


' SPECIAL SECTION: Earth: Portrait

of a Planet (pp. 11-18)

This issue’s special pullout section provides a wealth of
material related to Earth Day, April 22. As people around
the world pause to consider what they can do to improve
the environment globally as well as locally, our articles
and skill page encourage your students to do the same.

Special Section Basics

® Earth Day was the brainchild of Gaylord Nelson
(1916-2005), a former U.S. Senator from Wisconsin.
Nelson was, as his New York Times obituary called
him, “an early and ardent environmental leader.”
His first Senate floor speech (March 1963) made this
clear: “Our soil, our water, and our air are becoming
more polluted every day. Our most priceless natural
resources—trees, lakes, rivers, wildlife habitats, scenic
landscapes—are being destroyed.” In 1970, Nelson
called for a day of “teach-ins,” protests, and practical
activities focused on finding ways to conserve
resources and clean up pollution. The first Earth Day
was observed by more than 20 million Americans,
and the idea quickly caught on worldwide.

® The Edible Schoolyard project (see pp. 16-17) started
in 1995 in Berkeley, California. Noted restaurateur
Alice Waters was one of its sponsors. The idea
spread to other schools—and beyond. First Lady
Michelle Obama recently began work on an organic
garden for the White House lawn. The garden will
provide fresh fruits and vegetables for formal dinners
as well as the First Family’s meals (see nytimes
.com/2009/03/19/dining/19garden-web.html).

Content-Area Questions
CULTURE/SOCIAL STUDIES

1. Experts say that teens should eat how many
servings of vegetables a day? (three to four)

2. What is the largest category of trash produced by
Americans? (paper) What percent of total trash
produced is this? (33 percent)

GEOGRAPHY

1. Which part of the world is the giant panda’s
natural habitat? (southwestern China)

2. More than half of the world’s plant and animal
species live where? (in forests)

LANGUAGE ARTS
1. What is “black gold”? (oil) What does the nick-

» NCSS STANDARD

Production, distribution, & consumption

name say about it? (Calling it gold implies great
worth.)

2. What does the expression “food for thought”
mean? (an idea that leads to, or “feeds,” further
contemplation) Is it an apt title for the article on
edible schoolyards? Explain. (Answers will vary.)

MATH

1. Nearly one in four mammals is at risk of disap-
pearing forever. What percentage of mammals is
that? (25 percent)

2. One estimate says that there are 6.7 billion peo-
ple on Earth. About what percent do not have
access to safe drinking water? (16.4 percent,
using the figure of 1.1 billion)

SCIENCE

1. The process by which plants make glucose, a
major source of energy, is called what? (photo-
synthesis)

2. Why are children more vulnerable to air pollution
than adults? (Their lungs are still developing.)
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What does it mean to live with
more sensitivity to the environment?
People all over the world are trying
to figure that out. The residents of
Paris have answers to that question
that are worth looking into.

m Saying It Aloud

e Champs Elysées: SHAUMS
ay-LEES-ay

® Francgaise: frahn-SEZ

® plus: ploo

® Seine: sen

® Vélib: VAY-leeb

m Review and Comment

® What are the various means
of public or alternate transport
discussed in the article? (tram,

bicycle, bus, subway, train, ferry
boat, and electric rental car)

® What is an incentive? How are
incentives used in Paris? What
kinds of incentives do your
parents or your school use on
you? How do they compare with
penalties—and which is more
effective? Explain.

® “For a long time, cars were
associated with freedom of
movement and flexibility,” a
Paris official says. What does
the official mean? How could it
be true that a car is no longer
a symbol of freedom? Why
might the young people of
Paris see their public means of
transportation as liberating?

@' World History Play: The Courageous

B Heart of Irena Sendler (pp. 19-21)

The horrors of the Holocaust are too
much for us to grasp. This play is
illustrative of the many individual
acts of bravery and kindness that
took place in that darkest of times.

m Backstory

® Jewish ghettos were a key compo-
nent of Hitler’s “final solution” for
the elimination of Europe’s Jews.
In Poland, the Nazis began trans-
porting thousands of Jews from
the Warsaw Ghetto to the death
camp at Treblinka in July 1942. In
1943, the remaining Jews of the
Warsaw Ghetto launched a final
armed resistance. It lasted four
weeks before being crushed. The
Germans blew up the Ghetto.

