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Dear Teacher,
This skills manual began with a simple premise: We 

Americans often take democracy for granted. How can we 
help young readers begin to understand the hardships that 
others face because of the brutality of their governments—
and often the inability of those governments to meet 
people's needs. In recent months, that lesson has been 
dramatized in unimaginable ways.

It started on December 17, 2010, with a desperate 
act by a Tunisian fruit vendor. After a police officer 
confiscated his electronic scale and slapped him, 
the 26-year-old, embarrassed and angry, walked to a 
government building a few blocks away. When no one 
would respond to his pleas, he doused himself in paint 
thinner and set himself on fire. The ultimately fatal 
act inspired protests that led to the overthrow of Zine 
el-Abidine Ben Ali, Tunisia's dictator of 23 years.

Tunisia's uprising, in turn, sparked protests across the 
Arab world. On February 11, after 18 days of massive 
demonstrations, Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak was 
forced to step down. Violent clashes have since broken 
out in Iran, Libya, Yemen, Bahrain, and other nations.

You can use these reproducibles to help your students 
learn about the different types of governments around 
the world, how they work—and don't work—and how 
profoundly they affect people’s lives. The reproducibles 
are also designed to help hone students' reading 
comprehension and critical-thinking skills. 

We hope you'll find this manual useful. Please let us 
know by emailing us at junior@scholastic.com.

Suzanne McCabe, Editor
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United States
PRESIDENTIAL-LEGISLATIVE DEMOCRACY

	 1.	� How many branches make up the United States 
government?
A three  
 four
 six
D none

	 2.	�I n which branch does just one person have the 
most wide-ranging set of duties?
A executive
 judicial
 legislative
 They are about equal.

	 3.	�N ame one power that both Congress and the 
Supreme Court exercise over the President.
A approval of high-level executive branch leaders
 passage of laws for the President to approve
 role in choice of Supreme Court Justices
 �role in removal of a President or Vice President 

from office

	 4.	� Which of the following statements cannot be 
determined using this chart? (Choose as many  
as apply.)
A �Congress can remove the President  

from office.
 Congress is more powerful than the President.
 �Congress is more powerful than the  

Supreme Court.
 Congress makes laws.

	 5.	� Which of these statements is accurate?  
(Choose as many as apply.)
A �The Congress enforces the laws of the  

United States.
 �The President enforces the laws of the  

United States.
 �The Supreme Court enforces the laws of the 

United States.
 �The Supreme Court reviews laws to make sure 

they are constitutional.

7 Presidential-legislative democracy: An elected President leads the government, sharing power with a  
legislature and the courts.

DIRECTIONS: Fill in the circle of the best answer.

READING A CHART21st 
Century

Governments

in Action

 The Sharing and Separation of Power
PRESIDENT
(Executive Branch)
• �leads the executive branch, 

enforces laws, and carries out 
governmental obligations

• �leads the military

• �directs foreign policy

• �signs or vetoes bills passed by 
Congress 

• �appoints members of the 
Supreme Court

• �represents the U.S. govern-
ment before the world

CONGRESS
(Legislative Branch)
• �passes bills that can  

become laws

• �impeaches and removes the 
President or Vice President,  
if necessary

• �declares war

• �approves treaties

• �approves Supreme Court 
nominees

• �approves top-level executive 
branch leaders

SUPREME COURT
(Judicial Branch)
• �reviews laws and regulations 

to see if they are constitu-
tional (complying with the  
U.S. Constitution)

• �serves as the country’s top 
appeals court

• �Chief Justice presides at any 
trial to remove the President 
or Vice President

3   Junior Scholastic  • 21 Century Governments in Action Skills Manual
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Reading a Chronology21st 
Century

Governments

in Action Egypt
Dominant Party

	 1.	� Who led Egypt before 
Mubarak?

	 2.	� How long ago did 
Mubarak declare 
“emergency law"?

	 3.	� What are some effects of 
“emergency law”?

	 4.	� How did Mubarak 
influence Egypt’s 
relationship with Israel?

	 5.	� When was he "elected" 
to his third term?

	 6.	� Why did he visit the U.S. 
in 1999?

	 7.	� True or false? Egypt was 
a U.S. ally in 1991.

	 8.	� Why was Egypt’s first 
multicandidate election 
still not “free”?

	 9.	� Why did Egyptians want 
Mubarak to step down?

	10.	� Why might Egyptians 
have viewed Mubarak 
differently from U.S. 
officials? 

DIRECTIONS: Write your 
answers on a separate 
sheet of paper.

7 Dominant party: A system in which one political party rules. Other parties may exist but have relatively 
little power.

In late January, thousands of Egyptians took to the streets to demand that their President, Hosni Mubarak, 
step down. (See “Uprising in Egypt,” pp. 2-3, in the Feb. 28, 2011, issue of JS.) This chronology explores key 
moments in Mubarak’s presidency—and offers a look at some of the reasons for his downfall.

1981: Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat is assassinated 
two years after signing a peace 
agreement with Israel. Vice 
President Hosni Mubarak becomes 
President. To stabilize Egypt 
following the assassination, 
Mubarak declares “emergency 
law.” That means the government 
can arrest people without charges 
and restrict freedom of speech 
and assembly. Mubarak never 
rescinded the law.

