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Continuing our in-depth coverage of this year’s presi-
dential election, this article focuses on some of the 
international issues that will challenge the next U.S. 
President as soon as he takes office.

n Begin With Basics
Before students read the article, have them scan its ele-
ments and discuss what they expect to read about.

• �Who are the men pictured on p. 4? What do their 
images, along with the title and deck (intro blurb), 
tell you about what the article covers, and how?

• �What stories do the photos and captions on  
pp. 5-7 tell?

• �Make sure that you understand the Words to Know 
(p. 5) before reading the article.

n Vocabulary
• �AIDS: a fatal disease of the human immune system, 

in which a virus destroys the body’s natural defenses 
against infection. The virus that causes AIDS is called 
HIV—human immunodeficiency virus. (See the related 
question in the Language Arts section below.)

n Content-Area Questions
culture/social studies

	 1.	� Name at least two leaders mentioned in the article 
with whom the new U.S. President will have to 
contend. (President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad of 
Iran, President Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan)

	 2.	� With whom do you think the new U.S. President 
should meet first? Why? Give reasons or examples 
to support your answer.

geography

	 1.	� As you read the article, locate on a large map of 
the world (or the map on pp. 18-19) these coun-
tries/areas mentioned in the article: Iraq, Iran, the 
Afghanistan-Pakistan border, Israel, China, India, 
Sudan, Haiti, and Côte d’Ivoire.

	 2.	� What is the capital of each of those countries?
language arts

	 1.	� In your own words, define authoritarian and 
pragmatic (see “Words to Know, p. 5). Then use 
each in a sentence.

	 2.	� AIDS is an acronym—a word formed by the 
initials of several words. What does each letter 

stand for and what does it mean? (acquired 
immunodeficiency syndrome; acquired: got, 
caught; immuno: prefix referring to the immune 
system, the body’s natural protection from 
infection; deficiency: lack of; syndrome: a set of 
symptoms or signs appearing together)

math

	 1.	� From the article: “An estimated 2.5 million Suda-
nese are now refugees. Of these, 60 percent are 
children.” How many Sudanese children are refu-
gees? (1,500,000: 2,500,000 x 0.60)

science

	 1.	� How have advances in technology in India hurt 
the American economy?

	 2.	� AIDS cannot be cured, but it can be controlled. 
However, the drugs to treat it are expensive. 
What do you think the next U.S. President should 
do to ensure that poor African communities get 
the medications and education needed to reduce 
the rate of illness and death?

election 2008 special: What Global 
Challenges Will Our Next President Face? (pp. 4-7)
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➤ NCSS standard
Global connections

➤ NCSS standard
Culture

Atlas/Almanac: Maps of the 
World/World in Focus (pp. 8-29)

Skills: Snapshots From Around 
the World (pp. 30-31)

Teachers tell us that our annual 
atlas/almanac section on the 
nations of the world is their 
favorite JS feature—one that they 
and their students use throughout 
the school year.

n Prep Work
• Maps of the World (pp. 8-19): 
Before students use this atlas 
section, have them consult the 
introductory page, especially the 
guide to interpreting the fonts and 
colors used on the maps. 

• The World in Focus (pp. 20-29): 
Go over the blown-up sample 
entry on pp. 20-21, to make sure 
that students understand how to 
read and interpret the data used in 
these tables.

n Backstory: Maps
Archaeologists believe that the 
oldest-known map in existence, 
which was carved into a clay tab-
let, was created some time before 
the year 2000 b.c. It shows the 
area known as “the cradle of civi-
lization,” between the Tigris and 
Euphrates rivers—then Babylonia, 
today Iraq.

n Thinking About Stats
Statistical data, such as those 
provided in this issue’s “World 
in Focus” and “Snapshots From 
Around the World” sections, can 
be invaluable aids to learning 
about almost any subject. 
However, remind students that 
they must be used with care. 

Statistics can be misinterpreted—
accidentally or on purpose—in 
ways that obscure facts instead of 
revealing them.

Statistical information can be con-
veyed in many different ways. This 
feature presents various categories 
of data in visual formats to both 
grab readers’ attention and give 
them practice in reading charts  
and graphs.

n Rapid Review
• Go over the elements of graphs 
and charts and how to use them: 
title, subtitle, x- and y-axis labels, 
and source info.

• Unless rounded for convenience, 
the slices of a pie chart should 
always add up to 100 percent.

n Talking Points
• Why is this feature called 

“Snapshots From Around the 
World”? (The information it 
provides is presented with a 
minimum of background and 
explanation; each provides a 
glimpse of just one aspect of a 
country or culture rather than a 
comprehensive picture.)

• Take note of the graphic 
(illustration) used with each 
category of information. Describe 
how each graphic relates to the 
topic being presented. (Examples: 
globe for data in the “World 
at a Glance” section; dove 
with olive branch—symbol for 
peace—for the world religions; 
long-stemmed flowers for the 
“Green Countries” item.)

n Do It Yourself
Challenge students to create their 
own illustrated graphs or charts, 
using data from the “World in 
Focus” tables (pp. 20-29).

