
No-Cook Recipe for Play Dough
Both hands-on activities in this unit use play dough.  
Here is a no-cook recipe that your students can help  
you make. (Remind them that food coloring stains!)

1. Mix flour and salt in bowl.

2. Add food coloring and oil to water.

3. Stir the liquids into the flour and salt.

4.  When it gets hard to stir, knead with hands to finish mixing. 
(Add a little more flour or water as needed.)

5.  Store in sealed container in a cool location when not in use. 
Keep extra flour on hand and add a little if the play dough 
becomes sticky. Watch for any signs of spoilage and, if found, 
dispose of immediately.
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Materials
 Ì 3 cups flour

 Ì 1 cup salt

 Ì 1 tbsp cooking oil  
(e.g., canola)

 Ì 1 cup water

 Ì food coloring  
(60 drops red  
+ 40 drops yellow 
+ 20 drops blue 
makes a nice brown)

 Ì bowl and spoon

activity
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