1986: Mubarak meets with 
Israeli Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres, strengthening Egypt’s 
relationship with both Israel and 
the United States.

1987: Mubarak is elected to a 
second six-year term as President. 
No one else is on the ballot.

1991: Mubarak joins the U.S.-
led coalition to drive Iraqi armies 
from Kuwait in the Persian Gulf 
War.

1993: Again the only candidate 
on the ballot, Mubarak gains a 
third term as President.

1995: Gunmen from a militant 
Islamic group try to assassinate 
Mubarak in Ethiopia, but he's  
unharmed. It's the first of six 
attempts on his life.

1999: Mubarak visits the U.S. 
to attend the signing of a peace 
agreement between Israeli and 
Palestinian officials. Back in Egypt, 
he's elected to a fourth term.

2000: Mubarak’s son Gamal is 
appointed to a top position in his 
father’s National Democratic Party. 
Many begin to wonder if Mubarak 
is grooming him to take over as 
President one day.

2005: Egyptians hold protests, 
demanding free elections. Under 
pressure from the U.S., Egypt 
amends its constitution to allow 
multiple candidates to run for 
President—the first such election 
in Egypt’s history. But several 
candidates are kept off the ballot, 
and Mubarak’s main opponent 
is jailed. The election’s result, 
Mubarak’s fifth term, is denounced 
as fraudulent.

2011: In late January, thousands 
of Egyptians—led by young, 
Internet-savvy activists—demand 
that Mubarak resign as President. 
They say that they are fed up 
with a lack of freedom under a 
repressive regime. At first, Mubarak 
says that he will not run in the 
September election, but he refuses 
to resign. In mid-February, amid 
growing international pressure, 
Mubarak steps down as President.
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Mexico
PRESIDENTIAL-LEGISLATIVE DEMOCRACY

7 Presidential-legislative democracy: An elected President leads the government, sharing power with a 
legislature and the courts.

using Context Clues21st 
Century

Governments

in Action

	 1.	 What is a “cartel”?

	 2.	 How does the U.S. affect Mexico’s drug problem?

	 3.	� What has happened as a result of President 
Calderón's cracking down on the drug trade?

	 4.	� How do the drug cartels try to stop the law from 
being enforced?

	 5.	� What is President Fox's proposed solution for 
trying to defeat Mexico's drug cartels?

	 6.	 How does he think that would work?

	 7.	� How does President Calderón think Mexico should 
fight the war on drugs?

	 8.	 How does he think that would work?

	 9.	� Why does President Calderón disagree with  
former President Fox?

	10.	� Which solution do you think would be more 
effective? Explain.

DIRECTIONS: Read the passage above. Then write your answers to these questions on a separate  
sheet of paper.

Mexico's illegal drug trade is a 
huge problem. The country 
borders the U.S., the world’s 

largest market for heroin, cocaine, 
and marijuana. In the past five years, 
since President Felipe Calderón began 
a crackdown on drug smuggling, 
fighting among rival drug gangs has 
resulted in almost 35,000 deaths. The 
drug cartels (illegal groups formed to 
control the production and distribution 
of narcotics) are rich enough to buy 
off many police officers, judges, and 
government officials. They threaten or 
kill people who try to stop them.

Former President Vicente Fox says 
that prohibiting drugs has failed. Last 
summer, he said that Mexico “should 
consider legalizing the production, sale, 
and distribution of drugs. Legalization 
does not mean that drugs are good. 

But we have to see it as a strategy 
to weaken and break the economic 
system that allows cartels to make huge 
profits, which in turn increases their 
power and capacity to corrupt.”

President Calderón strongly 
disagrees. He believes that stricter 
law enforcement will work. 
Colombia, he points out, was 
plagued by drug violence in the 
1980s, but when its government 
“decided to confront the criminals 
with determination, they began to 
retreat. and the state began to win.” 
He also says that easing drug laws 
would have “serious consequences 
for American and Mexican society. 
Drugs kill in production. Drugs kill 
in distribution, as is the case in the 
violence in Mexico, and drugs kill  
in consumption.”

Sources: L.A. Times, Guardian (UK)



 21st Century Governments in Action Skills Manual • Junior Scholastic   6

Venezuela
Presidential-legislative democracy

______ 	 1.	O il is Venezuela’s greatest source of income.

______ 	 2.	�C hávez is the best champion for Venezuela’s 
poor people.

______ 	 3.	�C hávez uses poor people as an excuse  
to gain power.

______ 	 4.	�I t is a shame that the 2002 takeover attempt 
against Chávez did not succeed.

______ 	 5.	�C hávez says that reporters who criticize  
him are being paid by his enemies.

______ 	 6.	�C hávez’s “21st-century socialism” has  
been good for Venezuela.

______ 	 7.	�P overty is still a serious problem in Venezuela.

______ 	 8.	�C hávez should not have taken over 
Venezuela’s oil industry.

______ 	 9.	�C hávez called President George W. Bush  
“the devil” in a speech before the UN.

______ 	 10.	� Tensions between Venezuela and the U.S.  
did not begin with the UN speech.

7 Presidential-legislative democracy: An elected President leads the government, sharing power with a 
legislature and the courts.

