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Science News
Directions: Read the Science News section on pages 3 to 7.

Then, test your knowledge by filling in the letters of the correct answers below.

1. How many countries recently 
agreed to enforce a set of tourism 
guidelines for people visiting 
Antarctica?
A �5
B �12
C �27
D �43

2. Which of the following is NOT 
one of the new guidelines for 
tourists visiting Antarctica?
A �Only 100 tourists are allowed 

ashore at a time.
B �The number of ships traveling to 

the region will be limited.
C �Tourists must keep a safe 

distance from wildlife.
D �Cruise ships visiting Antarctica 

must anchor 6 meters (20 feet) 
from the shore.

3. An animal that relies on the 
environment to regulate its body 
temperature is called an _____.
A �epidermis
B �endotherm
C �ectotherm
D �isopod

4. Chameleons get vitamin D 
from _____.
A �the foods they eat
B �bacteria in their gut
C �their skin, which makes the 

vitamin with the help of sunlight
D �both A and C

5. What do scientists think causes 
unusual things, like frogs and fish, 
to rain periodically from the sky?
A �an invention that controls the 

weather
B �waterspouts
C �cargo dropped from planes
D �frog and fish eggs evaporated 

from pond water

6. Which of the following 
statements about the H1N1 
influenza is TRUE?
A �The virus is considered to be very 

virulent.
B �Last April, the World Health 

Organization became concerned 
that an outbreak of H1N1 could 
become a pandemic.

C �The yearly flu vaccine will 
protect you from H1N1.

D �The first worldwide case of H1N1 
was seen in the United States.

7. The H1N1 flu was first identified 
as a virus that infects _____.
A �pigs
B �chickens
C �humans
D �horses

8. The British Steam Car Challenge 
team’s race car is powered by 
______ engine.
A �an external-combustion
B �a solar-powered
C �an electric
D �an internal-combustion

9. Why are scientists releasing 
five robot fish into a Spanish port 
next year?
A �to patrol the waters for litter
B �to take underwater pictures of 

shipwrecks
C �to scare away sharks
D �to sniff out the source of water 

pollution

10. Which object belonging to a 
famous scientist was recently put 
on display at The Franklin Institute 
in Philadelphia?
A �Darwin’s diary
B �Edison’s phonograph
C �Galileo’s telescope
D �Pasteur’s microscope
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Page   14  In Search of Snow Leopards
DIRECTIONS: Answer the following questions in complete sentences.
1. Which one of the snow leopard’s body parts make the cat so well adapted to walking through snow? Explain.

2. What characteristic of snow leopards makes them so hard to study in the wild?

3. What are three reasons that people might kill snow leopards?

4. �Choose one strategy that Snow Leopard Trust is using to help protect the big cats, and explain how it aims to 
help prevent their extinction.
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Page   10  Teen Dinosaur Hunters
DIRECTIONS: Match the words in the left column with the words or phrases in the right column.
____1. fossil	 a. meat-eating
____2. paleontology	 b. animal with a backbone
____3. vertebrate	 c. study of prehistoric life
____4. sedimentary rock	 d. preserved remains of a once-living organism
____5. carnivorous	 e. type of rock formed when particles from other rocks are cemented 
	     together over millions of years

Page     8  Biting Back
DIRECTIONS: Fill in the blanks to complete the summary paragraph below.

Bedbugs (Cimex _____________) are small, flat, and __________ in color. Most bedbugs lie low during the 
day, and come out at __________ to feed on the __________ of sleeping humans. Luckily, bedbugs are not known 
to spread _____________; however, their bites can cause itchy, red _________. They can be very hard to get rid 
of because they can live for more than ___   ________ without feeding. Three ways exterminators try to kill 
these pests are: spraying them with an effective ____________, heating the rooms to temperatures greater than 
_______°C (______ °F), or freezing the bugs with ___________   __________ spray. Some people have businesses 
that use _________ to sniff out bedbug infestations.

