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How much do your students know about the country 
in which they live? This annual special issue helps 
readers become more acquainted with the United 
States geographically, statistically, and conceptually.

n USA Basics
• Relative size: the world’s fourth-largest country in 
area (after Russia, Canada, and China); second-largest 
country on the continent of North America.

• Hemispheres: Western Hemisphere; Northern 
Hemisphere.

• Political units: 50 states, 1 federal district (District of 
Columbia), 5 territories and possessions.

• Government: the President is the head of 
government. The legislative branch has two chambers, 
the Senate (100 members) and the House of 
Representatives (435 members). The third branch of 
the federal government is the Supreme Court.

• Bounded by: Canada to the north, the Atlantic 
Ocean to the east, the Gulf of Mexico and Mexico to the 
south, and the Pacific Ocean to the west.

n Vocabulary
• proficient (adj): well advanced in ability, 
knowledge, or understanding.

n Content-Area Questions
culture/social studies

	 1.	 �All of which state’s 10 U.S. Representatives are 
Democrats? (Massachusetts)

	 2.	 �Which two states have a U.S. Senator who is an 
independent? (Connecticut and Vermont)

	 3.	 �According to our figures, which state has reg-
istered a negative job growth over the last five 
years? (Michigan)

geography

	 1.	 �Which Southern states are entirely at the lowest 
land elevation? (Louisiana and Florida)

	 2.	 �The Black Hills straddle which two Western 
states? (South Dakota and Wyoming)

	 3.	 �The Continental Divide runs through which 
states, north to south? (Montana, Idaho, Wyo-
ming, Colorado, and New Mexico)

	 4.	 �Which of the Great Lakes does not border Can-
ada? (Lake Michigan)

	 5.	 �The nation’s highest mountain is in the northern-
most state. Name the state, the mountain, and 
the national park it’s in. (Alaska, Mt. McKinley, 
Denali National Park)

	 6.	 �How many of the 50 states share a border with 
Mexico? (four: California, Arizona, New Mexico, 
and Texas)

language arts

	 1.	 �How many state names are derived from or refer 
to Native American names or words? (25)

math

	 1.	 �What is the difference in public-school spending 
between Kansas and Nebraska? ($680)

	 2.	 �Population density is the number of people per 
square mile—a figure reached by dividing the 
population by the land area. Of these states, 
which state has the highest population density: 
Idaho, Michigan, or New Jersey? (New Jersey, 
with 1,115 people per square mile)

cover story: The U.S. Affairs 
Annual, Atlas & Almanac (pp. 8-14)

➤ NCSS standard
Individuals, groups, and institutions
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tk: tk (pp. tk) ➤ NCSS standard
People, places, and environments

Election 2008: Stretching the 
Truth (pp. 8-9)

There seems little doubt that 2008 
will go down as one of the most 
significant years ever in U.S. history, 
with the election of the first African-
American President and the worst 
financial meltdown since the Great 
Depression. This feature will help 
your students review some of the 
major events of this incredible year.

n Backstory
In January 2008, presidential can-
didates had already been on the 
campaign trail for a year. Repub-
lican John McCain’s campaign 
had been written off for dead just 
weeks before. On the Democratic 
side, the good money was for 
Hillary Clinton, then a New York 

Senator, to take an early lead in the 
primaries and bury Barack Obama 
on Super Tuesday, February 5. 
Obama’s victory in the Iowa cau-
cuses on January 3, and McCain’s 
in the New Hampshire primary five 
days later, began to change the 
political landscape.

n Rapid Review
• What were two issues over 
which voters expressed their 
displeasure in this election? (the 
economy and the policies of 
President George W. Bush)

• How did Congress try to prevent 
the collapse of U.S. financial 
institutions? (It passed a bailout 
package of $700 billion.)