Directions: Read this passage about Venezuela’s government. Then, in the section that follows, decide 
whether each statement is a fact or an opinion. Write F for fact or O for opinion on each line provided.

Distinguishing Fact from Opinion21st 
Century

Governments

in Action

President Hugo Chávez has 
dominated Venezuela’s politics 
for the past decade. First elected 
in 1998, Chávez prides himself on 
championing the rights of poor 
people. Chávez’s critics say that 
he uses the support of the poor to 
build more power for himself. The 
President’s enemies tried to remove 
him from office in a 2002 takeover 
attempt. However, he returned 
quickly and was re-elected in 2006.

Chávez calls his plan for 
government “21st-century 
socialism.” In 2007, he ordered the 
government to “nationalize,” or take 
over, the oil industry—the country’s 

main moneymaker. Chávez has 
built on his efforts to increase the 
government’s power by nationalizing 
communications, electricity, cement, 
and steel companies. He has said 
that these actions were taken to 
help the poor, but poverty remains a 
serious problem.

Chávez has many critics at home. 
He argues that hostile reporters are 
being paid by his enemies. Chávez 
is himself an outspoken critic of 
the U.S. In 2006, he called U.S. 
President George W. Bush “the 
devil” in a speech before the United 
Nations (UN). This has increased 
tensions between the two countries.

Venezuela Under Hugo Chávez
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France
PRESIDENTIAL-PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY

_______ 	 1.	� The most powerful person in the French 
government is (A) a Constitutional  
Council member; (B) the President;  
(C) the Prime Minister.

_______ 	 2.	� The office or official in charge of France’s 
domestic policy is the (A) Constitutional 
Council; (B) President; (C) Prime Minister.

_______ 	 3.	� Which house of Parliament is more powerful? 
(A) Constitutional Council; (B) National 
Assembly; (C) Senate

_______ 	 4.	� The Parliament is responsible for (A) checking 
the constitutionality of laws; (B) creating new 
laws; (C) vetoing laws.

_______ 	 5.	� The Constitutional Council is responsible for  
(A) appointing the President; (B) checking the 
constitutionality of laws; (C) foreign policy.

_______ 	 6.	� France’s President is the country’s  
(A) chief executive; (B) head of government; 
(C) legislative leader.

_______ 	 7.	� The Prime Minister is France’s (A) chief 
executive; (B) head of government;  
(C) leader of the Senate.

_______ 	 8.	� The Prime Minister belongs to the majority 
party of the (A) Constitutional Council;  
(B) National Assembly; (C) Senate.

_______ 	 9.	� The President appoints (A) members of the 
National Assembly; (B) members of the 
Senate; (C) the Prime Minister.

_______ 	10.	� The Constitutional Council is appointed by 
the President and (A) current members of 
the Constitutional Council; (B) leaders of 
Parliament; (C) the Prime Minister.

7 Presidential-parliamentary democracy: Authority is split between an elected President (head of state) 
and a Prime Minister (head of government). Parliament plays a significant role in choosing these leaders.

DIRECTIONS: Read the passage above. Then write the letter of the correct answer on each line provided.

MAKING CONNECTIONS21st 
Century

Governments

in Action

The French Government
• �The President is the elected chief executive and 

France’s most powerful politician. The current 
President is Nicolas Sarkozy (nee-koh-LAH 
sar-koh-ZEE), who was elected in 2007 for a 
five-year term. The President controls foreign 
policy and defense. He also appoints the Prime 
Minister, with the approval of Parliament.

• �The Prime Minister functions as the head of 
government. He is in charge of domestic policy. 
The Prime Minister belongs to the majority 
party in the National Assembly (see “The 
Parliament”). The current Prime Minister is 
François Fillon (frahn-SWAH fee-YONE).

• �Parliament is the legislative (law-making) 
branch of government. It is composed of two 
chambers: the National Assembly, whose 
members are elected to five-year terms; and the 
Senate, which is chosen by an electoral college 
made up of other elected officials. The National 
Assembly has more power over legislation than 
the Senate, but the President has the power to 
dissolve that body by calling for new elections.

• �The Constitutional Council rules on the 
constitutionality of laws. Its members are 
appointed by the President and both chambers 
of Parliament for nine-year terms.
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LIECHTENSTEIN
CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCHY

DIRECTIONS: Study the brief article below. On each blank 
line, write the appropriate word from the vocabulary list, 
based on the context of the surrounding words. NOTE: 
Minister is a common term for a high-ranking official.
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USING CONTEXT CLUES21st 
Century

Governments

in Action

Liechtenstein is a tiny country in Europe that is 

no bigger than Washington, D.C. Its government, 

based on shared responsibilities, is made up of 

five (1) _______________________, including the Prime Minister. All of these people are appointed by the 

(2) _______________________, upon the approval of Parliament.

Prince Hans-Adam II is the current head of state. He represents the country in (3) ______________________ 

affairs. He signs (4) _______________________ treaties. But those treaties are (5) _______________________ 

only if approved by Parliament. The Prince has several other powers, which include calling and dismissing 

(6) _______________________. He also (7) _______________________ candidates for the Supreme Court.

