


WORLD STORY: China Rising?

(pp. 8-11)

China’s place as a growing world power has never
been more evident than this year. But leading up to the
Summer Olympics, China was also the focus of protests
against its human-rights violations, control of Tibet,
and air and water pollution. It suffered a debilitating
blizzard in February and an earthquake in August.
Then, post-Olympics, came the Wall Street meltdown
and bailout that will increase our already immense
financial debt to China.

Miscellaneous Basics

® China has been a Communist, one-party state since
1949. It was immediately recognized by the Soviet
Union, also a Communist state, but not by the U.S.

® In late 1949, some Chinese leaders opposed to
Communist rule relocated to the island of Taiwan
and declared it the “real” China. For more than two
decades, the U.S. supported Taiwan but did not
recognize the mainland state.

® U.S.-China relations did not thaw until 1972, when
U.S. President Richard M. Nixon made an official
visit to Beijing.

® The choice of Beijing as host city for the 2008
Olympics was made by the International Olympic
Committee (I0OC) on July 13, 2001. IOC officials said
that the Olympics would further open China to the
world and improve its human-rights record.

Vocabulary

® house arrest: an alternative to prison, in which a
person is confined to his or her own home, often
under guard.

® venue: site or location where events of a specific
type are held, such as a music hall, baseball stadium,
or courtroom.

Content-Area Questions
CULTURE/ SOCIAL STUDIES

1. China’s official slogan for the 2008 Summer Olym-
pics in Beijing was “One World, One Dream.” In
your opinion, is that a fitting slogan? Explain.

2. Why do you suppose China’s government sends
teens to military camps? What are some pluses and
minuses of such a program? How would you feel if
the U.S. did the same for sixth-graders? Explain.
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Time, continuity, and change

GEOGRAPHY
1. On the map (p. 11), find Tianjin, which suffered
from a blizzard in February, and Sichuan prov-
ince, struck by an earthquake in May. Which is
closer to the capital? (Tianjin)
2 Which city on the map is closest to the Himala-
yas? (Lhasa) In which province is that city? (Tibet)
LANGUAGE ARTS
1. Look it up: What is the difference between civil
rights and human rights? (Civil rights are those
stated in and protected by law; in the U.S., by the
Constitution. Human rights are basic rights that
many people around the world believe belong to
all human beings, regardless of law, government,
religion, or tradition. Examples: freedom from tor-
ture, unlawful imprisonment, and execution.)
MATH
1. See “Fast Facts” on p. 11. Using those data, what
is the approximate population of the world?
(about 6,623,500,000; 1,324,700,000 x 5)

KICK BUTTS DAY 09

SEIZE CONTROL AGAINST BIG TOBACCO.

KICK BUTTS DAY is an annual celebration of youth
advocacy, leadership, and activism in the fight against
big tobacco. KICK BUTTS DAY events and rallies take
place in all 50 states and prove that youth have powerful
voices too — and can create change everywhere.

03.25

e KickButtsDay.org/2000
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Special: Election Returns (pp. 6-?)

This month, Americans finally
learned who will be their next
President—and whether there is any
shift in power in the U.S. Congress.

Perspective Check
Invite students to look back on
election-related articles in previ-
ous JS issues of this year. Do any
facts learned before take on greater
meaning or depth now that the
election is over?

Rapid Review

® How many electoral votes are
needed to win the presidency?
(at least 270)

® When will the electors meet to cast
their votes? (December 15, 2008)
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= _ World History: Nero: Cruel and

® When is Inauguration Day?
(January 20, 2009)

Finding Facts & Figures

® How many electoral votes went
to Senator Obama? How many to
Senator McCain?

® Which of the swing states
(Nevada, Colorado, Minnesota,
Wisconsin, Michigan, Ohio,
New Hampshire, Virginia, and
Florida) went to each candidate?

® How many seats in the U.S.
House of Representatives went to
each party?

® How many Republicans will
be serving in the Senate? How
many Democrats? How many
independents?

B Crazy Ambition (pp. 12-13)

In the United States, power is
checked and kept balanced by the
division of powers established in the
Constitution. What happens when
all power is in the hands of a single
leader? This article looks at the
reign of the Roman Emperor Nero,
an example of power run amok.

Backstory
Augustus Caesar, previously
known as Octavian, was the first
Roman Emperor. He took power
after the dictatorial rule of his
adoptive father, Julius Caesar,
ended. The name Caesar became
an emblem of power. Rule of the
empire was held by Augustus
(whose reign began in 44 B.c.) and

his descendants for more than a
century, ending with the death

of Nero and civil wars in 68 A.D.
Nero’s reign was followed by that
of Galba (for only seven months),
then of Vespasian, who became the
first in a new dynasty of Emperors.

