


WORLD HISTORY PLAY: jVivala PTG

Revolucion! (pp. 8-11)

Fifty years ago, Fidel Castro staged the most successful
revolution in modern times in the Western Hemisphere.
Despite decades of opposition by the U.S. and groups of
Cuban exiles, he has survived 10 American Presidents.
Now that Castro has ceded power to his brother, we
might soon witness the end of an era.

Background

® It is impossible to know just how many people
have left Cuba for the U.S. since 1959. The 2000
census listed more than 800,000 official Cuban
immigrants. The actual number is probably much
higher. Many people have died in the attempt to
cross the Straits of Florida. The list of émigrés has
included prominent musicians, artists, and athletes.
The family of singer Gloria Estefan, who was born
in 1957, was among those to flee in the first days
of the Cuban Revolution. Her father fought at the
Bay of Pigs, was taken prisoner by Cuba, then was
released with other soldiers under a deal struck by
the Kennedy administration.

@ U.S.-Cuba relations have long been poisoned by
suspicion on both sides, and citizens of each country
have not been allowed to travel freely to the other.
But as a presidential candidate, Barack Obama
called for easing restrictions on travel, and allowing
Americans to send money to relatives in Cuba. As JS
went to press, news accounts reported that this was
about to be announced. A complete lifting of the U.S.
embargo on Cuba would need approval by Congress.

Vocabulary

® embargo (n): an official order prohibiting commerce.

@ ominous (adj): menacing or threatening.

Content-Area Questions
CULTURE/SOCIAL STUDIES

1. What complaints did the Castro brothers have
against the U.S.? (The U.S. backed the dictator
Batista; American companies owned the best
farmland; Americans partied in casinos, while
ordinary Cubans stayed poor.)

2. What objections did Cuba’s affluent, personi-
fied by Bernardo and other characters in Scene
4, have to Castro and the revolution? (Castro

Power, authority, & governance

was turning into a dictator and embracing Com-
munism; the revolution was taking property and
robbing them of “everything we worked for.”)
GEOGRAPHY
Where did Castro’s rebels hide? (the Sierra Maestra
mountains)
LANGUAGE ARTS
What saying about revolutionaries does the rebel
Camilo Cienfuegos quote? What do you think it means?
(“The people are the sea, and the revolutionaries are
the fish who swim in it.” Answers will vary but should
include the idea that no revolution can succeed without
the support of the common people.)

The Big Debate

What does Castro mean when he says, “History will
absolve me”? Do you think he was right? How much
time has to go by before “history” makes a final judg-
ment? Give reasons to support your answers.

Domn”T
Wait?

Marry... You're
runmning out of time?

Renew now for on-time
delivery of Junior
Scholastic® magazine
this fall and receive a FREE
Laser Pointer with orders
of 20 or more copies!

Only $8.25* per _
student subscription!

Price is for orders of 10 or more. Offer valid through 12/31/09.

Renew today!

Call1-800-SCHOLASTIC

Please refer to code 4373 when ordering.
830-REN-S09G5

T-2 APRIL 27,2009 ¢ TEACHER’S EDITION * JUNIOR SCHOLASTIC



Adopting a child often brings
great joy to a family. But it is not
without its unique complications,
particularly when the child is from
overseas. This article introduces
readers to two American girls who
were adopted from China, and the
richness of their cultural mix.

m Backstory

China is the world’s most-populous
country (1.3 billion). Because of its
strict birth-control regulations, as
many as 1 million children, mostly
girls, are abandoned every year.
The Chinese culture places a pre-
mium on sons, so families are more
likely to give up daughters. Today,
thousands of these girls are growing

Teen Scene: Growing Up

Adopted (pp.

¥ . News Special: Lives

» NCSS STANDARD civic ideals & practices

If you or your students want to contribute to
or take part in efforts to help the people of
Darfur, be sure to choose a reputable agency.
Nicholas Kristof, the noted New York Times
journalist who has reported from and about
Darfur, recently recommended the following

at Risk (p. 3)

advocacy groups:

6-7)

up in American families. China was
the top country of origin for inter-
national adoptions to the U.S. until
recently, when China implemented
stricter foreign-adoption laws.

m AWord of Caution

Some of your students may be
adoptees. Whether domestically or
foreign born, some may be more
sensitive about their adoptive
status than others.

m Review and Reflect

@ Which elements of Juliette’s
bat mitzvah reflect her Chinese
heritage? (held in a Chinese res-
taurant, reading a poem in Man-
darin Chinese and English)

/

¢ Save Darfur Coalition: savedarfur.org

* Human Rights Watch: hrw.org

* Human Rights First: humanrightsfirst.org

e Genocide Intervention Network:
genocideintervention.net

¢ Enough Project: enoughproject.org

~

» NCSS STANDARD

Individual development & identity

® Deborah Johnson says that chil-
dren adopted into a different
culture often think they left some
invaluable things behind. What,
for instance? (Answers will vary.
May include religious or cultural
traditions, knowledge of history,
extended family.)