• In which country where the U.S. 
military is involved did violence go 
down? (Iraq) in which did it rise 
steadily? (Afghanistan)

The value of charts and graphs is 
more than just the data they provide. 
Studying these two pages will hone 
students’ visual literacy as well as 
provoke questions for students to 
ask, answer, and explore.

n Foreign-Born Americans
The U.S. is often called a nation of 
immigrants. It is fascinating to note 
how the countries of origin of these 
newcomers have changed over 
the years. Compare the top seven 
countries of 1910 and those of a 
century later. How many countries 
are on both charts? What might 
account for the changes? What do 
you think the future face of the 
country will look like?

n Rapid Review
• What proportion of children ages 
5 to 17 speak a language other than 
English at home? (20.3 percent)

• In 1910, about what percent of 
immigrants were German? (17)

• In 2007, about what percent of 
immigrants were Mexican? (31)

• Where do nearly half of the people 
in the U.S. live? (suburban areas)

n Food for Thought
Students may be interested to com-
pare the “Faith in America” circle 
graph with the “Major Religions of 
the World” on p. 31 of our World 
Affairs issue: Christianity 33.3%; 
Islam 21.0%; Hinduism 13.2%; 
Chinese religions 5.8%; Buddhism 

5.8%; ethnoreligions 4.0%; Sikhism 
0.3%; Judaism, 0.2%; nonreligious 
or atheist 14.0%; other 2.4%.

Where are the most striking dif-
ferences between the U.S. and the 
world as a whole? Why do you 
think the percent of Christians in 
the U.S. is so much more, and of 
Muslims so much less? How do the 
percents of Jews compare?

News: The Top News of 2008 (pp. 3-5)

tk: tk (pp. tk) ➤ NCSS standard 
Individuals, groups, and institutions 

     

• �The year and breaking news in 
politics: politico.com

• �Final results and maps: cnn.com 
/ELECTION/2008/results/president

• �Explaining the economy to kids: 
troubledteenblog.com 
/financial-crisis-and-families- 
how-to-explain-to-kids

• �Who will be Time magazine’s person 
of the year? time.com 
/time/specials/packages 
/article/0,28804,1857576 
_1857573,00.html

WEB LINKS

     

The many faces of the country, in 
statistics:

• �factfinder.census.gov/home/saff 
/main.html

• census.gov/compendia/statab

• statemaster.com

WEB LINKS

Skills: Snapshots From Around 
the United States (pp. 6-7)
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How much do you know about what’s in this issue of 
JS? Getting 18-20 correct makes you a Quiz Wizard; 
14-17 correct makes you a Wizard’s Apprentice.

NEWS: TOP U.S. NEWS stories OF 2008, PAGES 3-5
n Decide whether each sentence is true, false, or an 
opinion. Write your answer on the blank line provided.
_____________________	 1.	� The 2008 presidential campaign was 

the most expensive ever.
_____________________	 2.	� The U.S. won the most gold medals at 

the Beijing Olympics.
_____________________	 3.	� Iraq has once again become the 

world’s largest producer of opium.
_____________________	 4.	� Congress should not have rushed a 

Wall Street bailout.
_____________________	 5.	� Southern California was hit with 

record flooding this year.
_____________________	 6.	� Galveston, Texas, was hit hard by 

Hurricane Ike.
_____________________	 7.	� Barack Obama won the traditionally 

Republican states of Virginia, Indi-
ana, and Nevada.

_____________________	 8.	� Civilian deaths in Iraq should have 
been lower.

_____________________	 9.	� The collapse of the housing bubble 
was followed by waves of home 
foreclosures.

______________________	10.	� In the Olympics, gymnast Nastia 
Liukin should have competed for Rus-
sia since that is where she was born.

SKILLS: SNAPSHOTS FROM AROUND THE U.S., 
PAGES 6-7
n Use a word from this list to correctly complete 
each sentence.

Arizona, Buddhism, California, Christianity, Germany, 
Iraq, Islam, Italy, Judaism, the Philippines, Nevada, 
South Africa, Texas, United Kingdom

	 11.	� After Christianity, which is observed by more 
than 75 percent of Americans, the second-most 
observed religion in the U.S. is  
_________________________________________________________________________________.

	 12.	� The state with the highest rate of foreclosures 
in April to June 2008 was  
_________________________________________________________________________________.

