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Name: ___________________________________   Class: ___________________   Date: _____________

Skill: Denotation vs. ConnotationScholastic scope

Denotation vs. Connotation
Sometimes words have more than one meaning. A word’s denotation is its literal meaning—the way it would be  

defined in a dictionary. A word’s connotation is its implied meaning, such as the emotions or images the word evokes. 

Example:  
Annie’s favorite place on Earth is her home.  
Home:
Denotation: the place where a person lives; house
Connotation: a place where a person feels safe and loved

Directions: Read The Dark Pond on page 24 of this issue of Scope. Then, find the following words in the text  
and complete the chart below, providing the denotation and connotation of each word.

Article: The Dark Pond • Issue: November 16-30, 2009

Us
es

: C
op

y 
m

ac
hi

ne
, o

pa
qu

e 
pr

oj
ec

to
r,

 o
r 

tr
an

sp
ar

en
cy

 m
as

te
r 

fo
r 

ov
er

he
ad

 p
ro

je
ct

or
. Sc

h
ol

as
ti

c 
In

c.
 g

ra
nt

s 
su

bs
cr

ib
er

s 
of

 Sc
h

ol
as

ti
c 
Sc
op
e 

pe
rm

is
si

on
 t

o 
re

pr
od

uc
e 

th
is

 p
ag

e 
fo

r 
us

e 
in

 t
he

ir
 c

la
ss

ro
om

s.
 C

op
yr

ig
ht

 ©
 2

00
9 

by
 Sc

h
ol

as
ti

c 
In

c.
 A

ll
 r

ig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
.

Words Denotation Connotation

long hair

kommandant

buzz cut

snake pit

dark pond

call