The Prince shares power with Liechtenstein’s (8) _______________________ Parliament. Citizens vote 

for members of Parliament directly. As with the Prince, the duties of Parliament are laid out in Liechten

stein’s (9) _______________________. Parliament’s main job is to pass (10) _______________________. 

But it also names top members of the (11) _______________________. Parliament sets the country’s 

budget and approves new (12) _______________________. Under Liechtenstein’s constitution, voters 

can reverse a parliamentary (13) _______________________. To do so, they must collect at least 1,000 

(14) _______________________ on a petition. They must collect 1,500 of them to propose a constitutional 

(15) _______________________ or vote on a treaty.

U.S.U.S.
 EQUATOR
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Balzers0 3 MI
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amendment

constitution

decision

elected

foreign

government

international

lawful

laws

ministers

nominates

Parliament

Prince

signatures

taxes

Vocabulary List

7 Constitutional monarchy: A King or other monarch is head of state, with limited power in a civilian 
government, as defined by a country’s constitution. Most power is held by a Parliament and Prime Minister.
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Russia
Dominant Party

	 1.	� What institution controlled the government  
of the Soviet Union?

	 2.	I n what year did the Soviet Union break apart?

	 3.	� What is a government of absolute rule called?

	 4.	� Who was Russia’s first President?

	 5.	� What made many Russians of recent years 
remember the Communist Party fondly?

	 6.	 Which leader restored stability to Russia?

	 7.	� What has succeeded the Communist Party as  
the dominant power in Russia?

	 8.	� Why might some people doubt the fairness of the 
2008 elections?  

	 9.	�C an a government described as “dominant party” 
be a true democracy? Explain your answer.

	10.	�U nder what circumstances would you consider 
security more important than absolute freedom?  
What freedoms would you never surrender? 
Explain.

7 Dominant party: A system in which one political party rules. Other parties may exist but have relatively 
little power.

DIRECTIONS: Write your answers on a separate sheet of paper.

Reading a Chronology21st 
Century

Governments

in Action

Russia has a long history as 
a nation and once was the 
center of an empire. For 

most of the 20th century, it was 
part of the Soviet Union, a massive 
Communist country that spread 
over most of Eastern Europe. The 
Communist Party tightly controlled 
all aspects of its government and 
strictly limited personal freedoms. 
Decades of Communist rule 
eventually left the Soviet economy 
and society in a shambles. 
Russians began to resist Soviet 
control. Finally, the Soviet Union 
broke apart and Russia became 
a country again. But even after 
they were freed from Communist 
autocracy (government of absolute 
rule), many Russians came to 
embrace the rule of another strong 
party—United Russia. Use this 
recent chronology to answer the 
questions that follow.

Russia Chronology
1991: Demanding more independence from the Soviet Union, 
Russians vote to have their own President. Boris Yeltsin is the first to 
be elected. Communist Party hardliners, resisting recent reforms, seize 
the Soviet government. Yeltsin helps defeat them and bans the party in 
Russia. As the year ends, the Soviet Union breaks into 15 countries.

1996: Russia emerges from Communism with a democratic 
system. But inept government oversight causes Russia’s economy 
to plunge into chaos. Violent crime runs unchecked. Many Russians 
openly long for the days of the Communist Party’s absolute control.

2000: Vladimir Putin of the United Russia Party wins the first 
of two elections for President. Putin brings stability to Russia’s 
economy and cracks down on crime. But he also revives Soviet-style 
autocracy by controlling the media and arresting protesters.

2008: Constitutionally unable to run for President again, Putin 
names Dmitry Medvedev of United Russia as his successor. Elections 
are tightly controlled, and most opposition parties are banned from the 
ballot. After Medvedev is elected, he appoints Putin Prime Minister.

2009: United Russia overwhelmingly wins regional elections, but is 
accused of widespread fraud. President Medvedev surprises many by 
telling his party’s leaders they must learn to win elections honestly. 
Russians and outsiders wonder if further reforms are possible.
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Belarus
Presidential Dictatorship

	 1.	�I dentify powers that give the President control 
over the legislative branch. _________________________________________

		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 2.	�I dentify powers that give the President control 
over the executive branch. ________________________________________

		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 3.	� Which two powers would be most useful to the 
President in stopping protests against the 
government? __________________________________________________________________

		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 4.	� Which powers would give the President control over 
city governments? ________________________________________________________

		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 5.	� Which of the above powers do you suppose would be 
the most important in giving the President dictatorial 
power? Which do you think would be useful to a 
nondictator? Give reasons for your answers.

		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

7 Presidential dictatorship: A President has almost complete power.

DIRECTIONS: Write your answers on the lines provided.

Critical Thinking/Document-based Questions21st 
Century

Governments

in Action

Belarus gained its 
independence when the 
Soviet Union broke up 

in 1991. Since 1994, Belarus 
has been ruled by President 
Aleksandr Lukashenko. That 
same year, Belarus adopted 
a constitution that gave the 
President tight control over  
the government and the 
people. At right are 11 of 
the more than 30 provisions 
on presidential power from 
Articles 84 and 85 of the 
Belarus constitution. Read 
them, then answer the 
questions below.

