.S. President Barack Obama lifts 
travel restrictions to Cuba for Cuban-
Americans who want to visit relatives. 
Trade restrictions continue. 

1890

1900

1910

1920

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

2010


