
What I know about  
illegal immigration:

What I want to know about 
illegal immigration:

What I have learned about 
illegal immigration:

What I know about  
Mexico:

What I want to know about 
Mexico:

What I have learned about 
Mexico:

kwl exercise 

chart your progress
How do you know that you’re learning? You don’t have 

to wait for a pop quiz or final exam to find out. You can 
check your progress by creating a KWL chart.

KWL stands for Know–Want to know–Learned. Before 
you read the Mexico article and map on pp. 6-10 of this 
issue of JS, fill in the first (K) column. Next, brainstorm 

to come up with a few things to list in the second (W) 
column. Then set the chart aside. After you have read 
the article, fill in the third (L) column.

You can create your own KWL chart for any topic. If 
you don’t have a book or an article already on hand, you 
can add a “How to find out” column—for a KWHL chart. 
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