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Classroom Management

Creating Spaces for Whole-Class,
Small-Group, and Individual Work

Throughout Traate Writing, students will be engaged in Independent, small-group, and
whole-class work Arremging the classroom to facilitate these activities will increase
student collaborstion and time on tasks and minimize dismaptions. The moat muccesaful
writing classrcomes are thoze in which students kmow what to do and where to find the
resources to do it. Keep the following principles in mind when arranging furniture snd
creating work epaces In your classroom.

I, Orgoanize student desks in clusters of 4-& This will facilitate the small-group and partner
work necessary throughout the program, such as when students meet to provide feedback
on their classmcates' writing pieces (Doys 1-4) or during the Partner Corvertions Check
[ Dry B This also allows for an easier flow of movernant around the classroom because it
eliminates namow pathways between desks. This enables you to quickly and eosily monitor
student work or provide one-on-one conferences,

This cluster amangerment of desks also works well for whole-class lessons and discussions.
Just b= surethe whiteboard is placed where all students can easily view it. You'll want
students to talk as they wark; sitting together in small groups can encourage thot happy
b rn of writing activity—a balance between absolute silence and distracting noise.

Fod

3. You might akowish to establish an open space in the front of the classroom for use during
student pressntation of writing (e.g., sharing final unit projgects durng Reality Checks).

4. Forindependentwork, =2t up awriting center in the classroorm. Stock the center with writing
supplies for use durimg allwriting assignments, but especially for creating final pieces for
presentation.

5. Designate awallin the classroom to showoase student work, such as examples of finished
wrting assignments reflecting each student's best work. Make thewall irviting, colorful,
and interactive. For exarnple, ploce self-stick notes near thewallso that students can lecwve
rnessages, shanngwhat they like about their classmates’ work
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Create aclssroom library near the writing cemter. Stock the librarywith a wide range of
books and ather reading materials. Use beanbagchairs, large pilkeeess, and other soft pieces
of fumiture to create a cozy and guist atmosphere. You can also use bookshelves to partially
separate the space from the rest of the room. The cdassroom library shiould be a ploce where

childrern want to curl up and read a good book orwrite on their ocwn, 1{.

hake sure allwriting mcterials—penciks, paper, art supplies, or other frequently used
rncterals—are easily accessible. Also keep an electric pencil sharpener readily available for
students to use as neadad. Students should not be waiting in lineto collect materals naor lose
arvy time before beginning assignments. Therefore, make the classroom space work foryou.

£, Rernember, yvou con abways change your classroom loyout if spaces aren't working as
effectively as you like or need them fo. Your classroom space should facilitate leaming with
easy flow pattens, grecter organ zation, and increased opportunities for teacherstudent
and student-student interactions. Evalucte your classroom amangement at the end of each
unit and rnodify it, as approprate. Ask yourself: Does every space in the clssroom hiove a
purposer Does the space help or hinderwhat oy students and | are doing? Are students
weork and progress reflected in displays on the classroom walls? Are there resources
availakle that spark curicsity, creativity, and communication? 1s the space uncluttered? |s
there o part of the room that doesn't work aswell as it can ar should?
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