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Take our crossword challenge before 
reading this issue. Then come back 
and fill in any blanks. The starred 
clues refer to the article on pp. 6-9. 

  ACROSS                                  

	 1	 Tabletop spices: ___ and pepper

	 5	A frican-American natural hairstyle

	 9	A  farmer uses this to break soil.

	 10	 Filthy, as in bad 12 Down

	 11	L et or permit

	*13	�M any children get only ___ meal  
a day.

	 14	S langy yes

	*15	�H unger kills more people than ___, 
tuberculosis, and malaria combined.

	*17	C onsumed a meal

	*18	 War plays a ___ in causing hunger.

	 20	�H ometown of baseball’s Dodgers 
(abbr.)

	*22	�S ome starving Haitians eat cakes  
of ___.

	*23	�V iolence that broke out in Haiti in 
2007 over 6 Down

	 26	L anded, as a plane

	*28	�C ontinent of the two most-populous 
countries

	 29	G ive temporarily

	*30	�O rganizations such as 
the WFP help hungry 
people in ___.

  DOWN                         

	 1	 Place to relax

	 2	�S upporter in times of 
trouble

	 3	G irl’s name

	 4	�E ven numbers can be 
divided by ___.

	 5	�I nitials of soul singer 
Aretha

	 *6	�A  dire lack of ___ can be 
caused by war or drought.

	 7	C ompetes in a footrace

	 8	S panish cheer

	*12	�A  good meal is useless  
if drinking ___ isn’t clean. 

	 16	�L atin meaning “that is” 
(abbr.)

	 17	�N ational League’s  
All-Star Game opponent 
(abbr.)

	 18	R egulation or law

	 19	C hief of the Norse gods

	 20	M isplace

	 21	�H ockey games 
sometimes end in ___  
(2 words)

	*22	� Prefix meaning bad 
or inadequate, as in 
___nutrition

	 24	�A uthor of the original 
James Bond books:  
___ Fleming

	 25	U nhappy

	 27	�S core in football  
(abbr.)
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PUZZLE
CROSSWORD

Puzzle solution is in your Teacher’s Edition.

Puzzle by kathy wilmoreAvailable as a PDF at scholastic.com/juniorscholastic



JUNIOR SCHOLASTIC • Teacher’s Edition • December 8, 2008  T-7

 skills reproducibleNAME: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ®

questions (Write your answers on a separate sheet of paper.)
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Available  
as a PDF at  

scholastic.com 
/juniorscholastic

Reading a Thematic Map 

Africa: The Struggle  
for Independence

The map below shows Africa’s 53 countries and 
the year that each nation came into being, gained 
independence, or established its present form of 

government. Use the map’s information to answer the 
questions. Write your responses on a separate sheet 
of paper. 

	1.	 �Which large island nation is located off Africa’s 
eastern coast?

	2.	 �During which decade did most African nations gain 
independence or establish their present form of 
government?

	3.	 �If you crossed Africa from east to west along  
the equator, through which countries would  
you travel? 

	4.	 �When did modern Egypt gain its independence?
	5.	 �Which African lake is located on the equator?

	6.	 �What body of water separates Sudan from Asia? 
	7.	 �How many miles wide is Africa at the Tropic of 

Capricorn?
	8.	 �What southern African country, before its indepen-

dence in 1980, was called Rhodesia?
	9.	 �By the early 1900s, European nations had colonized 

almost all of Africa. What do you think countries 
hoped to gain by establishing these colonies?

	10.	 �What challenges do you think face a country trying 
to rule an overseas colony a continent away? 
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 tEACHER TO TEACHER 

This lesson plan relates to the world hunger article and map in this 
issue (pp. 6-9). It is by Andrew Liss, a seventh-grade social studies 
teacher at Thomas Jefferson Middle School in Edison, New Jersey.

Note: If you would like to contribute a lesson plan related to one of the 
upcoming JS features (see our updated planning guide at scholastic 
.com/juniorscholastic), please e-mail a brief summary of what it would 
entail to junior@scholastic.com.

Organizing a Group Effort
World Hunger and Food Aid

Objectives
1. 	�Understand the causes of world hunger by using the 

article in this issue of JS to comprehend and analyze 
text, pictures, and maps.

2. 	�Plan and take action to help combat world hunger 
by raising money or other resources to contribute 
to a reputable aid organization. Skills will include 
researching, prioritizing, organizing, investigating, 
following through, and then assessing what was and 
was not achieved.

do First
After reading the article, students will think about and 
be able to discuss:  Why do nearly 925 million people 
around the world go hungry every day?

Procedure
	 1.	� Students will share results by creating a class web 

on a chalkboard.
	 2.	� Read the article “World Hunger” with your class. 

Create a short organizer that will allow students to 
list the reasons given in the “Global Food Crisis” 
section for rising food prices. Also, list the three 
steps to ease food shortages outlined in the “Two 
Types of Hunger” section.

	 3.	� Complete the article and discuss and answer 
the “Think About It” questions. Focus on the 
photographs and discuss how kids who are starving 
look and how it might feel to be in their situation.

	 4.	� Ask students to review the three steps to ease 
food shortages. (See the “Two Types of Hunger” 
section on p. 7.) Ask students if they think 
that they can help to increase food production 

worldwide and, if so, how they would go about 
doing it.

	 5.	� Have students research aid organizations, 
including those mentioned in the article (the 
World Food Programme and Mercy Corps). Other 
organizations include Heifer International, Oxfam, 
and Kiva (see below). To get started, check out the 
“Web Links” box on p. T-3 and the “Useful URLs” 
area of JS’s Web site.

	 6. 	�Introduce, discuss, and develop ideas for raising 
funds or other resources (canned foods, blankets, 
etc.) to contribute to the organization chosen. 
(Note: Ensure that students always check with 
the aid organization before raising funds or 
equipment, to find out what is most needed, how 
it should be donated, and any other requirements.)

	 7.	� Once plans have been made and vetted—and you 
and your students have been given administrative 
approval—students can raise money by holding a 
student-faculty sporting event, conducting a raffle 
or a car wash, or soliciting contributions from 
local businesses and community members.

A note about Kiva
My students and I support Kiva, a nonprofit venture 

that facilitates loans through micro-finance institutions. 
To get started, we reviewed Kiva’s Web site and chose an 
entrepreneur in need of funding. Our class then conducted 
a fund-raiser and used the proceeds to make a loan. We 
now check our lending page to see how our entrepreneur 
is doing. In two years, my classes have loaned more than 
$7,000 to 204 businesses. You may view our lending page 
at www.kiva.org/lender/andrew9411.
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