
 
 

Anticipate Your Opponent 
 

As athletes, ninjas, and debaters know, your defense is just as important as your offense. To 
write a convincing essay, you have to imagine an opponent who is ready to poke holes in your 
argument. Anticipate these actions, and provide refutations, explanations, and illuminations.   
 

Your Opponent’s Argument Your Refutation 
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