Page   18  Saving the Ozone Layer
DIRECTIONS: Below are five major events related to the creation of the ozone hole and efforts made to save the 
ozone layer. Read each sentence, then place the letters of the sentences in the order in which they occur, from first 
to last.
a. The ozone layer repairs itself over time.
b. Manufacturers use CFCs as coolants in products such as air conditioners.
c. The first countries sign the Montreal Protocol, agreeing to phase out the use of CFCs and other ozone-
destroying substances.
d. A hole in the ozone layer over the South Pole is discovered.
e. The amount of CFCs in the atmosphere starts to decline.
First        ____,  ____,  ____,  ____,  ____        Last
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Bedbugs Are Back!
In “Biting Back” (p. 8), you read that bedbugs are making a comeback in cities across the United States. The 
chart below shows the number of complaints about bedbugs made to the New York City Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development over a period of five years. Look at the chart and follow the directions below.
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Borough 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Brooklyn 52 665 1,642 2,382 3,401

Manhattan 35 427 1,107 1,729 2,107

Queens 80 562 1,278 1,602 1,927

Bronx 25 193 570 1,117 1,682

Staten Island 0 8 41 59 96

New York City 
Total 192

Bedbug Complaints in New York City’s Five Boroughs*
*A borough is a subsection of the city.

SOURCE: NYC Department of Housing Preservation and Development

Graph It
Calculate the total number of bedbug complaints made 
in New York City each year by tallying the data for the 
five boroughs. (We did the first one for you.) Then, 
create a line graph showing the total number of bedbug 
complaints made in New York City from 2004 to 2008. 
Be sure to give your graph a descriptive title and to label 
the x- and y-axes.

Analyze It
1. Between which two years was the increase in the total 
number of bedbug complaints greatest?
2. Which borough had the most bedbug complaints in 
2008? The fewest?
3. What was the total percent increase in the number of 
bedbug complaints made in New York City from 2004 to 
2008? (Hint: First, find the increase in complaints from 
2004 to 2008. Then, divide that total by the number of 
complaints in 2004 and multiply by 100. Round your 
answer to the nearest whole percent.)
4. Between which two years was the percent increase in 
the number of bedbug complaints in Queens greatest? 
What was the percent increase in that period?
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Students in “Teen Dinosaur 
Hunters” (p. 10) travel to the 
Rainbow Basin in California 
to collect fossils, but there are 
many other places around the 
world where fossils are found. 
Use the information in the 
table (right) of some of the 
world’s most famous fossil dig 
sites. Plot the location of each 
site on the world map (below), 
then answer the questions 
that follow.

Location Types of Fossils Found Coordinates
Rainbow Basin, California Camels, horses, and mastodons 35°N, 117°W

Como Bluff, Wyoming Stegosaurus, Allosaurus, and 
Apatosaurus 41°N, 106°W

Valley of the Moon, Argentina Earliest dinosaur fossils, such as 
Eoraptor and Herrerasaurus 31°S, 68°W

Messel Oil Shale Pit, Germany Various animals and plants, including the 
recent find Darwinius masillae, or “Ida” 50°N, 9°E

Lyme Regis, United Kingdom Jurassic sea animals, such as 
Ichthyosaurs and Plesiosaurs 51°N, 3°W

Olduvai Gorge, Tanzania Early humans and hominids 3°S, 35°E
Chengjiang Biota, China Arthropods, sponges, and trilobites 24°N, 103°E
Flaming Cliffs, Mongolia First dinosaur (Velociraptor) eggs 44°N, 103°E

Edicaria Hills, South Australia Edicaria, which are the earliest-known 
multicellular organisms 29°S, 138°E
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Answer the following in complete sentences:
1. How many sites are located in the Northern 
Hemisphere? Southern Hemisphere?

2. To what coordinates would you travel if you wanted 
to see where Darwinius masillae was discovered?

3. Which site is located closest to the equator?

4. If you were in Flaming Cliffs and wanted to go to 
Chengjiang Biota, in what direction would you have to 
travel?
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