Talk About It

1. Nero was only 16 when he
came into tremendous power.
Do you think his youth played
a role in the way he used that
power? Why or why not?

2. In 1887, an Englishman named
John Emerich Edward Dalberg-
Acton, Lord Acton, wrote
this now-famous statement:
“Power tends to corrupt, and
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* For a summary of key post-election
dates and information, see
archives.gov/federal-register
/electoral-college/2008/dates.html.
* Check in regularly with scholastic
.com/Election2008.
Note: All major news-media outlets
will be posting up-to-the minute
election returns data on their Web
sites. A few of the many are:

e chicagotribune.com/news/politics
e cnn.com/ELECTION/2008

e latimes.com/news/politics

* nytimes.com/pages/politics

e washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn
/content/politics/elections
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Power, authority, and governance

absolute power corrupts abso-
lutely.” Could that declaration
be applied to Nero? Explain.
3. Do you agree with Lord

Acton’s statement in general?
Why or why not? Can you cite
examples of leaders who do
and do not fit that description?

/
© WEB LINKS

* For a family tree of the Emperors
mentioned in the article, go to
knowledgerush.com/kr/encyclo
pedia/Julio-Claudian family_tree.

* Background on Nero and the Julio-
Claudians, for young readers:
historyforkids.org/learn/romans

/history/julioclaudians.htm
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NAME:

Junior Scholastic QUIZ

QUIZ Wiz

How much do you know about what’s in this issue of
JS? Getting 18-20 correct makes you a Quiz Wizard;
14-17 correct makes you a Wizard’s Apprentice.

DEBATE: REQUIRE PUBLIC SERVICE?, PAGE 5
Decide whether each sentence is true, false, or an
opinion. Write your answer on the blank line provided.
1. The younger a person begins com-
munity service, the better.
2. About half of all Americans volunteer
for public service.
3. Community service is mandatory for
high school students in Maryland.
4. The Constitution calls for every Amer-
ican to perform community service.
5. Public service is helpful but shouldn’t
be compulsory.

WORLD: CHINARISING?, PAGES 8-11

Write the letter of the correct answer on the line
before each question.
__ 6. Which areawas hurt worst by the May

earthquake?
A. Beijing C. Sichuan province
B. Shanghai D. Tibet

?. Chinese protesters who applied for permits
to use free-speech zones near the Olympics
site were what?

A. arrested C. granted Internet access
B. exiled to D. permitted to speak
anothercountry openly

8. Before the Olympics, protesters demon-
strated against which of these by the Chinese

government?

A. economic C. Internet
policies censorship

B. high food D. human-rights
prices violations

___ 9. Whichis true of China-U.S. trade?
A.Chinablocks  C.Theyare equal

U.S. goods. partners.
B.Chinaisin D. The U.S. buys more
debttothe US.  from Chinathanitsells.

__10. Which Chinese superstar participated in the
opening ceremonies of the Olympic Games?
A. Jackie Chan C.JetlLi
B. Chow Yun-Fat D.Yao Ming

WORLD HISTORY: NERO: CRUEL AND CRAZY
AMBITION, PAGES 12-13

Match each person or phrase in the left column
with the correct description in the right column.
____11. Agrippina A. first of the ruling line
__ 12, Augustus Caesar B. Nero’s first wife
___13. Julius Caesar C. famous historian
__ 14, QOctavia D. Nero’s mother
____15. Tacitus E. Nero’s great-grandfather

GIZOSKIL.LS: THE SPREAD OF SURF CULTURE,
PAGES 14-15

Use a word from this list to correctly complete
each sentence.

Atlantic coast, Captain James Cook, Caribbean
coast, Christian missionaries, Christopher Columbus,
Ferdinand Magellan, Fiji, Hawaii, Kelly Slater, killer
whales, Pacific coast, sharks, South Africa, whales

16. Amajor cold current flows along South America’s

1?7. The first-known surfers lived in

18. One of the first Westerners to witness surfing
was

19. Surfing was dismissed as “ignorant fun” by

20. Surfersrun arisk of being attacked by
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1 2 3 4 5 6
W ? 8 9

10 11 12

3 s 15
16 17 18 19 |0 |2

Take our crossword challenge before 7 7 7 : 7
reading this issue. Then come back 22 |23 24
and fill in any blanks. The starred clues

25 |26 |7 7 s 29

refer to the article on pp. 8-11.
30 st |32
ACROSS Wz | | | s
1 Steal from i
0 0 0 ) 0
4 Lay out money for
*? Young Lin Hao became a __ by saving
two of his classmates. 31 “Stop right there!” 19 Southwestern university
*g China’s land _is 3,696,100 sq mi. 33 Long, snakelike fish whose football team is
- the Wildcats (abbr.)
10 Book that precedes the New 34 Horse feed o
Testament (abbr.) DOWN 20 Request a permit or job
*11 Some Chinese dissidents are put . *21 Beijing’s Bird's __is an
under house . 1 0ld-fashioned but stylish arena that was built
- : for the 2008 Summer
13 Atheater with every seat filled is _ 2 Either, _ Olumpics
(abbr.). 3 Feathery neckwear ympics.

