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Learning’

Dear Mr. Henshaw Teaching Plan

In the book, Teaching With Favorite Newbery Books, author (and teacher) Lori
Licciardo-Musso has developed a variety of creative curriculum ideas to be used
concurrently with 25 Newbery Award-winning books. The following activities obtained
from this book will hopefully inspire some profound results in your classroom.

Summary

Dear Mr. Henshaw begins with Leigh Botts writing a letter to his favorite author, Mr.
Henshaw, as a class assignment. The author writes back and asks Leigh some
questions that his mother insists he answer. As Leigh answers Mr. Henshaw, we
learn about his struggles with his parents' divorce, his relationship with his father,
his loneliness because of being the new kid in town, and his feelings of being just
medium. Mr. Henshaw encourages Leigh to keep a diary, and the book is written in
that format.

Map of California

Give students outline maps of California and ask them to locate and label the
following places: Bakersfield, Pacific Grove, Great Central Valley, and Highway 152—
Pacheco Pass. Have them use their maps as you read the novel together.

VOCABULARY

gondola halyard
hibernated imitate
insulated nuisance
partition snitch
wrath

Ask students to define vocabulary words and either act out, draw a picture, or write
in short story using all of them.



Questions

Mr. Henshaw asks Leigh a series of probing questions on pages 14-30. Ask students
to answer these questions about themselves. Have them pretend that they are
sending the answers to their favorite authors, so they take their time answering the
questions.

Pictures of the Setting

The author gives a good description of the setting of this book (Leigh's
neighborhood). Have students draw pictures of Leigh's neighborhood, including all
the details the author gives (see pages 21-22).

Diary

Leigh learns to keep a diary in this novel. It helps him sort out his feelings and
reflect on his life. Urge students to begin their own diaries and see what unfolds.

Lunch Box Alarm

Students are usually pretty excited about trying to make lunch box alarms of their
own. Some students are more adept at this kind of activity than other students are,
so give them the option of doing the assignment alone or with a friend or two. Let
students work on their lunchbox alarms over several sessions. When the finished
products are complete, let each student or group explain how they put the alarm
together and demonstrate it. This is also a great project to ask parents to get
involved with.

Writing ldea

Pose the following question to your students: How did Leigh's parents divorce affect
him? Have them answer it using a five-paragraph essay format. Students should
begin with an introduction that includes a thesis statement and three main points
that will be explored in the essay. Paragraph two should be about the first main point
in the introduction, along with details to support the point. Paragraph three should
be about the second main point. Paragraph four about the third main point.
Paragraph five is the conclusion.

READING RESPONSE JOURNAL PROMPTS
Pages 1-12: Why does Leigh's attitude toward Mr. Henshaw change?

Pages 14—30: Why does Leigh feel so medium?



Pages 31—-37: Why does Mr. Henshaw keep answering Leigh's letters even though
he is very busy?

Pages 38—44: Why does Leigh's mom refer to them as “lonely hearts”?

Pages 45—-53: How does Mom feel about Leigh's Dad? How does Leigh feel about his
dad?

Pages 55—-59: Why is Leigh worried about his mom?

Pages 61—72: Why is Leigh mad at his father?

Pages 73—78: Why does Mom cry?

Pages 79—87: Why is Leigh angry at Dad?

Pages 89—-104: How does Leigh's lunch box alarm change things for him?

Pages 105—111: Why does Leigh decide to start scrubbing the mildew off the
bathroom?

Pages 112—-121: Why does meeting Mrs. Badger make Leigh feel so good?

Pages 123—134: a) How can you explain Leigh's mixed feelings at the end of the
book? b) Why doesn't Beverly Cleary have Bonnie say she would like to get back
together with Bill to make it a “happily ever after” ending?
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