@ [rena Sendler and her allies had
a number of ways of getting chil-
dren out of the ghetto. Some were
hustled out through underground
tunnels, or sneaked into a Catho-
lic church at the edge of the ghetto
and given papers identifying them
as Christian. Others were placed
in coffins and taken to the Jew-
ish cemetery at the edge of town,
or smuggled out in potato sacks.
Whenever possible, Polish police
were bribed to look the other way.

m Review and Discussion

@ How did Sendler manage to get
into the ghetto? (Her role as a
social worker allowed her access.)

® What were Janina Sendler’s

» NCSS STANDARD

Global connections

m Making It Happen

What kinds of public transportation
does your town have? Do you use
them? Could any of Paris’s solu-
tions work for your town? Why or
why not? What could work? What
are the arguments against public
transportation? Start this conver-
sation where you live by writing
letters to your Mayor, Governor, or
other public officials.

p
®© WEB LINK

e Fit City: youtube.com
/watch?v=1sgviHY 1w0

o Vélib: streetfilms.org/archives
/velib

o J

» NCSS STANDARD

Civic ideals & practices

objections to her daughter’s mis-
sion? What did Irena’s answer
show about her? How would you
have answered?

m Bookshelf

The Diary of Mary Berg: Growing
Up in the Warsaw Ghetto (One-
world Publications, 2007).

p
© WEB LINKS

 Photos of the Warsaw Ghetto from
Yad Vashem Holocaust memorial:
www1.yadvashem.org/exhibitions
/warsaw ghetto/home warsaw.html

* Miss Irena speaks: jewish.org.pl
/dzieciholocaustu.org.pl/szab58

.php?s=en sendlerowa.php
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Take our crossword challenge before
reading this issue. Then come back and fill 18 ] ] NS NV
in any blanks. The starred clues refer to this
issue’s special pullout section. 20 L 21 L PRE
ACROSS 2 % ® P
1 Common middle name for girls 28 . ) g - -
4 You have to break this to make an omelet.
*? 14 Across is part of the __ of Energy (abbr.). 0L UTION | 0 DITIO
9 The Buckeye State
10 Compass direction opposite from NE 28 Thin layer, as of a tissue 9 Mantra for a meditator
11 Speed of a car’s engine (abbr.) 29 Not moist *12 It's 33 percent of the garbage
13 Nickname of noted environmentalist Gore DOWN created in the U.S.
*14 Energy Information Administration, for short ) 14 Averylong time period
15 Come to aclose 1 Commercials 15 Miami time zone (abbr.)
*16 Fertilizer made from food scraps and *2 Green Charter School in *16 “Rain forests of the sea™:
lawn clippings _ Orleans has an “edible _reefs
18 Nickname for Mickey Mouse’s duck pal schoolyard.” 17 Feed for horses
*19 Students at Green Charter School grow 3 Yellowstone is one (abbr.). *18 0ilis found __underground.
much of what they _. 4 Initials of famous author 21 Sound of a satisfied sigh
20 Initials of the First Lady known as “Eleanor Hemingway *22 Its quality has improved
Everywhere” *5 The _pandais one of the in the U.S. in the past four
21 Painting, music, or sculpture world’s most endangered decades.
22 “Snug__abuginarug.” animals. 23 Sneaky, as a fox
24 “To__hisown.” *6 Nickname for oil: black __ 25 High honor for a major-league
*26 In arain forest, it often dries up after an 8 Tidy by cutting, as a beard or pitcher: _ Young Award
area is clear-cut. shrub 27 Take too much of a drug (abbr.)
1 9|2 4
SUDOKU 3 5
S .
. - 2 8 g
o you sudoku? This addictive puzzle from Japan £z
has become hugely popular in the U.S. If you aren’t 4 9|7 2 4o
already a fan, here’s how to play: 8 6 =3
The puzzle grid is divided into 9 large squares, each -
of which is divided into 9 small squares. Each row and 6 83 1
each column also has 9 squares. Your goal is to write 6 5 9 sd
anumber from 1 to 9in each square. Each digit can be 5 4 §§
used only once per row, column, and square. E?
? 12 6::
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January 30, 1933. Adolf Hitler,
head of the Nazi party, is appointed
Chancellor of Germany. Within months,
the Nazis have boycotted Jewish
businesses, banned Jews from
universities, and burned their books.