     

• �This BBC Web site provides weather 
and climate information and 
weather-related news stories for 
almost anywhere in the world. 
bbc.co.uk/weather

• �Up-to-the-minute information on 
every country. 
cia.gov/library/publications 
/the-world-factbook

• �For other links, go to 
scholastic.com/juniorscholastic 
/urls

WEB LINKS

     

• �For more statistics on international 
topic, go to infoplease.com/ipa 
/A0004372.html

• �The World Health Organization 
(WHO) compiles statistics on 
health-related issues worldwide.  
Go to who.int/whosis/en

• �For other links, go to 
scholastic.com/juniorscholastic 
/urls

WEB LINKS
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How much do you know about what’s in this issue of 
JS? Getting 18-20 correct makes you a Quiz Wizard; 
14-17 correct makes you a Wizard’s Apprentice.

ELECTION 2008 SPECIAL: what global 
CHALLENGES will our next president face?, 
PAGES 4-7
n Match each place in the left column with the 
correct description in the right column.
______	1.	 Afghanistan	 A. hard hit by AIDS
______	2.	 Africa	 B. �fought a border war with 

Georgia
______	3.	 China	 C. waging a civil war in Darfur
______	4.	R ussia	 D. �world leader in carbon emissions
______	5.	 Sudan	 E. �much of it is controlled by  

the Taliban

atlas: maps of the world, PAGES 8-19
n Write the letter of the correct answer on the line 
before each question.
______ 	 6.	� Most of the Amazon rain forest and river 

basin is in which country?
	A . Brazil	 C. Peru
	 B. Colombia	 D. Suriname
______ 	 7.	� Which of these countries does not share a 

border with France?
	A . Belgium	 C. Netherlands
	B . Germany	 D. Switzerland
______ 	 8.	�R ussia is on two continents, Europe and Asia. 

The same is true of which of these countries?
	A . Finland	 C. Turkey
	B . Israel	 D. Ukraine
______ 	 9.	 Which country shares a landmass with Haiti?
	A . Bahamas	 C. Honduras
	B . Dominican Republic	 D. Jamaica
______ 	10.	� Which of these African countries is not an 

island?
	 A. Burundi	 C. Madagascar
	B . Comoros	 D. Seychelles

almanac: the world in focus, PAGES 20-29
n Use a word from this list to correctly complete 
each sentence.

Chancellor, China, Dutch, emir, English, Eritrea, 
German, Iraq, Japan, Liberia, Nigeria, North Korea, 
Portuguese, President, Prime Minister, Tanzania

	 11.	� Spanish is the major language spoken in most 
South American countries, but in Brazil the 
major language is _________________________________________________ .

	 12.	� Germany’s head of government is a  
________________________________________________________________________________ .

	 13.	� Monrovia (named after U.S. President James 
Monroe) is the capital of ______________________________________ .

	 14.	� Parliamentary governments are usually headed 
by a ________________________________________________________________________ .

	 15.	� Hu Jintao is the President of ________________________________ .

skills: snapshots from around the world, 
PAGES 30-31
n Decide whether each sentence is true, false, or an 
opinion. Write your answer on the blank line provided.
___________________ 	16.	� More than one fourth of the world’s 

population is under age 15.
___________________ 	17.	� More people per 1,000 are born than 

die in a year.
___________________ 	18.	�B ig Macs are too expensive in Norway.
___________________ 	19.	� The U.S. is one of the world’s Top 10 

“green” countries.
___________________ 	20.	� China needs to reduce its high 

emissions of carbon dioxide.
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Take our crossword challenge! How much can you 
fill in without consulting the World Affairs issue? 
The starred clues refer to articles, maps, and 
tables in this issue of JS.

  ACROSS                                  
	 *1	C ity in southern Brazil: ___ Paulo
	 *4	M ajor language spoken in Kiribati (abbr.)
	 *7	R aúl Castro is its President.
	 9	 Two of something
	*10	C apital of Eritrea
	 12	�R ound marble made of color-streaked 

glass
	 14	 Third note of the musical scale
	 16	�O rganization overseeing college sports 

(abbr.)
	 17	 Tints or colors
	 19	H ome of MLB’s Royals (abbr.)
	*20	I ts capital is Nairobi.
	*21	�L anguage spoken in much of the Middle 

East
	*24	S eat of government in Peru
	*25	A ustralia’s Prime Minister: Kevin ___
	 28	C able station known for news
	 29	L eaf dried, brewed, and sipped

  DOWN                         
	 1	�C olumbia is this U.S. state’s 

capital (abbr.).
	 2	 Goodbye in Paris: ___ revoir
	 *3	�S enator who will face major 

challenges if elected President
	 4	 “The better to hear you with.”
	 *5	N iger’s capital
	 *6	A thens is here (abbr.).
	 *8	O ne of Russia’s two continents
	 9	 Fellow married to Ma
	 11	 ___, myself, and I
	 12	 Writing fluid
	*13	�S enator who will face major 

challenges if elected President

	*15	� King Hamad bin ___ al-Khalifah 
of Bahrain

	 17	O ne who inherits
	 18	 Whole; complete
	 20	�O ne megabyte equals 1,024 of 

these (abbr.).
	 22	�I nitials of the 37th U.S. 

