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REUSABLEWriter’s toolbox

A. Make a Lasting Impression
Conclusions may restate your thesis clearly and forcefully, show how your points fit together, and/or give 
readers something to think about. 

Ex ample: �“If all the women in this town had a vote today, they would elect a mayor at the next election, 
and they would rise in their might and change the awful state of things now existing here.” 
—author Mark Twain’s conclusion in a speech arguing women’s right to vote, 1901

Your Turn: Write a conclusion for these points.

	 1.	 Women have the same right to vote as men.
	 2.	 The current “state of things” is bad.
	 3.	 As a political force, women could inspire change for the better.

_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

B. Ask, “So what?”
Sometimes, a conclusion answers the question “so what?” This helps readers see the importance of what they  
just read. 

Ex ample: Thesis: Autumn is my favorite season, but the time speeds by!

	 So what? I vow to make the most of every fall day!

Your Turn: Write another answer to the question “so what?” for the above thesis.

_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

C. Look Ahead
Other types of conclusions include a call to action, a question, or a prediction. 

Your Turn: Complete this conclusion in three different ways:

Because the volunteers overcame so many obstacles to save the dolphins . . .

	 1.	 . . . we should_ ____________________________________________________________________________

		  _________________________________________________________________________ .
	 2.	 . . . isn’t it possible that_____________________________________________________________________

		  _________________________________________________________________________ ?
	 3.	 . . . I predict_______________________________________________________________________________

		  _________________________________________________________________________ .

Last, But Not Least!
When you write an essay, your last words are as important as your first. A strong conclusion will  

help your whole essay stay with readers. Here are three ways to write great endings.

Skill: Conclusions


