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Skill: Visual Literacy (Graphic Organizer)

Reading an Image
Directions: Select a photograph and study it. Then complete the chart below.   

Article: “A Picture Is Worth a Thousand Words” • Issue: October 19, 2009

Us
es

: C
op

y 
m

ac
hi

ne
, o

pa
qu

e 
pr

oj
ec

to
r,

 o
r 

tr
an

sp
ar

en
cy

 m
as

te
r 

fo
r 

ov
er

he
ad

 p
ro

je
ct

or
. Sc

h
ol

as
ti

c 
In

c.
 g

ra
nt

s 
su

bs
cr

ib
er

s 
of

 Sc
h

ol
as

ti
c 
Sc
op
e 

pe
rm

is
si

on
 t

o 
re

pr
od

uc
e 

th
is

 p
ag

e 
fo

r 
us

e 
in

 t
he

ir
 c

la
ss

ro
om

s.
 C

op
yr

ig
ht

 ©
 2

00
9 

by
 Sc

h
ol

as
ti

c 
In

c.
 A

ll
 r

ig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
.

What I See What I Think & Feel What I Know What I Interpret

Describe exactly what 
you see, such as:

• �person or people (age, 
gender, culture)

• �nonverbal gestures, 
body language

• �background and setting
• camera angle
• clothing

• �What may have happened 
before and after the  
photo was taken? 

• �What is happening  
outside the frame?  

• What is missing? 
• �If you were in the photo, 

what would you hear or 
smell? 

• �What do you know about 
the photo, whether from 
personal experience, prior 
knowledge, or both?

• How do you know it?

• �Draw a conclusion  
about the photo based  
on your analysis.

• What does it mean?
• �What does it make  

you think about?
• �Does it remind you  

of anything?


