


Introduction 
In this issue’s Readers Theater Play, 
take your class on a journey of love, 
loss, murder, and madness in our 
adaptation of William Shakespeare’s 
King Lear. 

SUMMARY
King Lear (1605) tells the story of a 
self-centered, egomaniacal king who 
suffers at the hands of his children. 
The play begins with Lear giving his 
kingdom to his daughters in exchange 
for their flattery. The result is cata-
strophic. Not only does he lose his 
power, wealth, and respect, but he 
also loses his mind. 

PRE-reading strategy
Familiarize students with the complex 
themes of the play by having them 
write journal responses to the follow-
ing prompts:
1. In our country today, a big issue is 
how to handle the growing number of 
senior citizens. When the time comes, 
will you take care of the older people 
in your family? What are your worries 
about growing older? 
2. Think of a time when you made 
a mistake that hurt another person, 
emotionally or physically. Did you 
admit your mistake? Why or why not?

Objective
To practice fluency and expression

Discussion/READING COMP
1. When Cordelia refuses to flatter her 
father, Lear says, “Nothing comes of 
nothing.” What does he mean? (No 
flattery equals no inheritance.)
2. Why does Lear prefer the flattery 
of Goneril and Regan over Cordelia? 
(Goneril and Regan are over the top 
in their praise, but Cordelia refuses to 
play their game. She says exactly how 
she feels, without exaggerating.)
3. The Fool tells Lear, “You have made 
your daughters your mothers.” What 
does he mean? (As a father, Lear 
should be the caretaker of his children. 
But in giving away his power and 

authority, he now relies on his kids to 
provide for his basic needs, like food 
and shelter.)
4. Why does Lear run into the storm? 
(Regan and Goneril refuse to let Lear 
inside unless he gives up his knights.)
5. Why won’t Lear give up his knights? 
(They are his royal privilege. They make 
him feel like he still commands respect. 
It’s about status.)
6. Does Edmund deserve his fate? 
(Answers will vary but may include: 
Edmund DOES deserve his fate because 
he betrayed his own father and broke 
up Goneril’s marriage. Edmund does 
NOT because he thought he was doing 
the right thing in telling on his father, 
and Goneril/Regan manipulated him.)
7. How are Lear and Gloucester similar? 
(They both trusted the wrong children. 
They wander in the wilderness and are 
rescued by the very children—Cordelia 
and Edgar—they betrayed.)
8. How does Edgar handle his father’s 
suicidal behavior? Do you think he is 
being cruel or compassionate? (Edgar 
lies to Gloucester by saying that a small 
rock is actually a giant cliff. Edgar lets 
Gloucester jump off the small rock so he 
can think his failed suicide attempt is a 
miracle. Answers will vary.)

RESOURCES
n Book�
•� �Top Ten Shakespeare Stories by 

Terry Deary (Scholastic 2004). 
Each play is written in �
teen-accessible language.

n Scope online reproducibles�
• �Interpreting text
•� �Character compare-and-contrast 

graphic organizer�
www.scholastic.com/scope
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Shakespeare Shakedown
Check out these online resources on all things Bard.

• �“60 Second Shakespeare.” Tabloid-style stories for 14 plays with teacher 
guides and student activities. www.bbc.co.uk/drama/shakespeare  
/60secondshakespeare

• �“Absolute Shakespeare.” Extensive site with full texts, biography, quotes,  
art, film adaptations, study guides, criticism, and more. http://absolute 
shakespeare.com

• �“The ‘Punny’ Language of Shakespeare.” Strategies (with handouts) for  
helping students become comfortable with Shakespeare’s language.  
www.pbs.org/shakespeare/educators/language/lessonplan2.html

• �Tales from Shakespeare by Charles and Mary Lamb. Young-reader accessible  
versions of Shakespeare’s major works. www.bartleby.com/1012/index.html

• �William Shakespeare: A Life of Drama (A&E 1997). Includes supplementary  
classroom guides. www.aetv.com/class/admin/study_guide/archives 
/aetv_guide.0550.html

Extension
Prompt: Text-to-World
Step 1: Have students reread their 
journal response to Question #1 from 
the Pre-Reading Strategy. 
Step 2: Discuss together how the 
younger characters in the play treat 
King Lear before versus after his 
retirement. Challenge students to 
find specific lines from the play to 
support their statements. 
Step 3: Have students write three para-
graphs in response to this prompt:

Consider how Goneril and Regan  
treat Lear after he gives away his  

kingdom. What does this say about 
how their society views older people? 
In your opinion, how should we treat 

senior citizens nowadays? Why?



Introduction & SUMMARY
In this story, your class will learn about 
an international project to select seven 
official wonders of the natural world. 
(Online voting opens to the public 
later this year.) The article spotlights 
eight of the many nominations and 
challenges students to identify and 
correct compound sentences.

