
  

Name: ___________________________________   Class: ___________________   Date: _____________

SKILL: Caption WritingScholastic scope
Issue: November 16-30, 2009

Scholastic sCOPE online reproducible • November 16-30, 2009

Us
es

: C
op

y 
m

ac
hi

ne
, o

pa
qu

e 
pr

oj
ec

to
r,

 o
r 

tr
an

sp
ar

en
cy

 m
as

te
r 

fo
r 

ov
er

he
ad

 p
ro

je
ct

or
. Sc

h
ol

as
ti

c 
In

c.
 g

ra
nt

s 
su

bs
cr

ib
er

s 
of

 Sc
h

ol
as

ti
c 
Sc
op
e 

pe
rm

is
si

on
 t

o 
re

pr
od

uc
e 

th
is

 p
ag

e 
fo

r 
us

e 
in

 t
he

ir
 c

la
ss

ro
om

s.
 C

op
yr

ig
ht

 ©
 2

00
9 

by
 Sc

h
ol

as
ti

c 
In

c.
 A

ll
 r

ig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
.

Captivating Captions
Directions: Captions usually appear on or beneath a photograph. The purpose of a caption is to explain  

what’s going on in the picture. Read the caption-writing tips below. Then complete the activity that follows.

• A caption clearly tells the reader the main point or subject of the picture.

• Usually, there’s not a lot of space for a caption. You have to say the most you can with few words.

• �A caption should start with a capital letter.

I. �Captions can be straightforward descriptions, such as the names and locations of the people in the photo. 
Find three examples of this kind of caption in your issue of Scope.

Page #	 Caption

______	 “____________________________________________________________________________________ ”

______	 “____________________________________________________________________________________ ”

______	 “____________________________________________________________________________________ ”

II. �Captions can also comment about a picture or prompt the reader to think about it in a certain way. Find 
three examples of this kind of caption in your issue of Scope.

Page #	 Caption

______	 “____________________________________________________________________________________ ”

______	 “____________________________________________________________________________________ ”

______	 “____________________________________________________________________________________ ”

III. �Sometimes captions offer a witty take on the photo. In these captions, the writer reveals a fresh and  
original way to look at a photo or an illustration. Look at the “Write the Caption” photo on p. 32. What might 
the dog be thinking? Why might he be dressed that way? What would he like to say to the reader? Write your 
own captivating caption for that photo (or any other photo in the issue) on the lines below.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                 