President
	 23	� First initials of Winnie-the-

Pooh author Milne
	 24	L ibrary of Congress (abbr.)
	 26	�H ome state of VP candidate 

Biden (postal abbr.)
	 27	R ussian for yes

2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20

21 22 23

24

1

25

28 29

26 27

PUZZLE
CROSSWORD

Puzzle solution is in your Teacher’s Edition.

Puzzle by kathy wilmore

Do you know your world capitals? If so, use your city smarts 
to discover the identity of one of the world’s greatest 

explorers. In the mid- to late-18th century, this English seaman 
explored the coasts of Oceania’s New Zealand and Australia, the 
Great Barrier Reef, the ice fields of Antarctica’s Ross Sea, and 
the coasts of Canada. He also is credited with being the first 
European to reach Hawaii.

To find out the name of this intrepid explorer, fill in the capitals 
of the countries listed at right (one letter per line). Then rearrange 
the circled letters to spell out his rank (abbr.) and name.

 To See What He Could See 	1.	Armenia:	 _____    _____    _____    _____    _____    _____    _____

	2.	Comoros:	 _____    _____    _____    _____    _____    _____

	3.	France:	 _____    _____    _____    _____    _____

	4.	Jamaica:	 _____    _____    _____    _____    _____    _____    _____    _____

	5.	Marshall Islands:	 _____    _____    _____    _____    _____    _____

	6.	Venezuela:	 _____    _____    _____    _____     _____    _____    _____

Explorer extraordinaire:

_____    _____    _____    _____.       ______    _____    _____    _____    _____      

_____    _____    _____    _____
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MAKING A COMPARISON CHART 

CONTINENTAL DIVIDES
Use the World in Focus tables (pp. 20-29) to find 

each continent’s richest and poorest country (in per 
capita GDP). Write in each country’s name, then fill in 
the blank data boxes. We have done some for you.

questions (Write your answers on a separate sheet of paper.)

	 1.	 �Which is the world’s wealthiest country? Does it 
exceed the U.S. in any other category?

	 2.	 �How far apart (in dollars) are the per capita GDPs of 
the wealthiest country and the United States?

	 3.	 �How far apart (in dollars) are the per capita GDPs of 
the two poorest countries shown?

	 4.	 �In which category other than GDP does another 
wealthy country exceed the U.S.?

	 5.	 �Guyana, one of the poorest countries, exceeds half 
of the wealthy ones in which category?

	 6.	 �Of the countries shown, how many became 
independent during the 19th century?

	 7.	 �Which country listed has the most recent date of 
origin?

	 8.	 �Which gender and in which country has the lowest 
literacy rate?

	 9.	 �The poorest country is also the worst-off in which 
category?

	10.	 �What conditions or events might contribute to a 
country ranking so low in that category?
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RICHEST COUNTRY PER CAPITA GDP POpulation DATE OF ORIGIN LITERACY RATE  
(M/F, in %)

LIFE EXPECTANCY 
(M/F, in years)

N. America: 75/81

S. America: Chile 1810

Africa:

Europe: $80,500

Asia: 89/89

Oceania: 21,300,000

POOREST COUNTRY PER CAPITA GDP POpulation DATE OF ORIGIN LITERACY RATE  
(M/F, in %)

LIFE EXPECTANCY 
(M/F, in years)

N. America: 9,100,000

S. America: $3,800

Africa: 94/87

Europe: 2008

Asia:

Oceania: Tuvalu 62/65
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creating AND READING BAR GRAPHS  

ready to read?
In countries with the highest literacy rates, the 

statistics for males and females are usually equal. 
But in many undeveloped countries around the world, 
there is a sizable literary-rate gap between the sexes.

Use the World in Focus tables (pp. 20-29) to create 

a bar graph illustrating some of the most dramatic 
differences. Look up the figures for the countries 
given, then complete the graph. (We started it for you.)

Once the graph is complete, use it and the World in 
Focus tables to answer the questions that follow.

questions (Write your answers on a separate sheet of paper.)

	1.	 �Which of these countries has the greatest differ-
ence in the literacy rate of males and females?

	2.	 �In which countries on the graph, if any, is the rate 
for females higher than that for males?

	3.	 �Which continent has the most countries 
represented on this chart?

	4.	 �In how many of these countries are more than half 
of all males able to read?

	5.	 �In how many countries on this graph can more than 
half of all females read?

	6.	 �Which poor country shown probably has the best 
education system overall?

	7.	 �In which of these countries is the government in 
some state of transition?

	8.	 �In which of these countries is one political party 
dominant?  

	9.	 �How might the political conditions described in #7 
and #8 contribute to a low literacy rate?

	10.	 �What other social factors might affect a country’s 
literacy rate?

Distinct Disadvantage  
(literacy rates in selected countries)
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Afghanistan Angola Bhutan Chad Guinea- 
Bissau

Lesotho Nepal Niger Pakistan Yemen

FemaleMaleKEY:

SOURCE: World in Focus tables, Oct. 13 & 20, 2008, Junior Scholastic