	 13.	� Mexico was, by far, the country of origin of 
foreign-born Americans last year. A distant 
second was ____________________________________________________________.

	 14.	� In 1910, the most common country of origin  
was __________________________________________________________________________.

	 15.	� The state with the second-fastest increase  
in population from 2000 to 2007 was  
_________________________________________________________________________________.

ALMANAC: STATE SMART/PEOPLE SMART,  
PAGES 10-15
n Write the letter of the correct answer on the line 
before each question.
______ 	16.	 It means “town of the large canoes.”
	A . Buckeye	 C. Missouri
	B . Illinois	 D. Wisconsin
______ 	17.	 Jay Nixon is its new leader.
	A . Delaware	 C. Missouri
	B . �House of	 D. North Carolina 

Representatives
______ 	18.	� Its spending on public-school students in 

2005-2006 was the highest in the country.
	A . Florida	 C. Missouri
	B . Mississippi	 D. New Jersey
______ 	19.	� It has more people under 18 than any other 

state.
	A . Alaska	 C. Missouri
	B . Idaho	 D. Utah
______ 	20.	� This state’s job growth has measured -2.6 

percent over the last five years.
	A . Arizona	 C. Missouri
	B . Michigan	 D. Wyoming
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 reproducibleNAME: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ®

Take our crossword challenge before 
reading this issue. Then come back and 
fill in any blanks. The starred clues refer 
to the 50 states (see pp. 8-12).

  ACROSS                                  
	 1	 Foot of a canine
	 4	 “Begone, fly!”
	 *8	 Texas: the Lone ___ State
	 10	R ude name for a “countrified” person
	*11	 The Prairie State (postal abbr.)
	 12	 President Lincoln’s nickname: Honest ___
	 14	 Per person (abbr.)
	 15	S tory about a person’s life, for short
	*16	M assachusetts: the ___ State
	*17	 The Badger State’s capital
	*19	N orth Carolina: the ___ Heel State
	 20	C hinese-food condiment: ___ sauce
	*21	 The smallest state, in area (postal abbr.)
	*22	 The Hawkeye State’s capital: ___ Moines
	 23	C alifornia’s time zone (abbr.)
	 25	I nterested in
	*27	 The Buckeye State
	*29	H arrisburg is its capital (abbr.).
	 30	 Tiny insect

  DOWN                                  
	 1	� Pounds per square inch 

(abbr.)
	 *2	�O cean bordering North 

Carolina (abbr.)
	 *3	� The Evergreen State (postal 

abbr.)
	 4	 Pronoun for a woman or girl
	 *5	�I ts capital is Honolulu  

(postal abbr.).
	 *6	 The ___ State: 21 Across
	 7	S langy way to say “all right”
	 9	S neak attack
	*13	I daho’s capital
	 15	�A  solid piece or block, as of 

chocolate or gold

	 16	A  man, earlier in life
	*17	 The Pine Tree State
	 18	�N ot great, not terrible; 

somewhere in between
	 19	A  journey or sojourn
	 22	D onald’s nickname
	 23	�N umber needed to use an  

ATM (abbr.)
	 24	 Young child
	*26	� The Volunteer State  

(postal abbr.)
	 28	S hort laughter sound

2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10

11 12 13 14

15 16

17 18

19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28
29

30

1

29

PUZZLE
CROSSWORD

Puzzle solution is in your Teacher’s Edition.

Puzzle by kathy wilmore

4 3 6 1
7 4

6 4 2
5 8 9
2 1 4 7

4 9 3
4 3 9

2 1
8 2 6 4
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Sudoku
Do you sudoku? This addictive puzzle from Japan 

has become hugely popular in the U.S. If you aren’t 
already a fan, here’s how to play: 

The puzzle grid is divided into 9 large squares, each 
of which is divided into 9 small squares. Each row and  
each column also has 9 squares. Your goal is to write 
a number from 1 to 9 in each square. Each digit can be 
used only once per row, column, and square.
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Interview checklist (Questions can be asked and answered in any order.)
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Gathering and reporting information 

Got a nose for news?
Let’s say that you are a reporter. Your editor calls 

you in and says, “We want an article on the most 
newsworthy event among your friends and family in 
2008. See what you can dig up. Give me at least 75 
words—but no more than one notebook page. Also, 
suggest an image that we can run along with it. Now 
get going!”

