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Activity #1:
Comets, Meteors,
and Meteoroids
Activity #2:
Web Quest: Gravity,
Black Holes, and Robots

The children’s book Zathura, by Chris Van
Allsburg, is published by

Generously sponsored by 

SPACE SCIENCE
ADVENTURE IS WAITING

In-Class Activities and Take-Home Pages

SPACE SCIENCE
ADVENTURE IS WAITING

In-Class Activities and Take-Home Pages

ANSWERS TO REPRODUCIBLES:

Activity #1: shooting stars (meteors); composed of
minerals and ice  (comets); orbits sun (comets, meteoroids);
has a tail (comets); speedy streak of light (meteors); usually
weighs less than a grain of sand (meteoroids); hits 
the atmosphere faster than 100,000 miles per hour
(meteoroids); falling stars (meteors); surface melts into 
gas and dust when gets close to sun (comets); lasts a
second or two (meteors); travels slowly across the night
sky (comets); may come in showers or storms  (meteors);
remains in the sky for many days  or weeks (comets).

Activity #2: 1. The red ball is being driven by its forward
motion. 2.The design  of the leaf, nautilus, and flowers may
be the result of the laws (or forces) of nature at work. 3.
Black holes are unseen because they are a region of space
where gravity is infinitely strong. 4. A black hole can form
when (1) a massive star runs out of nuclear fuel and
collapses and (2) the mass of the star's core is three or
more solar masses. 5. Answers may include: Robots do
things that humans are unable to accomplish; they go on
long trips; they don't need air or water; they go on space
walks; they take pictures. 6. Voyager 1, Cassini, Stardust
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GREAT PRIZES!
Family Trip to

Kennedy Space Center
Visitor Complex

in Florida!

See take-home page.

6–8
Grades

Visit the official 
movie website at

www.Zathura.com

Developed in
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