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SHOCKWAVE 
GRADE 5/6: LIBRARY B (item # 502926) 

 
 

Migration Pack: 509546 
8 books: 4 of each title Titles Read More… 

 

Social Studies: 
Your Papers, Please: 

Crossing Borders 
GRL: T 

LEXILE: 860 
 

From the Bering land bridge to Ellis Island, vast waves of immigration have created a uniquely 
American polyglot. This book discusses the current emigration issues and resultant strategies of 
Mexico, the United States, and Canada, including border procedures and technologies, and 
speculation on the future of international emigration. 

 

Science: 
No Animals, No 
Plants: Species at 

Risk 
GRL: T 

LEXILE: 830 

The richness of life on our planet has been diminished by the endangerment and extinction of 
many wonderful species of plants and animals. But what can be done to reverse this sad trend? 
Are zoos the answer? Is cloning? Might we someday be able re-create extinct species? This 
thoughtful book examines the imperiled natural world and the efforts of scientists who seek to 
protect and catalog its diversity. 

Middle Ages Pack: 509548 
8 books: 4 of each title Titles Read More… 

 

Social Studies: 
Harsh or Heroic?: 
The Middle Ages 

GRL: U 
LEXILE: 760 

This lushly illustrated and photographed book surveys the extreme class divisions in feudal 
societies. Most people farmed on the manor, but rich and poor alike worked and lived in castles, 
monasteries, and flammable wooden towns. For knights, guild workers, and other fortunates, life 
had a regimented harmony, though the threat of disease, war, or famine was a daily reality for 
all. 

 

Science: 
Dr. Medieval: 

Medicine in the  
Middle Ages 

GRL: T 
LEXILE: 790 

Through the fictional diaries of Dr. Medieval, readers learn that medieval medicine was a 
combination of science and superstition. Even the most hardworking healers were shackled by 
faulty beliefs, and many were persecuted as witches for their rare successes. An engaging feature 
throughout invites the reader to guess the medieval cures for various illnesses. Also included are 
short biographies of Hippocrates and Galen, the two men who did the most to shape the course 
of medieval medicine. 
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Staying Fit Pack: 
509550 

8 books: 4 of each title 
Titles Read More… 

 

Social Studies: 
Camp Extreme 

GRL: V 
LEXILE: 780 

At action sports camps such as Woodward West, novice and expert gymnasts, BMX riders, and 
skateboarders unite to train in a fun and safe setting. This lively book describes the daily 
experiences at camp, and provides interviews and biographies of several young athletes, 
including Aaron, who has spina bifida, and performed the world’s first wheelchair back flip in 
2006. 

 

Science: 
Move Your Bones 

GRL: W 
LEXILE: 840 

Comic book heroes and heroines introduce kids to the science of kinesiology—the effect of 
exercise on the body. Healthy forms of exercise, including yoga and cross training, are 
contrasted with the dangers of steroids, fad diets, and other shortcuts. The importance of self-
esteem and realistic goals is stressed. 
 

African Experience Pack: 
509552 

8 books: 4 of each title 
Titles Read More… 

 

Social Studies: 
A Day in the Life of 
an African Village 

GRL: T 
LEXILE: 820 

What’s life like in rural Africa? It depends! These vivid photo essays transport readers to 
distinctly varied regions within this complex continent, and contrast each area’s lifestyles, 
educational opportunities, and challenges. 

 

Science: 
Caught with a Catch: 
Poaching in Africa 

GRL: R 
LEXILE: 820 

The lives of gorillas, lions, and other endangered animals are protected by law, but poachers and 
shrinking habitats threaten to wipe out what’s left of these dwindling populations. This book 
explains the economic needs of poachers, the markets for their illegal catches, and the work 
being done to protect their beleaguered quarry.  
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American Southwest 
Pack: 509553 

8 books: 4 of each title 
Titles Read More… 

 

Social Studies: 
Venom and Visions: 
Art of the Southwest 

GRL: S 
LEXILE: 760 

Over twenty major tribes have inhabited the southwestern United States and northern Mexico 
over the past 15,000 years, resulting in a variety of beautiful art. This book includes beautiful 
photos of jewelry, pottery, weaving, sculpture, basketry, and fetishes—usually small animals 
carved from stone, most notably by the Zuni, who believe that spirits live inside their carvings. 
There is also discussion of the symbols and myths that gave rise to petroglyphs, sand paintings, 
and other unique cultural expressions. 

 

Science: 
Stuck on Cactus: 

American Desert Life 
GRL: T 

LEXILE: 760 

A food, a source of medicine, and an inspiration for art and legend, the cactus is an icon of the 
American Southwest. But did you know there are thousands of species of cactuses? This New 
World wonder has adapted to thrive in harsh habitats, yet it’s endangered by encroaching 
humans. 

