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Name: ______________________________________

 Reading a Timeline

A History of Newspapers
U.S. newspapers face many economic challenges. Learn more about this historic 
medium by reading the timeline below. Use the information from the timeline to 
answer the questions that follow.

1. The Hartford Courant was first published before/after the founding of the United States.  (Select one.)

2. The reader knows that MOST newspapers published only black-and-white photos before the 1980s 

because _______________________________________________________________________________________. 

3. You can guess that U.S. newspapers likely had a noticeable increase in readership after what event on the 

timeline? ______________________________________________________________________________________. 

4. One reason for the decline in readership of U.S. newspapers is _______________________________________

	 _______________________________________________________________________________________________

	 _______________________________________________________________________________________________.
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1704- The Boston News-Letter becomes the first regularly published newspaper in the 13 Colonies.   

1735- John Peter Zenger, publisher of the New York Weekly Journal, wins an important legal case 
that helps pave the way to freedom of the press in America.

1764- The Hartford Courant is first published. It is today the oldest continuously published 
newspaper in the United States.

1776- The newly formed United States of America has more than 30 newspapers in print.

1833- The New York Sun is first published. It is the first successful “penny paper,” a newspaper  
that costs readers only 1 cent. Its low cost allows more people to have access to  
news and information.

1898- The Spanish-American War is an early example of the influence of newspapers.  
The U.S. declares war on Spain after the Hearst newspapers write many articles in support 
of going to battle.

1909- The U.S. has about 2,600 daily newspapers and about 14,000 weekly newspapers in print. 

1971- Newspaper coverage influences public opinion against a war. The New York Times publishes 
a series of secret U.S. Defense Department reports which show that the government did  
not fully inform Americans about U.S. involvement in the Vietnam War. The U.S. pulls out  
of Vietnam in 1973.

1980- The Columbus Dispatch of Ohio becomes the first electronic newspaper in the U.S.

1982- USA Today becomes the nation’s first national newspaper. It is also one of the first to use  
color photos.

2002- Google, a major Internet search engine, launches Google News. The searchable Web site 
links readers to news articles from publications throughout the world. Google News and 
similar Web sites become major sources of news, drawing many newspaper readers. 

2009- The U.S. has about 1,800 daily and about 7,500 non-daily papers, representing a drop in 
number during the second half of the 20th century. 
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