• �can dissolve Parliament

• �can hire and fire the heads of all 
government agencies

• �appoints the Prime Minister 
(who runs the executive branch) 
with the approval of Parliament’s 
House of Representatives

• �can impose a state of emergency 
on all or part of the country 
if the President suspects that 
“unrest” might turn violent; can 
also impose martial law (military 
suspension of civilian government 
and normal constitutional rights)

• �can abolish acts of Parliament

• �can grant pardons to people 
convicted of crimes

• �can appoint and fire Supreme 
Court and other upper-level judges

• �can set aside laws made by local 
governments

• �is commander-in-chief of the 
armed forces

• �can issue decrees that have the 
force of law nationwide

source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs  
of the Republic of Belarus Web site

According to the Belarus  
Constitution, the President: 
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north korea
Communist One-Party State

	 1.	 Who is the current leader of North Korea?

	 2.	 Who was his father?

	 3.	I s Kim their family name or first name?

	 4.	� What is the name of North Korea's only  
political party?

	 5.	 What does “Juche” mean?

	 6.	� What are some of the reasons that it might be 
especially difficult to achieve in North Korea?

	 7.	� How does an individual create a “cult of personality”?

	 8.	 What evidence is there of one in North Korea?

	 9.	� What are some signs that Kim Jong-un is the  
heir apparent?

	10.	� How might the idea of “self-reliance” contribute  
to North Korea's isolation?

7 Communist one-party state: A government based on state (national) ownership of land and businesses. 
Only one political party has power. North Korea is also a hereditary dictatorship.

7 Word to Know: ideology (n): the set of ideas, beliefs, and values that form a political philosophy

DIRECTIONS: Read the passage above. Then write your answers to these questions on a separate  
sheet of paper.

Making Inferences21st 
Century

Governments

in Action

North Korean leader Kim Jong-il 
inherited power from his father, Kim 
il-Sung. (In Korea, as in many Asian 

countries, the family name comes first.)
Kim il-Sung ruled North Korea for 

46 years after it separated from South 
Korea in 1948. He ruled by “a cult of 
personality,” using state-run media and 
other propaganda to portray himself as a 
ideal figure, or god. He was called “Great 
Leader.” Kids in school had to say grace, 
thanking him for their lunch.

Kim il-Sung called his ideology “Juche” 
(joo-chay), self-reliance. He believed that the 
country should produce everything it needed 
without depending on others. But in a cold 
and mountainous land, growing enough 
food is difficult. In the 1990s, hundreds of 
thousands of people starved to death.

North Korea also maintains an army of 
more than 1 million troops. The U.S. State 
Department estimates that the country 
spends as much as a quarter of its income 
on the military.

Kim Jong-il took over after Kim il-Sung 
died in 1994. He is called “Dear Leader.” 
The government claims that he was born 
on the country’s highest mountain, and that 
a double rainbow appeared after his birth.

Observers believe that Kim Jong-il  
has chosen his youngest son, Kim Jong-un, 
to succeed him. Last September, Kim 
Jong-un was named a four-star general. 
The next day, he was appointed to the 
committee that runs the Korean Workers’ 
Party, the country’s only political party. 
Outsiders know so little about him that 
they’re not sure whether he is 28 or 29.

Sources: New York Times, BBC News, Time, Asia Times, U.S. State Department
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AFGHANISTAN
TRANSITIONAL GOVERNMENT

7 Transitional: In the process of changing from one form of government to another.

READING A CHRONOLOGY21st 
Century

Governments

in Action

DIRECTIONS: Write your answers on a 
separate sheet of paper.

Afghanistan is a poor Muslim 
country in southwestern Asia.  
In 1979, the Soviet Union invaded 

Afghanistan to prop up a Communist 
government. The Soviets are long gone, 
but Afghanistan remains a nation in 
conflict, with U.S. forces trying to help 
root out terrorists and stabilize the 
government. Use the chronology (at 
right) to answer these questions.

	 1.	 �True or false: The United States 
invaded Afghanistan in 1979.

	 2.	� What kind of government did 
Afghanistan have then?

	 3.	� How long did the invading force of 
1979 stay in Afghanistan?

	 4.	� What were the fighters who 
battled the invaders called?

	 5.	� Why was Al Qaeda first formed?

	 6.	� Why did fighting continue after 
the invaders of 1979 left?

	 7.	� What group then took control?

	 8.	� What second force invaded 
Afghanistan and why?

	 9.	� Why might some people say 
that Afghanistan is not truly 
democratic?

	10.	� How can being “in transition” be 
positive or negative?

 Afghanistan Chronology
1980: Bands of resistance fighters called mujahedeen 
(moo-jah-hih-DEEN) form in Afghanistan to oppose the 
Soviets. The U.S., Saudi Arabia, and other countries aid the 
rebels with money, training, and arms. So do fellow Muslims 
from around the Middle East.