PRE-READING STRATEGY
Ask students what they know about 
the wonders of the world. What is a 
natural wonder? (A natural wonder 
is something that occurs in nature, as 
opposed to a humanmade wonder like 
the Taj Mahal.) What places in the 
natural world do they think are espe-
cially cool? Where would they like to 
travel someday?

ObjectiveS
To identify and punctuate compound 
sentences, to read for information

READING COMPREHENSION
1. What is your favorite nomination 
from the article? Why? (Answers will 
vary.)
2. Why does the author compare the 
caverns of Jeita Grotto to a cathedral? 
(Both are majestic and awe-inspiring.)
3. Which two countries claim Mont 
Blanc? (France and Italy.)
4. Where was the first nest of fossilized 
dinosaur eggs found? (Flaming Cliffs, 
Mongolia)

Extension
Research: Creative Interpretation
Break students into eight groups and  
assign each group one of the nomina-
tions mentioned in the article. Next, 
each group should research its nomi-
nation and create a brief presentation 
that:
	 •� �describes the physical appearance 

of the wonder;
	 •� �mentions its location along with 

Introduction & SUMMARY
Your class is probably familiar with the 
story of President Abraham Lincoln 
and his terrible fate at the hands of  
John Wilkes Booth. In this excerpt, 
students will get a chilling, close look 
at how the violent act went down.

PRE-READING STRATEGY
Review some Civil War history. Begin 
by asking students to share what they 
know about President Lincoln. Why is 
he considered a great President? (He 
preserved the Union, helped bring an 
end to slavery, etc.) Next, ask if they 
know how he died. Explain that at the 
end of the Civil War, President Lincoln 
and his wife attended a play at Ford’s 
Theatre, where assassin John Wilkes 
Booth shot and killed Lincoln.

ObjectiveS
To remember Abraham Lincoln, to 
understand suspense

Discussion/READING COMP
1. How does Major Rathbone save 
himself? (He uses his arm to block 
Booth’s blade.)
2. Why does it take the audience so 
long to figure out what’s happening? 
(They think it is part of the play.)
3. When Booth jumps from the box, 
he gets tangled in something. What 
is it, and why is this a striking image? 
(He gets tangled in a portrait of George 
Washington. It’s affecting because 
Washington was a Founding Father 
who fought to create the Union.)
4. Why is this excerpt suspenseful? (It’s 
told in play-by-play; it’s detailed; it uses 

descriptive language.)

Extension
Name Game: Biographical Essay
There are several names in the excerpt 
students might not know (Harry Hawk, 
Clara Harris, Major Rathbone). Have 
students research one of these names 
and write a short biographical essay 
on him or her.

You Be the Editor: What a Wonder-ful World! p. 16
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RESOURCES
n Web Site 
•� �Official Ford’s Theatre site, with 

bio, lesson plans, virtual tours, 
and more: www.fordstheatre.org

n Scope online reproducible 
•� �Suspense�

www.scholastic.com/scope
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its distinguishing characteristics;
	 •� �explains how it got its name;
	 •� �makes a case for why it’s worthy  

of wonder status. 

	 Encourage students to be as creative 
as they want with their presentations. 
They can, for instance, convey infor-
mation in a poem, in an open letter 
written by the wonder itself (personifi-
cation), in a short story, or in a TV news 
segment. 
	 After everyone has made a presen-
tation, hold a class vote to see which 
wonder wins.

RESOURCES
n Web Site 
•� �Official site of the contest: �

www.new7wonders.com

n Scope online reproducible 
•� �Compound sentences review�

www.scholastic.com/scope
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Name: ___________________________________   Class: ___________________   Date: _____________

Graphic OrganizerScholastic scope Skills

Available  
as a PDF at  

scholastic.com 
/scope

Support an Argument
Sometimes the most important part of winning an argument is being able to understand your opponent’s  

point of view. To successfully support your case, you must be able to address and refute your opponent’s points.  
Use the graphic organizer below to develop a strong argument that answers the following question: In the play King 
Lear, does King Lear deserve his fate? 

Topic
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________

My Argument
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________

Opposing Argument
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________

Supporting detail
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________

Supporting detail
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________

Supporting detail
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________

Supporting detail
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
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Scholastic scope Skills

Available  
as a PDF at  

scholastic.com 
/scope

REUSABLE

Name: ___________________________________   Class: ___________________   Date: _____________

Skill: Grammar

	 1.	 I do not have no peanuts.

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 2.	 Leona doesn’t want to hear no more bickering.

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 3.	 I hadn’t hardly enough sprinkles for the cupcakes.

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 4.	 Why didn’t you never do nothing about it?

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 5.	 There wasn’t no reason to study for the test because we already knew the material. 

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 6.	 My cousin never does nothing wrong.

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 7.	 Your argument doesn’t make no sense!

