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1. Why are scientists trying to reach Antarctica’s 
Lake Vostok?
A �To determine the lake’s size.
B �To measure the temperature of its water.
C �To find out if the lake contains fresh water or salt water.
D �To discover whether any organisms live there.

2. What does the word “subglacial” mean?
A �buried under ice
B �located near the South Pole
C �frozen at subzero temperatures
D �found underground

3. A water-treatment plant in Russia has recruited 
snails to monitor _____ pollution.
A �water
B �air
C �soil
D �pesticide

4. Which type of dog is NOT one of the main breeds 
used as lifeguards in Italy?
A �Labradors
B �Newfoundlands
C �poodles
D �golden retrievers

5. New hybrid airships are a cross between _____ 
and _____.
A �hot-air balloons, jets
B �airplanes, blimps
C �rockets, hang gliders
D �cars, helicopters 

6. At which game did a computer system named 
Watson recently beat two human opponents? 
A �chess
B �Jeopardy! 
C �Are You Smarter Than a 5th Grader?
D �Monopoly

7. What type of machine have scientists NOT 
created yet?
A �a computer that can understand human language
B �a computer with artificial intelligence
C �a robot that can answer trivia questions
D �a computer with its own independent mind

8. Which woodpecker ability prompted scientists to 
study the animals?
A �The birds’ skulls can withstand sudden impacts.
B �Woodpeckers can flap their wings 22 times per second.
C �The birds can find bugs inside wood just by listening.
D �The birds have backward-facing toes to grip tree trunks.

9. A newly designed shock absorber could help 
protect things such as ____.
A �airplanes’ black boxes 
B �Formula 1 race cars
C �sensitive electronics
D �all of the above

10. Which musical instrument recently traveled to 
the International Space Station? 
A �tambourine
B �trumpet
C �flute
D �violin
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