November 9, 1938. Nazis
organize anti-Jewish violence
throughout Germany, damaging or
burning more than 1,000 synagogues
and 7,500 businesses. Some 30,000
Jewish men are arrested and sent to
concentration camps. This campaign
of terror is called Kristallnacht, or
“Night of Broken Glass.”

September 1, 1939. Germany
invades Poland, triggering World War Il.
Millions of Polish Jews soon come
under Nazi control.

November 1940. The Nazis
barricade the Warsaw Ghetto. It is
the largest of some 400 ghettos in
European territory occupied by the
German army.

June-December 1941.

As the German army invades the
Soviet Union, it uses special squads
of soldiers to kill Jews in towns
that come under their control. On
September 28 and 29, 33,771 Jews
are murdered in the Babi Yar valley,
Ukraine. By the end of the year, the
special squads have killed about
1,400,000 people.

READING A CHRONOLOGY

THE FINAL SOLUTION

The event that we call the Holocaust—the murder
of 6 million Jews—was not a simple outgrowth of
World War 11 (1939-1945). Years before he came to
power, German dictator Adolf Hitler wrote that Jews

January 1942. The Nazi high
command meets at the German town
of Wannsee. At this conference they
formalize a “final solution"—the
systematic killing of Europe’s Jews in
“extermination” camps. In July, Nazis
begin deporting some 5,000 Jews a
day from the Warsaw Ghetto to the
camp at Treblinka, where they are
killed by poison gas.

April 19, 1943. Jews of the
Warsaw Ghetto revolt against the
Nazis. The rebels hold out until May
16, when the Germans burn the ghetto
and crush the uprising.

Winter 1944-1945. As forces

of the Allied powers (the U.S., Britain,
and Soviet Union) close in on Germany,
Nazi officials try to evacuate camps.
Thousands of prisoners die in forced
marches with little food or water.

January 27, 1945. Soviet troops
liberate the camps built at Auschwitz,
Poland. They find 7,650 sick or
starving prisoners left behind. As
many as 1.5 million people have been
killed at Auschwitz. U.S. and British
troops are also liberating other camps.

April 29, 1945. with defeat
certain, the German high command
surrenders to the Allies. Hitler
commits suicide in his bunker in
Berlin the next day, and the warin
Europe is soon over.

should be eliminated from Europe. Below is a brief
chronology of “the final solution” eventually devised
by Hitler and other Nazi leaders. Read it, then answer
the questions that follow.

QUESTIONS

Write your answers on a separate
sheet of paper.

1. About how many Jews
were killed during the
Holocaust?

2. True or false: The Nazis
came to power in Germany
through armed rebellion.

3. What were some of the
first solutions the Nazis
devised for what they saw
as the Jewish “problem”?

4. Where and when did “the
final solution” become a
formal plan?

5. About how many Jewish
ghettos did the Nazis
establish?

6. What happened during
Kristallnacht?

7. How were Jews at first
eliminated during the
German invasion of the
Soviet Union?

8. Which countries comprised
the Allied powers during
World War I1?

9. How did the Warsaw
Ghetto uprising end?

10. How did the German camp
commanders react to the
coming of Allied forces?
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5. How many pounds of waste does an average
American generate in a year?

READING A GRAPH
WHAT A WASTE!

As you go about your day, how often do you This graph shows the amount of stuff that people
throw something out? If you were to add every- toss out each day, in an average of pounds per per-
thing up at the end of the day, how much do you son. Study it. What does it suggest about the way in
suppose it would weigh? which people live in each of the countries shown?

Waste Generated Around the World (in pounds per person per day)
5
4 3.7
3.5
3.2
A 3
Q
= 2.5
g 2.1
e, ' 1.9
1
United Iceland Netherlands United  France Japan Canada  Mexico
States Kingdom
COUNTRY Energy Educaion Dovelopmen: (NEED) Proec, 2008
QUESTIONS  write your answers on a separate sheet of paper.
1. How many pounds of waste does an average 6. How long would it take an average American to
American produce in a day? generate one ton (2,000 pounds) of waste?
2. Which of the European countries shown generates 7. How long would it take an average French person?
the least waste per person? 8. Does Iceland’s level of waste generation surprise
3. How much more waste, per person, do Americans you? Why or why not?
generate than people in the Asian country shown? 9. Which continents are not represented on this
4. Which generates more waste per person, the U.S. graph? Why do you think that is?
or its two North American neighbors combined? 10. What kinds of waste that you produce every day

do you think are needless? How could you reduce
your waste?
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