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Skill: Understanding SarcasmScholastic scope

Searching for Sarcasm
Sarcasm is a form of sharp humor intended to make its subject the target of contempt or ridicule. Sarcasm is often  

used as a form of irony in which praise is actually an insult or a critique. For example, if you have a friend who is always 
late, you might say sarcastically, “Right on time, as always!”

Directions: There is a lot of sarcasm in the play Sherlock Holmes, especially spoken by Holmes himself. Fill out  
the graphic organizer below by finding four examples of sarcasm and explaining what the character really meant. 

Play: Sherlock Holmes • Issue: November 2, 2009

Us
es

: C
op

y 
m

ac
hi

ne
, o

pa
qu

e 
pr

oj
ec

to
r,

 o
r 

tr
an

sp
ar

en
cy

 m
as

te
r 

fo
r 

ov
er

he
ad

 p
ro

je
ct

or
. Sc

h
ol

as
ti

c 
In

c.
 g

ra
nt

s 
su

bs
cr

ib
er

s 
of

 Sc
h

ol
as

ti
c 
Sc
op
e 

pe
rm

is
si

on
 t

o 
re

pr
od

uc
e 

th
is

 p
ag

e 
fo

r 
us

e 
in

 t
he

ir
 c

la
ss

ro
om

s.
 C

op
yr

ig
ht

 ©
 2

00
9 

by
 Sc

h
ol

as
ti

c 
In

c.
 A

ll
 r

ig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
.

Example of sarcasm What the speaker really meant

Holmes: Love what you’ve done with the place. Holmes thinks that the way Blackwood decorated 
his room at the prison is creepy.