1988: A Saudi millionaire named Osama bin Laden forms 
an organization called Al Qaeda to aid the mujahedeen. For 
bin Laden, a strict Muslim, the struggle is a holy war.

1989: The Soviets leave Afghanistan in defeat. The war 
continues even after the Soviets and the U.S. withdraw 
support from their respective sides of the fighting.

1992: The Communist government falls to the rebels. But 
the mujahedeen split into rival factions, igniting civil war.

1995: A radical Muslim group called the Taliban takes 
over most of Afghanistan, enforcing a harsh interpretation of 
Islamic law. 

1996: Bin Laden extends his holy war to target the U.S. 
and other countries. He begins running Al Qaeda terrorist 
training camps in Afghanistan, protected by the Taliban.

2001: Al Qaeda terrorists attack the World Trade Center and 
the Pentagon in the U.S. on September 11, killing nearly 3,000 
people. When the Taliban refuse to give up bin Laden, the U.S.-
led forces invade Afghanistan, driving the Taliban from power.

2004: With U.S. assistance, Afghanistan adopts a 
democratic constitution. Voters elect pro-Western candidate 
Hamid Karzai as President. But the Taliban makes a strong 
comeback. War continues to plague the Afghan people.

2009: Despite an increased number of U.S. troops, the 
Taliban continues to make gains. Karzai is re-elected in 
August, amid accusations of fraud. Pressure builds on him to 
reform a corrupt government. In December, President Barack 
Obama promises more U.S. troops for a limited time, saying, 
“Afghans will have to take responsibility for their own 
security.” He vows to begin withdrawing troops in July 2011. 
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MYANMAR
MILITARY RULE

	 1.	 What was Myanmar’s former name?

	 2.	� What country did it win independence from,  
and when?

	 3.	 When did the current government take power?

	 4.	 What do most people in Myanmar do for work?

	 5.	 What language differences are there?

	 6.	� Why do you think the junta refused to accept the 
1990 election results?

	 7.	 What did it do after that election?

	 8.	� Why did Aung San Suu Kyi’s opposition party 
boycott the 2010 election?

	 9.	� What evidence is there that wealth is unequally 
distributed in Myanmar?

10.	� What evidence is there that there is not much 
freedom in Myanmar?

7 Military rule: The leader of a country’s armed forces controls the government.

DIRECTIONS: Read the passage above. Then write your answers to the questions below on a separate  
sheet of paper.

UsING CONTEXT Clues 21st 
Century

Governments

in Action

Myanmar
The Southeast Asian nation of Myanmar, 

formerly known as Burma, became independent 
from Great Britain in 1948. It has been ruled by 
the military since 1962. The ruling junta (group 
of military leaders), led by General Than Shwe, 
took power in 1988. It held elections in 1990, 
but refused to accept the results when it lost. 
Instead, it arrested the opposition party’s leader, 
Aung San Suu Kyi (ong sohn soo chee), and 
imprisoned many of her supporters.

Myanmar is one of the poorest countries in the 
world. Most of its 53 million people are farmers, 
especially of rice. An estimated one-third of them 
live in extreme poverty. It also exports oil, wood, 
and precious stones, but most major businesses 
are owned by the government or by government 
officials and their friends and relatives.

Most of Myanmar’s people are Burmans, 
related to Tibetans and Chinese. They speak 

Burmese. At least one-third are ethnic minorities, 
such as the Shan, Karen, and Rakhine peoples. 
These groups speak their own languages. 
They have often revolted against the junta. 
They accuse it of destroying their villages and 
enslaving, torturing, and killing people.

The junta runs the main newspapers,  
radio, and TV stations. “Negative” news is so 
strictly censored that newspapers sometimes 
won’t report on soccer games that the national 
team loses.

Last November, after years of international 
pressure, Myanmar held elections again. But 
Suu Kyi was still under house arrest, so her 
party refused to run candidates. With the main 
opposition group out and many minorities not 
allowed to vote, a pro-junta party captured more 
than three-fourths of the contested seats. A few 
days after the election, Suu Kyi was released.
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South Africa
Parliamentary Democracy

_______	 1.	 �apartheid: (A) apartness; (B) bringing 
together; (C) committing a crime;  
(D) enforced strongly

_______	 2.	� corruption: (A) economic growth;  
(B) separation of the races; (C) whites-only 
government; (D) wrongdoing by officials

_______	 3.	� epidemic: (A) economic hardship;  
(B) growth; (C) high unemployment;  
(D) rapidly spreading disease or social ill

_______	 4.	� reconciliation: (A) bringing together;  
(B) driving apart; (C) group of people;  
(D) whites-only government

_______	 5.	� segregation: (A) bringing together;  
 (B) commission of a crime; (C) enforced 
strongly; (D) separation of the races

7 Parliamentary democracy: The Parliament chooses the leader of the executive branch, usually a Prime 
Minister. In some countries, this leader is called a Premier or Chancellor—or, in South Africa, a President.

using Context Clues21st 
Century

Governments

in Action

DIRECTIONS: Write the letter of the term or phrase that best defines each boldfaced word from the  
passage above.

