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1 Game Day
by Tiki and Ronde Barber

Nobody notices guys who block—just the 
players who score the touchdowns.
Ronde Barber hobbles off the fi eld wondering if he will ever 
share the spotlight with his twin brother, Tiki. Then, in a contest 
with the toughest team in the league, there’s a change in 
the game plan, and the tables are turned. Will these real-life 
brothers discover what it means to be a team?

Introduce Vocabulary Strategy

BUILD WORD POWER Activate students’ prior knowledge about the word
block, a key term in this book. Point out that some words have several different 
meanings and that noticing how a word is used in a sentence helps make the 
meaning clear. Talk about different meanings students know for the word block.
Explain that its meaning in football is crucial to the story you will read next. 
Emphasize that expert readers think about words in context to help them choose 
the appropriate meaning.

Preview the fact that in this football story, certain team members block opposing 
players to keep them away from their teammate with the ball. In this context, 
block is a verb that means “to stop or knock down a player.” Noting clues in the 
surrounding text can help readers understand which idea a multiple-meaning word 
is meant to convey.

HIGHLIGHT CONTEXT CLUES Guide students to recognize the particular 
usage of a multiple-meaning word. Start with click, another important word from 
the story. On the board, write: If musicians practice together a lot, they really 
click on stage. Make a chart like the one shown. Help students identify click as a 
word that often refers to a sound. Show that together and a lot are context clues 
to a different meaning here. Then do the same for the sentence The coach asked 
the players if they wanted a fi ve-minute break. Connect this strategy to the story 
by telling students that they will hear familiar words with new meanings that may 
require context clues to understand.

WORD CONTEXT CLUES WORD MEANS

click together, a lot work well with 
each other

break asked, fi ve-minute pause, time-out

 Vocabulary From 
This Book
Multiple-Meaning
Words
block, break, click, edged, ends, 
hemmed, huddle, quarter, 
snap, threaded, tied, track

Words That Give Clues 
to Characters
grinned, hobbled, mumbled, 
pleaded, wondered

Strategies to 
Highlight

Vocabulary Building 
Strategy
•• Context Clues: Multiple-

Meaning Words

Comprehension 
•• Compare and Contrast

Literary Element: 
•• Biography

Resources

Game Day
•• Teacher copy and two 

student copies

Teacher Book Notes p. 37

Student ThinkMark p. 54

Review/Reteach
•• Compare and Contrast, 

p. 49

Graphic Organizer p. 58
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Teacher 
Book Notes

P 15

MULTIPLE-MEANING WORDS IN CONTEXT

Read the Book

LINK VOCABULARY AND COMPREHENSION Explore comparing and 
contrasting in a biography. Display Game Day and remind students of your 
earlier discussion of multiple-meaning words. Clarify that sports books in 
particular often use common words in special ways. Point out that this book is 
a biography about twins who play football. Explain that the story will be more 
meaningful if they look for similarities and differences in how the boys act and 
feel. This strategy is called comparing and contrasting.

Tell students that there are also special words that give clues about the 
characters. Invite them to offer examples of words that suggest how a person 
looks, acts, or feels.

MODEL AND MONITOR COMPREHENSION Explain that readers 
compare and contrast information to understand people and events. Share the 
book pitch to motivate students. As you read the book, engage students and 
model what expert readers do to:
• read multiple-meaning words
• compare and contrast ideas, people, and events
• explore the genre of biography and words that give clues to characters

Use the notes on page 37 to help you 
model and monitor comprehension and 
explore vocabulary. 

SUMMARIZE LEARNING Discuss the story’s ending and use it to compare 
and contrast the twins. Ask:
• How does Tiki’s “decoy” run at the end serve the same purpose as Ronde’s 

block at the start of the story? How are the two plays different? Does one 
require more teamwork? Why?

• Why is comparing and contrasting a good strategy to use with a biography 
of twins?

Transfer and Expand Learning

APPLY THE STRATEGIES Challenge students with one or more of these 
options to demonstrate learning.
Context Clues: Sports Meanings Partner students who share an interest in the 
same sport. Have them brainstorm for words used in it that have other meanings, 
too. Examples include roll, run, beam, hit, goal, drive, and pass. Ask each pair to 
make a glossary indicating both meanings for each word. (Glossary)

Compare and Contrast If students need more help with comparing and 
contrasting, see the comprehension mini-lesson on page 49. (Informal Assessment)

Biography: The Big Day Have students write about a memorable event they have 
experienced. Encourage them to include multiple-meaning words and words that 
suggest what they were feeling. (Quick Write)

Professional
Development

Parts of Speech Determining 
whether a word is a noun or verb 
in a sentence can be critical to 
understanding which of its multiple 
meanings is in play. One helpful 
technique in this regard involves 
identifying the parts of speech 
of the surrounding words. In this 
way, the presence of prepositions, 
articles, helping verbs, or adverbs 
can provide valuable context clues.

English Language 
Learners

Winning Vocabulary Have 
students who are knowledgeable 
about American football explain its 
basic rules. Discuss key terms, such 
as touchdown, end zone, tackle, 
offensive, and defensive. You might 
even want to compare this sport 
with soccer, which some students 
may call football.

Student Reading
Invite students to revisit the book by 

reading it independently. Have them use 

the Student ThinkMark on page 54 to 

help focus their reading.

 GAME DAY 15
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Program Overview

 Lesson Plans

Twelve fast-paced lesson plans form the instructional framework of Word Forward Level A. 
Each lesson begins and ends with a great book. The specifi c vocabulary building strategies, 
comprehension strategies, and literary analysis skills matched to the book focus learning. 

Each unit of study or 
“Big Idea” teaches one of 
the four main research-based 
strategies: Context Clues, Words 
and Their Parts, Content Words, 
or Words and Their Histories. 

Words from the book 
support the specifi c vocabulary 
building strategy and link to the 
literary element. 

The specifi c vocabulary 
building strategy is introduced 
through a discussion of the 
meaning of important words 
from the book, then linked to 
students’ experiences.

A graphic organizer 
is provided to help students 
think visually as they learn to 
apply the vocabulary building 
strategy, generating their own 
examples.

Questions are provided to help 
students make text-to-self 
connections and for informal 
assessment. 

Options, including writing, 
word games, and skill 
review, are provided to apply 
strategies in broader contexts 
and informally assess student 
learning. Students revisit the book and apply strategies 

independently.  

Book-specifi c 
suggestions for 
supporting English 
language learners 
are provided. 

Professional 
development is 
enhanced through 
notes on vocabulary 
development. 

This part of the lesson helps students think like 
expert readers. It links the vocabulary strategy 
to the comprehension strategy. With the support 
of the Teacher Book Notes (see p. 9) prompts are 
provided for an interactive read-aloud experience.  

A motivating book pitch uses vocabulary words 
and sets a purpose for reading.
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