P
© WEB LINKS

* Equality for Adopted Children:
equalityforadoptedchildren.org

* “Fewer Foreign Children Adopted”:
usatoday.com/news/nation/2008
-02-10-foreign-adoptions N.htm

e Total Adoptions to the United States
(charts & graphs]): adoption.state

k.gov/news/total_chart.html

J

NEW FUNDING AVAILABLE FOR
EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS!

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
promises to be good for schools and good for the country.
As an educator, you can play a critical role in ensuring
that this one-time increase in federal funds results in a
permanent investment in your students’ futures.

As a partner to America’s public schools for
almost 90 years, we’d like to help, and have created

a Web site www.scholastic.com/economicrecovery
to provide valuable information. You will also find
suggested solutions that will have a sustainable impact
on student achievement in reading, math, technology,
early childhood, home and community, as well as
professional development.

Scholastic stands ready to assist you in planning
as well as with rapid implementation. To contact
a Scholastic representative, call 1-800-387-1437,
extension 800 or e-mail Solutions@scholastic.com.
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CROSSWORD

PUZZLE BY KATHY WILMORE

Take our crossword challenge before
reading this issue. Then come back and fill
in any blanks. The starred clues refer to the
playon pp. 8-11.

ACROSS

1 Greek letter, or abbr. for Chicago ‘ ] ] ] : _ _ )
4 European automaker ION IS IN YOUR TEACHER’S EDI
*? Country once ruled by Fulgencio Batista

*9 Thousands of young people taught _
peasantsto_. DOWN 12 Symbol of the U.S.: Uncle __

*10 The Bay of Pigs invasion was staged by 1 MLB pitcher: __Sabathia *13 Castro went to Mexico after
the CIA and by Cuban __. (initials) his release from _.
*12 Country that once colonized 7 Across 2 China’s leader: __Jintao 15 “The Princess and the "
*14 Castro belongs to this political group (abbr.). 3 Steel oriron support for *1?7 Asthe rebels neared Havana,
*16 The rebels stole __from an army barracks. ahouse Batista did this.
17 Floating sheet of ice 4 Buzzing honeymaker *18 7 Across is part of __America.
19 Third note of the musical scale 5 Good-luck person, animal, 20 In math, the name for
*20 The rebels attacked an army barracks or object 3.14159265
atla_. 6 Rustremover: _-40 22 Tenth month in the calendar
*21 Ally of Castro: __Union 8 Foe of the Allies during (abbr.).
24 Cityin Florida: _ Raton World War I 23 Richmond is its capital
25 Claim ownership: call _ 9 Goosebumps author, _ Stine (postal abbr.).
28 Insect that lives in colonies (initials) 24 Kind of college degree (abbr.)
*29 Batista’s power crumbled on __Year’s 11 The Hoosier State 26 To exist
Eve, 1958. (postal abbr.) 27 Opposite NE on a compass
416 8
SUDOKU s aE
o you sudoku? This addictive puzzle from Japan 91 5|6 gg
has become hugely popularin the U.S. If you aren’t 6 118 ’ §:
already a fan, here’s how to play: 4 %g
The puzzle grid is divided into 9 large squares, each %é
of which is divided into 9 small squares. Each row and 2 219 5]zt
each column also has 9 squares. Your goal is to write 211 4|7 ;é
anumber from 1 to 9in each square. Each digit can be g
used only once per row, column, and square. 46 8 ¥
’ 415 25
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Junior Scholastic

SKILLS REPRODUCIBLEE

READING COMPREHENSION

CHE GUEVARA

Fidel Castro’s partner in the Cuban Revolution,
Che Guevara, has become aniconic figure. Untold
numbers of young people wear his image on their
clothes without even knowing who he is. Historians

may debate his effectiveness, but there is no deny-
ing his stature as a symbol of rebellion. Read the
brief account below of Guevara’s early days, then
answer the questions.

/

rnesto “Che” Guevara was born on
EJune 14, 1928, in Argentina. He was

the oldest of five children. Because
the boy suffered from severe asthma, his
family moved several times, trying to find
a place where he could be healthy.