Your first step should be asking around to find out 
what your friends and family consider the biggest or 

most important change or event in their lives. Then 
choose the one you want to write about.

Go back and interview the person (or persons) 
involved in the topic that you are writing about. Be 
sure to get direct quotes to include in the article. 
During your interview, take care to get enough infor-
mation to answer the top questions that every news 
article should answer: who, what, when, where, how, 
and why. Use this checklist to help you keep track.

•	 Who was involved in the incident or event? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

•	 What was important or memorable about the incident or event? ______________________________________________________________________________
	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

•	 When did it take place? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

•	 Where did it take place? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

•	 How did it begin and end? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

•	 Why was it noteworthy? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

•	 Direct quote #1: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

•	 Direct quote #2: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

•	 Direct quote #3: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Once you have all the information you need, write 
up the article for your editor. Start with a rough draft, 
not worrying about word count. Then revise your story 

as many times as necessary to get it ready to turn 
in to your editor. Don’t forget to include a headline, 
byline, and suggestion for a photo or an illustration.



®

T-8  January 5, 2009 • Teacher’s Edition • JUNIOR SCHOLASTIC

 tEACHER TO TEACHER 

photo


 
cou

r
te

sy
 of

 
lisa


 a

rc
eThere are many ways teachers can use this issue’s top-news 

feature in the classroom. This suggested lesson plan comes 
from Lisa Arce, who teaches seventh- and eighth-grade 

students at Selden Middle School in Centereach, New York.

Reading Comprehension and Analysis
The Top U.S. News Stories of 2008

Objectives 
Students will review some of the major 
events of 2008 by engaging in a series 
of activities, which will reinforce 
summarizing, sequencing, reading-
comprehension, writing, and analysis skills.

Do Now
Skim “The Top U.S. News Stories of 2008”  
(pp. 3-5) to find the following information:
• �3 negative events, what they are and 

why
• �2 positive events, what they are and why
• �1 new vocabulary word that you learned 

while skimming the article.

Activity
Have students choose three mini 
assignments from the choice board at 
right. Every student must choose the 
assignment in the middle box. The other 
two assignments must come from boxes 
that form a straight line (vertically or 
horizontally) with the central box, as in 
tic-tac-toe. Students can work on these 
assignments in pairs or individually, in 
class or at home.

Review
Teachers will issue “exit tickets” that 
require students to answer the following 
question: Name one topic that was 
newsworthy in 2008, and make one 
prediction relating to that topic for 2009.

Using item #3, 
“Olympic Games,” 
create a graphic 
organizer that 
asks and answers 
these basic news-
story questions 
(who, what, when, 
where, and why).

Using item #4, 
“Wars,” create a 
list of successes 
and remaining 
challenges in Iraq.

Using item #5, 
“Mother Nature’s 
Fury,” create 
a causes-and-
results list.

Using item #4, 
“Wars,” create 
a two-column 
chart with the 
headings Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Take 
notes in bullet 
form, summarizing 
the main points 
relating to each.

Summarize 
Election 2008 in a 
short paragraph, 
noting the winners 
and losers for the 
presidential and 
vice-presidential 
slots.

Using item 
#3, “Olympic 
Games,” and other 
information you 
can find, create 
a score card 
showing  the top 
five countries in 
medals earned.

Using item #2, 
“A Slumping 
Economy,” write 
a paragraph in 
which you describe 
a personal 
connection to the 
poor economic 
times.

Using item #2, 
“A Slumping 
Economy,” and 
other sources, 
create a chronology 
of key economic 
events that took 
place in 2008.

Using item #5, 
“Mother Nature’s 
Fury,” make a 
bulleted list of 
the devastation 
caused by 
Hurricane Ike. 
Entitle your list 
“The Devastation 
of Ike.”

Lisa Arce