Communication 
 Pack: 509555 

8 books: 4 of each title 
Titles Read More… 

 

Social Studies: 
What Do You 

Mean?: 
Communication Isn’t 

Easy 
GRL: V 

LEXILE: 730 

The English language is dynamic, in flux through both time and space. The modern reader 
struggles with Chaucer, and finds Old English incomprehensible without training. Each new 
generation differentiates itself with a new vocabulary of slang. New technologies such as text 
messaging create radically new forms of shorthand. And the accents and idioms of different 
English-speaking countries can vary drastically, as this humorous book will show. 

 

Science: 
Paper Trail: 

History of an 
Everyday Material 

GRL: S 
LEXILE: 780 

This book recounts a short history of paper, from papyrus to the printing press, with a focus on 
the modern incarnations of this versatile product. Readers will learn how different types of paper 
are made, how newspapers and magazines are printed, and about future inventions in the field. 
This book also examines the current worldwide usage of paper, frequency of recycling, and the 
plausibility of a future paperless society. 



 

4

 
 

Istanbul & Dubai Pack: 
509556 

8 books: 4 of each title 
Titles Read More… 

 

Social Studies: 
Istanbul,  

Once Constantinople 
GRL: U 

LEXILE: 810 

Seat of the Byzantines, gateway between Europe and Asia, the tragic and glorious history of this 
ancient city rivals that of Rome. The center of a great Christian empire, Constantinople was 
nevertheless sacked by the Crusaders. In 1453, the city was conquered by Sultan Mehmed II, 
who made it the capital of the Ottoman Empire. Today, Istanbul is known as the largest and 
most vibrant city in modern Turkey. 

 

Science: 
Skiing in the Desert: 

Asian Innovation 
GRL: S 

LEXILE: 830 

While Western science languished during the Middle Ages, philosopher-scientists in Arabia 
planted the roots of our modern era. Today, booming Middle Eastern cities such as Dubai dazzle 
the world with innovative architecture and advancements in alternative energy and fuel. 

Coastlines Pack: 509559 
8 books: 4 of each title Titles Read More… 

 

Social Studies: 
Built Below Sea 

Level: New Orleans 
GRL: T 

LEXILE: 810 

A short history of New Orleans, the colorful city founded by French explorers on the Mississippi 
delta. This book touches on New Orleans’ rich and raucous beginnings, diverse culture and 
inhabitants, and the combination of factors that left it vulnerable to Hurricane Katrina. 

 

Science: 
Beach Biology 

GRL:T 
LEXILE: 800 

These delicate and beautiful barriers between land and water are treasured by humans, and vital 
to countless plant and animal species. Readers will learn about the intricate ecosystems of tidal 
pools, estuaries, and coral reefs, and the adaptations that allow marine animals to live on land 
during low tides. This beautifully illustrated book also discusses the damage caused by 
pesticides, fishing nets, and litter, and debates the pros and cons of aqua farming. 
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Reflections Pack: 509560 
8 books: 4 of each title Titles Read More… 

 

Social Studies: 
’Twas a Dark and 
Stormy Night…: 

Why Writers Write 
GRL: V 

LEXILE: 830 

What makes a great storyteller? Many writers have struggled to maintain a sense of whimsy 
despite rejection. Others have seemed inherently attuned to the pacing, plot, prose, psychology, and 
humor necessary to write meaningful and appealing stories. Short biographies examine the 
inspiration and trials of Lewis Carroll, Roald Dahl, J.K. Rowling, and other beloved authors. 

       

Science: 
Mirror Power 

GRL: V 
LEXILE: 830 

Mirrors aren’t just for the home—they have scientific and medical applications as well. Precisely 
made mirrors are used in telescopes, microscopes, and cameras. The police use two-way mirrors 
during interrogations. Readers will learn about the history of mirrors, their various applications, 
and their manufacture. 

Natural Mysteries Pack: 
509561 

8 books: 4 of each title 
Titles Read More… 

 

Social Studies: 
Mysterious Places 

GRL: T 
LEXILE: 730 

While the Bermuda Triangle has fascinated people for years, this book debunks any supernatural 
explanations for its menace. There are wonders of human ingenuity, such as the sophisticated Sun 
Dagger built by the Pueblo people, and the iconic monoliths of Easter Island, sculpted with 
obsessive determination by the Rapanui. Also examined are the inexplicable nighttime lights on 
Brown Mountain in North Carolina, the vast geoglyphs built by the Nazca in Peru, and the 
astronomically precise pyramid of Kukulcán in Chichén Itzá. 

       

Science: 
The Earth Is Flat!: 
Science Facts and 

Fiction 
GRL: V 

LEXILE: 830 

Everybody knows that the sun revolves around Earth, and that illness is caused by an imbalance of 
your humors, right? The workings of the world have been explained in countless ways, and new 
theories are constantly contradicting older ones. So how do we know what’s true? If Earth is round, 
how can we prove it? Both a history of belief and a guide to modern science, this book will inspire 
you to re-address how you look at the world. 

 
 