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 8.	 Sometimes Mark feels like he doesn’t have no friends.

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 9.	 She hasn’t ordered none of the new uniforms yet.

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 10. 	 There aren’t no tickets left to the play.

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

Negative Negatives
A double negative is using two negatives to express a negation, which accidentally changes the  

meaning of a sentence. For instance, “He did not tell nobody” actually means “He told somebody.” A better  
sentence would be “He told nobody” or “He didn’t tell anybody.” When writing, use only one negative word. 

Directions: Each of the following sentences has a double negative. Circle each double negative, and rewrite  
the sentences correctly in the space provided.
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Available  
as a PDF at  

scholastic.com 
/scope

Name: ___________________________________   Class: ___________________   Date: _____________

REUSABLE Skill: Analogies

Analogies
In an analogy, two sets of words have corresponding relationships. Once you figure out the relationship,  

you will know how to complete the analogy. Here are five types of analogies.

	 1.	 Antonyms (opposites)
		  thick  :  thin   ::   hot  :  cold

	 2.	 Synonyms (having the same meaning)
		  funny  :  hilarious   ::   sad  :  tragic

	 3.	 Word and description of it
		  honey  :  sticky   ::   sun  :  bright

	 4.	 Class and an example of  that class 
		  athlete  :  gymnast   ::   artist  :  sculptor

	 5.	 Action and one who performs that action
		  write  :  author   ::   meow  :  cat

	 1.	 swim  :  fish   ::   hop  :  
		  a. kangaroo   b. Superman   c. dance

	 2.	 richness  :  poverty   ::   full  :  
		  a. wealthy   b. busy   c. empty

	 3.	 country  :  Ecuador   ::   ocean  :  
		  a. blue  b. Pacific   c. England

	 4.	 doctor  :  physician   ::   teacher  :  
		  a. intelligent  b. professor   c. school

	 5.	 room  :  basement   ::   jewel  :  
		  a. emerald   b. crown   c. royal

	 6. 	 outgoing  :  friendly   ::   testy  :  
		  a. overjoyed   b. patient   c. cranky

	 7.	 chicken pox  :  illness   ::   beetle  :  
		  a. forest   b. zoo   c. insect

	 8.	 book  :  library   ::   bagel  :   
		  a. bread   b. New York   c. bakery

	 9.	 firefighter  :  brave   ::   writer  :  
		  a. pen   b. prolific   c. story

	 10.	 exciting  :  dull   ::   recent  :  
		  a. new   b. lately   c. ancient

	 11.	 square  :  box   ::   sharp  :  
		  a. carpet   b. knife   c. dumb

	 12.	 politician  :  mayor   ::   fruit :  
		  a. apple   b. steak   c. farmer

	 13.	 generous  :  giving   ::   nervous  :  
		  a. nonchalant   b. calm   c. anxious

	 14.	 vegetable  :  healthful   ::   soap  :  
		  a. noxious   b. cleansing   c. filth

	 15.	 kind  :  cruel   ::   arrogant  :  
		  a. humble   b. patient   c. conceited

	 16.	 planet  :  Mars   ::   nonfiction  :   
		  a. true   b. memoir   c. novel

Scholastic scope Skills

Directions: Write the type of analogy next to each entry below. Then circle the letter of the word that 
best completes the analogy.

Note: �
Read the colon (:) as “is to” and the  
double colon (::) as “as.”

For Example: 
yell  :  whisper   ::   laugh  :  cry

This example would read “yell is  
to whisper as laugh is to cry.”
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Available  
as a PDF at  

scholastic.com 
/scopeInterview Your Hero

Set up an interview with someone who inspires you and ask the following questions listed below. Use  
the responses to write a profile of this person, then send it to Scope, 557 Broadway, New York, NY 10012  
for a chance to be published. 

	 1.	 What is your full name?_____________________________________________________________________

	 2.	 Where and when were you born?_____________________________________________________________ 

	 3.	 Do you have any siblings? If so, how many and what are their ages and names?_ ___________________ 

		  __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 4.	 What’s the best advice you ever received?_____________________________________________________ 

		  __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

		  __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 5.	 Who inspired you as a teen? Why?_ __________________________________________________________ 

		  __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 6.	 �What’s the hardest lesson you ever learned?___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

�___________________________________________________________________________________________

�	 7.	 Describe a defining moment in your life. _____________________________________________________ 

		  __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

		  __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 8.	 What is your favorite book and why?_ ________________________________________________________  

		  __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 9.	 What can’t you live without and why?________________________________________________________ 

		  __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 10.	 What is your biggest accomplishment?_ ______________________________________________________ 

		  __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

		  __________________________________________________________________________________________

	 11. 	What’s your personal motto?________________________________________________________________ 

		  __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

		  __________________________________________________________________________________________

Writer’s toolbox
REUSABLE Skill: Interviewing




