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Name: ______________________________________

READING Skill

An Island’s History
Justice Sonia Sotomayor is the first Hispanic to serve on the U.S. Supreme Court, the nation’s highest 
court. Sotomayor was born in New York City, but her family came to New York from Puerto Rico. 
Puerto Rico is a U.S. Commonwealth located in the Caribbean Sea. A Commonwealth is a territory 
that is able to govern itself. All of Puerto Rico's residents, as well as those who come  
to the U.S. mainland, are U.S. citizens. This timeline shows key events in the history of Puerto Rico.
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1. �What European country claimed 
Puerto Rico in 1493?

	  The United States 	  Spain 
	  England 	 D France 

2. In what year did Puerto Ricans get  
	 the right to elect their own Governor?
	  1898	  1917
	  1900	 D 1947

3. �From reading the timeline, the reader 
knows that which of the following 
events occurred first? 

	  �Columbus landed on what is  
now Puerto Rico.

	  �The Taíno Indians established  
a homeland on what is now  
Puerto Rico.  

	  �Puerto Ricans elected their  
own Governor.

	  �The U.S. invaded San Juan at the 
start of the Spanish-American War.

4. �How did the U.S. gain possession  
of Puerto Rico?

	  �Through a vote by the citizens  
of Puerto Rico

	  As a result of a war with the Taínos 
	  �By defeating Spain in the Spanish- 

American War
	  By buying the land from the Taínos
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1493 – Voyager Christopher Columbus 
claims the island, which is inhabited by 
Taíno Indians, for Spain. Columbus names 
the island San Juan Bautista (Saint John 
the Baptist). Puerto Rico (rich port) is the 
name of its capital. Eventually, Puerto Rico 
becomes the name of the island, and San 
Juan the capital.

1508 – The Spanish begin first European 
settlement of the island.

1510 – The Spanish begin to bring enslaved 
Africans to Puerto Rico to work on 
plantations and in gold mines.

1550 – By the mid-1500s, most of the 
Taínos, who constantly rebelled against 
the Spanish, have been killed, enslaved,  
or have died from disease. 

1850 – Puerto Ricans begin to want freedom 
from Spain after centuries of Spanish rule.

1898 – The U.S. invades San Juan in July, 
starting the Spanish-American War.’ 
The U.S. wins control of Puerto Rico by 
December.

1900 – The first U.S. civil Governor of  
Puerto Rico is appointed.

1917 – The U.S. grants Puerto Ricans 
citizenship.

1947 – The U.S. gives Puerto Ricans the  
right to elect their own Governor.

1952 – The U.S. makes Puerto Rico  
a self-governing commonwealth.

1967 – Puerto Ricans vote to remain a 
Commonwealth rather than become  
a U.S. state or an independent country. 

1998 – Puerto Rico has the second of two 
votes taken in the 1990s on remaining 
a Commonwealth. Both times, Puerto 
Ricans vote to remain a Commonwealth. 
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