In 1990, South Africa’s government 
released Nelson Mandela from prison. 
Mandela, a black attorney, had served nearly 
28 years for opposing South Africa’s system 
of apartheid (uh-PAR-tate). South Africa’s 
whites-only government had ruled this way 
for decades, even though whites made up a 
mere 15 percent of the population.

Apartheid kept each group of South 
Africans—black, white, Indian, and mixed-
race—in separate neighborhoods, schools, 
buses, and stores. As with segregation in the 
United States, blacks had to use the worst 
facilities. Mandela’s release symbolized the 
fall of apartheid. In 1994, South Africa held 
its first multiracial elections. Mandela was 
elected the country’s first black President.

The country still faced tough issues. 
Apartheid had been violently enforced and 
violently opposed. To bring people together 

as one nation, Mandela created a Truth & 
Reconciliation Commission to identify crimes 
committed during apartheid.

Today, AIDS is one of South Africa’s most 
serious problems. During the presidency of 
Thabo Mbeki (1999-2008), the government 
was accused of doing little to combat the 
epidemic. South Africa accounts for some 
17 percent of the world’s AIDS cases. By one 
estimate, AIDS caused 48 percent of all deaths 
in South Africa in 2007. The epidemic has 
created about 1.4 million orphans.

South Africa’s economy is strong compared 
with those of most other African nations, 
but poverty remains a serious issue. Many 
uneducated blacks have found it hard to 
get jobs. Government corruption is also 
a problem. Several top officials, including 
current President Jacob Zuma, have been 
accused of abusing their offices.

South Africa
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Ghana
Presidential-Parliamentary Democracy

	 1.	�P resident Obama says that many people overlook 
good things about Africa and see only its what?

		  _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 2.	� How does Obama say the Ghanaians have put 
democracy on a “firmer footing”? 

		  _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 3.	�A ccording to Obama, Africa’s economic development 
depends upon what? ____________________________________________________

	 4.	� What example of Ghana’s “leaders” does the 
President cite as proof of a democratic spirit? 

		  _________________________________________________________________________________________
		  _________________________________________________________________________________________

	 5.	� What does Obama ask Ghanaians to do in the 
future? ___________________________________________________________________________

		  _________________________________________________________________________________________

7 Presidential-parliamentary democracy: An elected President is chief executive. The legislative branch  
is headed by a Parliament. (Unlike most presidential-parliamentary democracies, Ghana does not have a 
Prime Minister.)

DIRECTIONS: Read the excerpt at right from 
President Obama’s speech. Then answer the 
questions below on the lines provided.

Interpreting Primary Sources21st 
Century

Governments

in Action

Here in Ghana, you show us a face of 
Africa that is too often overlooked by a world 
that sees only tragedy or the need for charity 
[here]. The people of Ghana have worked 
hard to put democracy on a firmer footing, 
with peaceful transfers of power even in the 
wake of closely contested elections. And 
with improved governance and an emerging 
civil society, Ghana’s economy has shown 
impressive rates of growth. . . .

To realize [Africa’s] promise, we must 
first recognize a fundamental truth that you 
have given life to in Ghana: [Economic] 
development depends upon good governance. 
That is the ingredient which has been missing 
in far too many places, for far too long. 
That is the change that can unlock Africa’s 
potential, and that is a responsibility that can 
only be met by Africans. . . .

Time and again, Ghanaians have chosen 
constitutional rule over autocracy [absolute 
rule], and shown a democratic spirit that 
allows the energy of your people to break 
through. We see that in leaders who accept 
defeat graciously, and victors who resist calls 
to wield power against the opposition. . . .

Freedom is your inheritance. Now, it is 
your responsibility to build upon freedom’s 
foundation. If you do, we will look back 
years from now to places like Accra [Ghana’s 
capital] and say that this was the time  
when the promise was realized . . . when 
prosperity was forged, pain was overcome, 
and a new era of progress began. This can 
be the time when we witness the triumph of 
justice once more.

from President Obama’s SpeechGhana is a small country in West Africa. Like much 
of Africa, it has a troubled history with European 
colonists, who took gold and slaves from it for 

centuries. In 1957, Ghana won independence from the 
U.K. But decades of military takeovers and dictatorships 
followed. Finally, in 1992, Ghanaians approved a new 
constitution and a multiparty democracy. In 2000, Ghana 
had its first peaceful presidential handover of power. 
Today, led by President John Atta Mills, the country 
remains a stable democracy. On July 11, 2009, U.S. 
President Barack Obama gave a speech before Ghana’s 
Parliament, praising the country’s political progress.
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LIBYA
DICTATORSHIP

	 1.	� What government institution does Qaddafi say is 
not democratic, and why? ____________________________________________

		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
	
	 2.	�A ccording to him, what kind of people belong to a 

political party? _______________________________________________________________
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 3.	 Why do these people form a party? 
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 4.	 Who are party members trying to rule? 
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

	 5.	�I n your opinion, how does Qaddafi’s view 
of political parties differ from that of most 
Americans? _____________________________________________________________________

		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
		  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

7  Dictatorship: A single leader holds all power.

DIRECTIONS: Write your answers on the lines provided.