23 The :TVshowsetina

15 ::bcrarltal is Montpelier (postal 4 Chinais aone-__state. wealthy California area
1. [ ?”
_ > "How_you today? 25 What sm, med, or Ig is
*16 Chinese manufacturers produced 6 Word of agreement (abbr.)
defective . '
¥18 Unit of - chi *? Beljlngwas _ofthe 2008 26 Famous American writer:
nit of money in China Olympics. EdgarAllan _
22 Fromme __ you 9 Word that @ stands for *27 Compass direction
24 Large monkey 12 Large vehicle for from Chengdu to Wuhan
*25 Chinese do not have full freedom vacations (abbr.) (abbr.)
of _. 14 Yiddish exclamation 28 President Lyndon B.
29 Addendum to a letter (abbr.) *1? Schools may have Johnson’s Veep (initials)
*30 Chinese needed permits to use collapsed because 32 Organization for
afree-25Across _during the builders skimped on recovering alcoholics
Olympics. cementand _. (abbr.)
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Junior Scholastic

TEACHER TO TEACHER

OBJECTIVES

¢ Identify and explain the chal-
lenges facing China.

® Demonstrate higher-level
thinking skills through discus-
sion and debate.

¢ Exhibit decision-making skills
by developing and articulating
a rationale based on the facts.

INTRODUCTION

After reading the JS article
“China Rising?,” students should
be able to identify some of the
human-rights issues that were of
concern during the Olympics. They
also should be able to discuss chal-
lenges that face China now that
the Olympic Games have ended.

The restructuring of China’s
economy has been under way for
some time, but other aspects of
life have been slower to change.
Before and during the Olympics,
China’s government took care to
show its best side to the inter-
national media. What will hap-
pen now that most of the media
are gone? Will the government
become stricter on dissidents
within the country?

China’s Move Forward

his issue’s lesson plan calls on students to incorporate what they

learn by reading “China Rising?” (pp. 8-10) with their broader

knowledge of political and social systems. It also encourages
students to think beyond their own points of view.

The author of this lesson plan is Sharan Gwynn, a social-studies
instructor and department chair at Georgetown Middle School in George-
town, Kentucky. A 32-year classroom veteran, Gwynn has taught sixth-
grade social studies (world cultures and geography) and seventh-grade
social studies (ancient civilizations). She also teaches one math class.

TOPIC QUESTION

Explore these and other ques-
tions by holding a formal debate
in class. The key question to be
debated: “Considering all that
China has undergone in the past
year, which policy should the
U.S. encourage China to empha-
size: developing a strong and
free-enterprise-based economy, or
strengthening the human rights of
all Chinese citizens?”

Before holding the debate,
lead your students into a discus-
sion of the possible effects of
each choice on the Chinese
people, China’s government,
and international relations.

DEBATE PROCEDURE

Divide the classroom into two
sides, with one side for the “econ-
omy team” and the other for the
“human-rights team.” The center
can be used, temporarily, for stu-
dents who are undecided.

However, make it clear that
everyone will have to take a side
eventually. (Option: You may
prefer to choose teams arbitrarily,
requiring students to argue in sup-
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Sharan Gwynn

port of one side, whether or not
they personally agree with it.)

Have students line up on their
side of the debate floor, and
appoint one person per team
to serve as record keeper. Each
record keeper should make a list of
his or her side’s rationales on the
board, to be reviewed as the dis-
cussion progresses.

Only one side can speak at a
time. After a speaker has expressed
his or her opinion, supported
with reasons and examples, he or
she will choose the next speaker.
Each side can have no more than
two speakers in a row, in order to
allow each side to speak.

Students may switch sides with-
in the debate, but set a limit of
switch times. If a side is stumped,
you can help by prompting it with
additional considerations in order
to keep the conversation going.

FOLLOW-UP

After the debate, have stu-
dents write their own answers to
the topic question. They should
include a clear explanation of
their reasoning.
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