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Name: ___________________________________   Class: ___________________   Date: _____________

Skill: Autobiographical WritingScholastic scope

Your Story
Breaking Through is a memoir of Francisco Jiménez’s childhood. A good way to learn to write autobiographically 

like Francisco is to keep a journal. You can write anything you want in a journal, but for this activity, you will try  
writing a story about yourself.

Here are a few ideas to get you thinking: �
• When did you feel most alone and why?
• What is the happiest day of your life and why?
• What is the most nerve-wracking thing you have done? How did it turn out?
• When did you first meet your best friend? Did you immediately know you would be good friends? Explain.
• �Has there ever been an event in your life that made you laugh hysterically, and every time you talk about  

it you still laugh like crazy?

Directions: Write a journal response to one of the questions above. If you run out of room, continue on the back 
of this page or in a notebook.

Memoir: Breaking Through • Issue: September 21, 2009

Us
es

: C
op

y 
m

ac
hi

ne
, o

pa
qu

e 
pr

oj
ec

to
r,

 o
r 

tr
an

sp
ar

en
cy

 m
as

te
r 

fo
r 

ov
er

he
ad

 p
ro

je
ct

or
. Sc

h
ol

as
ti

c.
 In

c 
gr

an
ts

 s
ub

sc
ri

be
rs

 o
f 

Sc
ho

la
st

ic
 S
co
pe

 p
er

m
is

si
on

 t
o 

re
pr

od
uc

e 
th

is
 p

ag
e 

fo
r 

us
e 

in
 t

he
ir

 c
la

ss
ro

om
s.

 C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 2
00

9 
by

 Sc
h

ol
as

ti
c 

In
c.

 A
ll

 r
ig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
ed

.

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 	