Interpreting PRIMARY SOURCES21st 
Century

Governments

in Action

As JS went to press, protests in Libya 
were threatening to overthrow the 
dictatorship of Colonel Muammar 

al-Qaddafi (moo-AH-mar al-guh-DAFF-ee). 
He ordered the military to shoot and bomb 
protesters, killing hundreds of people.

Qaddafi came to power in this North 
African nation in 1969, when he led a 
military coup (koo), or takeover, that 
seized the government. He has written his 
philosophy of government in The Green 
Book. In it, he rejects Western democracy 
and claims that many of its institutions 
are in fact undemocratic. Read quotes 
from the book at right, then answer the 
questions below.

“The [political] party is a [modern] form of dictatorship. 
It is the latest modern dictatorial instrument of govern
ment, whereby the part rules the whole.”

“The party is not a democratic instrument. It is 
composed of people who have common interests,  
a common outlook or a common culture. . . . They  
form the party to achieve their ends, to impose their 
outlook . . . on society as a whole.”

“The purpose of organizing a political party is to create 
an instrument with which to govern the people, the 
nonparty members of the population.”

from The Green Book
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AUSTRALIA
PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY

	 1.	� Who is Australia’s chief executive?

	 2.	 What is the federal legislature called?

	 3.	� What are its chambers called?

	 4.	� Who presides over meetings of those chambers?

	 5.	� Who are the legislature’s lowest-ranking members?

	 6.	� Which official has power on paper, but little in fact?

	 7.	� What is the only branch whose officials are elected 
directly by the people?

	 8.	 Who represents the U.K.’s Queen?

	 9.	�B efore gaining independence, Australia and the 
United States were both what? 

	10.	� The federal officials whose role most closely 
resembles that of members of the U.S. Congress 
are called what?

7 Parliamentary democracy: Voters elect members of Parliament (MPs), the legislative branch of the 
government. (In Australia, Parliament is composed of the Senate and House of Representatives.) A Prime 
Minister, leader of the majority party in the House, heads the government.

DIRECTIONS: On a separate sheet of paper write the name of the correct office/position for each of the 
following questions.

reading comprehension21st 
Century

Governments

in Action

Top Jobs in Australia’s Government
• �Prime Minister: the leader of the political party 

or coalition with the most support in the House 
of Representatives. The Prime Minister is 
Australia’s chief executive.

• �Governor General: the Queen of the United 
Kingdom’s representative who, technically, 
has supreme executive power. In practice, that 
power is held by the Prime Minister, making 
the Governor General’s job largely ceremonial.

• �Speaker of the House/President of the Senate: 
the officials who preside over meetings of the 
two chambers of Parliament. (The House has 
150 members; the Senate has 76.)

• �Leader of the opposition: leader of the largest 
party that is out of power in the House or  
the Senate.

• �Minister: a member of the House or Senate who 
has been chosen to head a cabinet department, 
such as the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

• �Shadow Ministers: members of the opposition 
party in Parliament. They are called “shadow” 
because it is their job to closely study a 
specific ministry’s activities and criticize its 
shortcomings.

• �Backbenchers: the most junior and powerless 
members in all parties. Their name comes 
from the back benches of Parliament, where 
they sit.

• �High Court: the judicial branch of Australia’s 
federal government. Its seven justices 
(including a Chief Justice) are appointed by  
the Governor General.

Australia was once a British colony, and many of 
its political traditions are rooted in the British 
system. For instance, the Queen of the United 

Kingdom is still Australia’s head of state, but that is a 
largely ceremonial position.

Read more about Australia’s government below.
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SAMOA
PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY AND TRADITIONAL CHIEFS
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USING A VENN DIAGRAM21st 
Century

Governments

in Action

7 Parliamentary democracy and traditional chiefs: 
Voters elect the members of Parliament (legislature). A 
Prime Minister, usually leader of the party with the most 
seats in Parliament, heads the government. A body of 
tribal leaders also plays a role in government.
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Samoa is a tiny nation made up of two main islands in 
the South Pacific Ocean. The country’s isolation has 
contributed to a strong bond among the Polynesian 

people who live there. Samoan life and politics are bound 
together by a group of traditions called “the Samoan way.”

There are three supports to the Samoan way. The first  
is tribal chiefs, who are the heads of extended families. 
They usually control local politics and are shown great 
respect. There are about 18,000 chiefs in 362 villages 
around the country. The second support is the extended 
family itself. The third is the Christian Church. In the 
1840s, missionaries brought Christianity to Samoa. It has 
become a large part of daily life.

A. �Samoans tend to live simply and share 
possessions with their village and church.

B. �Most Samoan villages enforce a period 
of prayer in the early evening that is 
announced by blowing on a sea shell or 
ringing a bell.

C. �People should avoid walking through a 
village during evening prayers.

D. �A host is responsible for the actions of his 
guests. The host may be required to pay 
a fine to the village authorities if a guest 
violates custom badly enough.

E. �People should not stand where village 
elders are seated.

DIRECTIONS: The Samoan way is made up 
of dozens of different traditions. Below 
are five of them. Write the letter of each 
in the most appropriate section(s) of the 
Venn diagram. (Some letters belong in 
more than one category.)

Extended  
family

Chiefs

church