As a young man, he studied medicine.
He also got a permanent nickname:
“Che,” from an Argentine expression
similar to “Hey, kid” or “Yo, dude.”
Guevara and his best friend, another
medical student named Alberto Granado,
traveled through South America by
motorcycle, boat, and hitchhiking.

Some people they met were so poor that

QUESTIONS

1.

In what country was Che Guevara born?

What health problem did he have?

What does the nickname “Che” mean?

To which country did Guevara move?
How did he and a friend travel around South
America?

What did he see that affected him the most?

Why do you think the Guatemalan government
forced him to leave?

they were starving to death. Others were
rich and treated the poor with contempt.
This made Guevara angry at the world’s
injustices. He moved to Guatemala, hoping
to become a “revolutionary doctor.” But in
1954, the army took over the government
of Guatemala. They forced Guevara to
leave the country.

The next year, he met two Cuban
brothers, Fidel and Raul Castro. They
invited him to fight in the revolution they
were planning in Cuba. After the Cuban
Revolution, Guevara participated in other
rebellions in Latin America. He was killed
by soldiers in Bolivia in 1967.

8. Why do you think he traveled around so much?

9. Whatwas the impact of Guevara’s meeting the
Castro brothers?

10. How do you think Guevara’s experiences on his trip
around South America led him to become a revolu-
tionary?
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Junior Scholastic

TEACHER TO TEACHER

Organizing Information
Growing Up Adopted

etween October 1, 2007, and September 30, 2008, a total of

17,438 children joined families in the United States through inter-

national adoption. Read “Growing Up Adopted” (pp. 6-7) to learn
about the challenges and rewards that adopted families face. Then use
the lesson plan below. It was written for JS by Karen Kellaher, a substi-

tute teacher in Warren County, New Jersey, and former Scholastic editor.

OBJECTIVES
Students will:

e work together to organize
information.

e complete a Venn diagram to
compare and contrast the two
cultures of an internationally
adopted teen.

e create a bar graph to show
countries of origin for children
adopted internationally.

ACTIVITIES

After students read “Growing Up
Adopted,” divide them into pairs

to work on the following activities.

Activity 1: Two Cultures

1. Review that a Venn diagram
is a graphic organizer that makes
it easy to compare and contrast
two or more things. Draw a simple
Venn diagram on the board or
interactive whiteboard to remind
students how one works.

2. Have pairs recall from the
article the two cultures that play a
role in Juliette Ferdschneider’s life
(Jewish and Chinese), then create
a Venn diagram of ways in which
Juliette honors them.

3. In the left lobe, students
should note facts about how

Juliette celebrates her Jewish cul-
ture; in the right lobe, facts about
how she celebrates her Chinese
culture. In the area where the ovals
overlap, they are to note how she
honors both cultures. Encourage
students to revisit the text to find
details for their diagrams.

4. Review the completed dia-
grams as a class. (See p. T-4 for
an example.) Discuss: Why do
Juliette and her mother think that
it’s important to celebrate both cul-
tures? Do you agree? Explain.

Activity 2: Graph It

1. Have pairs create a bar graph
showing the Top-5 countries of ori-
gin for children adopted to the U.S.
for the year ending September 30,
2008. (Use graph paper.)

2. List the following statistics on
the board (or see adoption.state
.gov/news/total_chart.html):

Top-5 Countries of Origin for
Adoptions to the U.S.

Guatemala 4,123 adoptions
China 3,909 adoptions
Russia 1,861 adoptions
Ethiopia 1,725 adoptions

South Korea 1,065 adoptions
3. Remind students to include a
title for the graph and to label each

Y OF KAREN KELLAHER

PHOTO

axis. When they have finished their
graph, invite them to write a ques-
tion that other students will be able
to answer from the graph. Have
pairs trade questions.

4. Challenge pairs to research one
country on the graph and name an
economic, political, or social fac-
tor that might lead to high rates of
intercountry adoption. For exam-
ple, many Ethiopian children are
orphaned because of AIDS, malaria,
tuberculosis, or starvation.

ASSESSMENT

Have each pair share with the class
one surprising fact that they learned
about international adoption.

Note: Speak Sensitively

When discussing adoption with
students, use language that shows
sensitivity. Adoption educator
Robin Hilborn suggests: “birth
mother” instead of “real mother”;
“biological child” instead of “own
child”; and “chose adoption” or
“placed for adoption” instead of
“gave up.”
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