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Program Overview

BOOK 
PITCH!

Miss Alaineus
by Debra Frasier

Disaster strikes when Sage’s teacher calls out 
the word miscellaneous.
Sage is so sure about what—or who—this word refers to 

that she doesn’t hesitate in defi ning it. But can the wild 

interpretation she gives in class somehow lead to

vocabulary gold? 

Vocabulary From 
This Book
Easily Confused 
Words
capital, extinct, forward, 

miscellaneous, whole, whose

School Words
capable, credit, defi ning, 

hypothesis, interpretation, 

theme, theories

Introduce Vocabulary Strategy

BUILD WORD POWER Bring to life a key word in the story, miscellaneous.
Highlight that miscellaneous things don’t belong together for a particular reason or 
have anything in common. Have students work in groups to list the miscellaneous 
items they might fi nd in a lost-and-found box. 

Explain to students that the main character of the book you’ll be reading confuses 
the word miscellaneous with something else because she pays attention only to 
how the word sounds. The way a word sounds is important, but remind students 
they must also pay close attention to its spelling, as well as how the word appears 
in context, in order to use it correctly.

HIGHLIGHT WORDS AND THEIR HISTORIES Demonstrate how to sort 

out easily confused words. Begin by pointing out that the word capital is often 
confused with capitol, and that both come from Latin. However, capital comes 
from a word that means “head,” and capitol comes from the name of the ancient 
Roman god Jupiter’s temple. Ask students to identify which word names an 
uppercase letter. Challenge them to name other words that can be confused and 
use a chart like the one shown. Connect this strategy to the story by sharing that 
students will discover several words in it that could be confused with other words.

WORD
OR PHRASE

WHAT’S SPECIAL 
ABOUT IT?

HOW I WILL 
REMEMBER IT

MEANING

capital a alphabet
begins with a

uppercase letter; most 
important

capitol o government building

pair ai two
pear ea eat fruit

Strategies to 
Highlight

Vocabulary Building 
Strategy
• Words and Their 

Histories: Easily
Confused Words

Comprehension
• Make Inferences

Literary Element
• Humorous School Story

Resources

Miss Alaineus
• Teacher copy and two 

student copies

Teacher Book Notes p. 46

Student ThinkMark p. 57

Review/Reteach
• Make Inferences, p. 50

Graphic Organizer p. 61

Word List p. 63
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WORDS AND
THEIR HISTORIES

BIG IDEABIG IDEA
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Teacher 
Book Notes

EASILY CONFUSED WORDS

3

Read the Book

LINK VOCABULARY AND COMPREHENSION Explore making inferences 

in a humorous story. Display Miss Alaineus and remind students of your earlier 
discussion of easily confused words. Explain that such words can be a source 
of humor. Point out that reading humorous books often involves “fi lling in the 
gaps” in what the writer says to understand what’s funny. This strategy is called 
making inferences.

Tell students that this story is about something that happens in a fi fth-grade 
class so it includes many school words. Invite students to offer examples of 
words they know that are related to school. 

MODEL AND MONITOR COMPREHENSION Reinforce that readers must 

often use hints and suggestions in the writing to clarify things that are not 

directly stated. Share the book pitch to motivate students. As you read the book, 
engage students and model what expert readers do to:
• understand easily confused words
• make inferences
• explore humor and words related to school

Use the notes on page 46 to help you 

model and monitor comprehension and 

explore vocabulary.

SUMMARIZE LEARNING Discuss the book’s ending and how it relates to 

inferences Sage made about Miss Alaineus. Ask:
• What kind of person is Sage? Why do you think the author told the story from 

Sage’s point of view?
• What inference do people make incorrectly when they confuse words that sound 

alike? Why is Sage’s mistake natural?

 Transfer and Expand Learning

APPLY THE STRATEGIES Challenge students with one or more of these 

options to demonstrate learning.

Easily Confused Words: Art Chart Have students work with partners or in small 
groups to create an alphabetically ordered chart that illustrates the correct usage 
of each word in an easily confused pair. Each picture should be captioned with a 
sentence that uses the word in context. (Chart)

Make Inferences If students need more help with making inferences, see the 
comprehension mini-lesson on page 50. (Informal Assessment)

Humor Have students write about something humorous that happened to them 
at school. Encourage them to write sentences like Sage wrote for her extra credit 
assignment using three school words in each sentence. Invite them to share their 
sentences with a partner or in small groups. (Quick Write)

Professional
Development

Mnemonics Coach students 

to try mnemonic devices or tricks 

to help them remember the 

distinctions between easily confused 

words. For example, the phrase “a 

pair of birds fl ew up into the air”

could help someone remember that 

the word pear would be incorrect in 

such a context. Using the dictionary, 

as Sage does, in conjunction with 

other strategies, may help, too.

English Language 
Learners

Avoiding the Dreaded “Miss 

Stake” Use Sage’s basic 

error—from which the book gets its 

title—as a springboard to discuss 

common titles of address in English 

such as Mr., Miss, Ms., Mrs., and Dr. 

Help students distinguish between 

these by referencing people they 

know or the equivalent terms in 

their native language. In addition to 

usage, be sure to cover each word’s 

pronunciation and spelling.

Student Reading
Invite students to revisit the book by 

reading it independently. Have them use 

the Student ThinkMark on page 57 to 

help focus their reading and responses.
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Twelve fast-paced lesson plans form the instructional framework of Word Forward Level B. 
Each lesson begins and ends with a great book. The specifi c vocabulary building strategies, 
comprehension strategies, and literary analysis skills matched to the book focus learning. 

 Lesson Plan

Each unit of study or 

“Big Idea” teaches one of 

the four main research-based 

strategies: Context Clues, Words 

and Their Parts, Content Words, 

or Words and Their Histories. 

Words from the book 

support the specifi c vocabulary 

building strategy and link to the 

literary element. 

The specifi c vocabulary 

building strategy is introduced 

through a discussion of the 

meaning of important words 

from the book, then linked to 

students’ experiences.

A graphic organizer 

is provided to help students 

think visually as they learn to 

apply the vocabulary building 

strategy, generating their own 

examples.

Questions are provided to help 

students make text-to-self 

connections and for informal 

assessment.

Options, including writing, 

word games, and skill 

review, are provided to apply 

strategies in broader contexts 

and informally assess student 

learning. Students revisit the book and apply strategies 

independently.  

Book-specifi c 

suggestions for 

supporting English 

language learners 

are provided. 

Professional 

development is 

enhanced through 

notes on vocabulary 

development. 

This part of the lesson helps students think like 

expert readers. It links the vocabulary strategy, 

comprehension strategy. With the support of 

the Teacher Book Notes (see p. 9) prompts are 

provided for an interactive read-aloud experience.  

A motivating book pitch uses vocabulary words 

and sets a purpose for reading.
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